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Chapter 1 


JENNIE 


"Come in." I said. When I heard someone knock on the door. 


"Jen, darling, what time is your flight?" my mum asked when she 
came into my library. 


"My flight departs in another 3 hours mum," I replied giving her a 
smile. 


"Oh, that's great I will drop you at the airport later if that's ok 
with you?" She asked me, and I could feel the excitement radiating 
from her. Looks like she is more excited to have me gone than I 
thought. 


"Mum, are you that eager to send me off." I asked her wiping 
away fake tears. 


"Of course sweetie, I can have the entire house to myself." mum 
replied sarcastically. 


"Yeah mum that's great, enjoy all you want. I will go get ready 
now, I told her sounding hurt. 


"Oh, sweetie you know I love you right. How would I enjoy 
without you?" mum asks breaking into a smile. That made me smile 
too and I went over and hugged her. My mum is the only family I 
have, and I will do anything to keep that smile on her face. 


After a few hours. 


Once we reached the airport, mum parks the car at the car park 
and got down from the car, while I took my purse and got down 
too. "Jen, have a safe journey, and don't forget to give me a call 
when you reach Philippines," Mum warned me. 


This is the first time I will be traveling alone to a foreign country, 
and my mom is a bit apprehensive about it. Well, in all this chaos I 
forgot to introduce myself, I am Jennie Kim, a young author and 
this is my story. 


"Jennie?" mum called me breaking my train of thoughts. 


"Sure mom, I will do just that, the first thing the moment I reach 
Philippines. " I blurted out. Before unloading my bags from the car. 


"Okay cupcake, safe journey, "my mom yelled from the entrance, 
waving frantically and I waved back, before I went into the airport. 


"Flight 201 is now open for boarding. " I heard the announcement 


go, now I have to rush since I am already late and I don't want to 
miss my flight, so I started running towards the terminal. Please 
don't leave without me. I prayed. 


When I reached the terminal I was the last passenger to board the 
plane, duh well I am happy at least I got to make it on time before 
the plane leaves. "Ma'am, your ticket please." the flight attendant 
asked so I took my passport with the ticket in it and handed it over 
to her, she checks it and then led me into the plane towards my 
seat, after 10 minutes the plane took off. Well, here Im coming 
Philippines. 


KKKKKK 


"Thank you for flying with us," the the flight attendant tells me 
once the plane landed before I got out of the plane. 


"You're Welcome, "I replied, smiling towards her. After I was 
done with all the check points I left the airport. I hailed a cab. 


Philippines is a beautiful place, with all the skyscrapers and the 
busy streets. But this is not the part of Philippines I am looking for. 
"Ma'am we have arrived." The driver said. (AN: in filipino accent) 


The cab parked at a modest-looking hotel. The place was 
swarming with tourists. Well, it looks like a busy day today. After 
paying the driver I entered the hotel. 


They all greeted me "Mabuhay, Welcome to Philippines" 


I went to the receptionist and checked into my room. 


Well, tomorrow will be a very long day for me I thought, smiling 
to myself before falling asleep on my bed. 
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"Hi, can I get a taxi in half an hour? "I called the receptionist in 
the morning and asked. 


"Sure ma'am we can make the arrangements for that. " she said 
sweetly. 


"Thank you, "I say before going into the bathroom to get ready. 


Someone knocked on my room door and when I answered it, a 
bell boy was standing there. "Ma'am, the taxi you requested is 
waiting for you downstairs." he inform me. 


"Thank you, I will come in 5 minutes." I told him before I went 
back in to grab my purse and phone. 
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"San po tayo mam?" The driver asked me. 


"What? Sorry can you speak in english?" The driver suddenly 
scratched his head. 


"Ah, eh .. Where do you want to go, madam? " the taxi driver 
asked me in perfect English and I was astonished and centralized to 
know that I would have to face any communication barriers at the 
moment. 


"Take me to an orphanage, which is poorly funded in this city," I 
told him. 


"Madam, are you sure?" He asked in shock. 


"Yes, I am ... sure" 


"Ngayon lang ako nakaencounter na foreigner sa bahay amponan 
pupunta" He mumbled. 


"Sorry can yo speak in english again, i cant understand what are 
you trying to say" ... 


"Sorry.. Madam .. I just want to say that since this is the first time 
a foreigner has asked me to take to the orphanage." He said in 
shock. 


"Well, you see I am unique, and always expect the unexpected, "I 


told him sweetly. 


"if you are here to help the kids, then who am I to say no, the 
orphanage it is then." The driver said cheerily. 


It was a two hour trip to the orphanage. The orphanage was 
located out of the city. And in this part of the region, there were 
houses which were so tiny, I was amazed to hear from the driver 
that more than three people were living in that tiny home. 


While we were passing by this small town, kids came chasing 
behind the car. Running barefoot with a stick in hand. 


The building we stopped at, looked more like a very old 
warehouse than an orphanage. It was barely holding its shape and it 
looks dilapidated, the paint peeling off from the walls, the playset 
in the front yard all either worn out or a wreck, the thing that 
brought me to tears is seeing the kids running around barefoot in 
ragged clothes. The moment I saw that I promised myself that this 
will not be my last visit here. 


"Hello, can I help you? "a woman who looks like she was in her 
early forties, wearing a faded sundress came towards me. 


"Hi I am Jennie Kim, I am coming from the UK, and I would love 
to donate to your orphanage. " I told her. 


"That's great Miss Jennie, my name is Laura, and I am the one 
who is running this orphanage, please come in, we can talk further 
in my office," Laura said and then she led me to her office. 


The Office had a desk which was repaired one too many times, 
and the chairs were rickety and old. Once both of us were seated, 
Laura, started to speak. 


"So how much are you willing to donate?" she asked, while she 
took a book to write it down. 


"Ten housand pounds, "I told her. well, that is half of my salary 
that I earned from one of my books that I was able to publish this 
month, and I am hoping to donate even more in the future if I can. I 
will make more money in the future right, if I am lucky, after all, I 
am an author right! I thought to myself. 


"Miss Jennie, that's a lot money thank you so much, we have 
never received that much money at all." she said, tears falling from 
her face. 


Once all the necessary paperwork have been done, Laura and I 


went to meet the kids, but before we did that, I made Laura promise 
me that she will never utter to anyone about how much I donated 
because after all, there is a saying that says 'when you are doing 
charity give it with your right hand making sure the left-hand 
doesn't know. ' 


"Mga bata siya nga pala si Miss Jennie Kim at gusto niya kayo 
makausap" Laura talking to all kids. I smiled even though I can't 
understand. 


"T told the kids you wanted to talk to them" Laura whisper to me. 


"Ow, I see thank you Laura" 


"Hello kids, how are you guys doing today?" I asked the kids. And 
all of them were staring at my face with shy looks. 


"Mga bata, sabi ni Miss Jennie kamusta kayo?" Laura said to the 
kids. 


"Okay naman po kami" they said in unison. 


"The kids saying that theyre okay." Laura says to me. 


"We baked cookies, with miss Laura, then we went outside to 


play" (Filipino accent) A timid girl with chocolate brown hair 
answered. The way she answered I figured out that she must be 
smart kid and the eldest among them. 


"Well that is great, so what is your name sweetheart?" I asked the 
girl softly. 


"I am Mickey." She replied. 


"Okay Mickey I think I will start asking questions from you. 
Alright?" I asked her. And she nodded her head. "How old are you?" 


"11 years old" she answered. 


"Okay, this is another question, If you were a bird where would 
you like to go?" I asked her. 


"I would like to go to Egypt. I like buildings that are made with 
sand with a pyramid structure. Oh! And I love those Mummy's that 
are in boxes." Mickey replied with a sparkle in her eyes and a hue to 
her face. I gave her a warm smile. 


"Why do you like mummies Mickey? Is it because they are 
ancient?" I asked her curiously. 


"No, so that I can find a mummy who would not leave me here, 
who will love me, care for me and she will buy me lots of 
chocolates." Mickey replied with a sad face. And my heart broke in 
hearing her reply. How can parents not care about these angels? 


"Miss. Jennie why are you crying?" Mickey asked me with a 
confused look on her face. I quickly wiped away my tears and 
plastered a smile on my face. 


"It's nothing. Okay, let's continue." I told the kid. 


So that is how I spend the next three hours bonding with those 
kids. 


"Ok guys, I've got to leave, but I promise I will visit you guys 
soon, and don't hesitate to call me when you need anything. Got it? 
"I asked them. And looked to Laura. 


"Salamat Ate, Jennie sa pagbisita" they said in unision. And I 
smiled. 


Mickey run to me"Miss Jennie., thank you so much for spending 
some time with us. " mickey said and hug me. 


"Laura I got to leave, bye. "I told her. 


"Bye Jennie we hope to see you soon. "she said smiling. 
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While I was heading back outside, I bump into someone, and my 
phone fell. "Sorry miss, hindi ko sinasadya" a soft voice asked. 


"What?" 


"Ow, foreigner," I nodded. "I am so sorry, are you ok?" She asked 
again, I looked at her who was about 6'3, with a ash gray hair and 
Ocean blue eyes, looking at me. 


"Uh, I am fine." I told her before I retrieve my phone from the 
ground. 


"So um ... Iam Lisa, what's your name? "She asked me. 


"Well, I don't give my name to strangers," I told her sweetly. 


"Sungit naman" she mumbled. 


"What??"Shes annoying. 


"Well, I just wanted to say is, we can be friends then, there's no 
harm in that. " she said. 


"Yeah, you are right." I said. 


"Alright, so what is your name?" She asked again. 


"We just met, I can't give you my name." I told her smirking. 


"Well, then give me your number, so we can get to know each 
other better," she asked hopefully and took out her phone to save 
the number. 


" +44," I said. She looked up from her phone. 


"That's it," she asked me confused. 


"Well, if we get to meet next time, then I will give you another 
two digits from my phone number and a letter from my name, till 
then take care." I waved at her before leaving. 


If fate decides for us to meet again. 


Kak 
What can you say about the new story?? 
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Chapter 2 


LISA 


"Mam, we have arrived." John, my driver told me, when he parked 
the car in front of my parents' house. 


"Okay John, you can park the car in the garage, and go home. I 
won't be needing you today," I told my driver. 


"Okay Mam." he said and drove the car toward's the garage. Once 
he left, I went towards my house and knocked on the door, after 
five minutes my mom opened the door. 


"Hi, darling, when did you come from Philippines?" my mom 
asked, before giving me a bear hug. 


"Mom I...ca...can't breathe." I told her suffocating, my mom is 
really strong that way and I have to give credits for that and my 
dad too for being alive this long. 


"Oops sorry, I got a bit too excited." she replied with a shy smile 
on her face while stepping back a few steps away from me. 


"No problem mom, is dad at home?" I asked her while stepping 
inside the house. 


"Yes, he is in his study room, and you are staying here aren't 
you?" mom asked me. Leading me towards the kitchen. 


"Yes mom, I am staying the night here, well I will go freshen up 
and come down for dinner," I said before making my way upstairs 
to my room. 


"Yeah sure darling, dinner will be severed at 7." my mom yelled 
from downstairs. 


After taking a quick shower, I lay down on my bed thinking about 
her. From the time I bumped into her I couldn't stop thinking about 
her, the way her hazel gold eyes stared back at me when I made her 
drop her phone and her Mandu cheeks so cute, she was in such a 
hurry that she forgot to take the piece of paper that fell. 


But unlucky me, there was no name or phone number on that 
paper. It just had an amount that she has donated to the orphanage. 


Those eyes were so captivating that it was so hard for me to 
concentrate talking to her, the way her nose cringed a little was so 
cute, I have never seen someone like her before, when she spoke it 
was as silky as honey. She looked so sophisticated and enticing to 
look at. And whenever I thought of her I feel a wave of tranquility 
lave over me. 


But my only problem is, how am I going to meet her again? At 
least I found out that she is from the UK, from the country code she 
gave me, but where in UK? Aaarhg!! .. 


"Lisa darling, dinner is ready." I heard mom call from downstairs, 
breaking my train of thoughts, so I got off my bed, took my phone, 
and went downstairs. 


"Hi, dad." I greeted my dad, before taking a seat at the table. 


"Hi daughter, so what does it feel like being the CEO?" he asked 
me. 


"It's good dad, so how is retirement?" I asked him while I took a 
bite from my steak. 


"I was planning, your mom and I are going to philippines for 
three months to visit our relatives there." he replied. 


"Well, that's a great dad." I said. 


"So Lisa, what help did you want to get from your dad this time?" 
my mom asked me, silently letting me know not to lie with her 
gazes. 


"Well, mom, you know me too well." I replied sheepishly, giving 
out a nervous laugh. 


"Come on Lisa, you never come here to just have dinner with 
your dear old parents, tell us what do you want?" my dad asked me. 


"Well dad, can you take care of the company for three months for 
me?" I asked him, and he looked stunned. 


"Where are you going for three months Lisa?" my dad asked. 


"Dad I am going to the UK, to find someone." I replied. 


"Is this someone a girl by any chance?" my mom squealed. 


"Yes mom, it is a girl, and you don't have to get so ecstatic about 
it." I complained. 


"Why can't I get ecstatic Lisa? I am over the moon, now that my 
baby girl finally got some guts to fall in love." she said wiping away 
the tears that was on the corner of her eyes. 


"Mom it's not like I never loved anyone." I told her annoyed. 


"Well, you see daughter, it was always the girls who were after 
you, you were never so zealous about it, and the least you did was 
scare those poor girls away from you." my dad said and both my 
parents laughed at me. 


"Dad, they were too clingy, that is why I never liked any of them, 
" I told them both. 


"Fine Lisa, so what is this special girl's name that has got you all 
whipped?" my dad asked, 


"Uh...about that dad, I don't know her name, I met her on my trip 
to Philippines," I said and my mom stared at me in horror. 


"You know Lisa when you meet a stranger you are supposed to 
first ask their name and their contact number if you like them, are 
you even my daughter? you lack even that simple sense." my mom 
exclaimed. 


"Mom, I have enough sense, it's just that she never told me her 
name, but she did give her phone number," I replied proudly. 


"Well, that's great, then you can call her and set up a meeting." 
dad said, 


"Well dad, she only gave me her country code, and she told me if 
we happen to meet again she will give another two digits from her 
number and a letter from her name," I said. 


"That is a very interesting way of meeting your better half Lisa, I 
am happy that my future daughter-in-law is very creative, now I 
can't wait to meet her, so are you going to the UK in hopes of 
meeting her again? am I right?" my mom asked. 


"Yes mom, and I have faith that I will meet her again." I told them 
with confidence. 


"You will soon," my dad told me. 


"And I will gladly take care of the company till you return." my 
dad replied. 


"Thanks, Dad, "I told him. 


"Anything for you darling." my mom replied, and I smiled at 
them. Well Mandu ( that is the nickname Lisa gave Jennie since she 
doesn't know her name yet. ) here I come, I am not coming back 
home without getting to know you. 


Kak 
Lisa's fighting spirit!! Hehe 
Cool parents Indeed! 
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Chapter 3 


JENNIE 


"Hi, sweetie how was your trip to Philippines?" my mum asked, 
coming inside my bedroom. 


"It was great mum, I am in bliss after that trip, those kids made 
my day, "I told her. 


"Well, that is good to know, and Rosé called earlier, she told me 
that a few companies have asked to sign a contract with you." my 
mum informed me. 


"I will look into that later mum since I have just given my second 
book for publishing last month," I told her. 


"Sure darling, do what feels right to you," she said. 


"Thanks, mum by the way where were you when I came home 
last night?" I asked her. 


"I went out for dinner with my office colleagues last night, so I 
got late to come back home." she said. I was so happy to hear that, 
this is the first time in three years, she has gone out with her friends 
after the divorce. 


"That is good to hear mum, I am so happy for you." I said, giving 
her a quick hug. 


"Ok, Jen, I got to get to work so take care alright? see you later." 


my mum said kissing my cheek. 


"Sure mum bye, take care," I said before she left the house. 


After she left, I went to the kitchen to prepare breakfast for 
myself. While the eggs were cooking, my phone started to ring and 
the caller ID said it was Rosé. 

"Hi, Chaeng, what's up?" I greeted her. 


"Hello, Jen, apparently the bright blue sky with a big round sun is 
above me," Rosé replied sarcastically. 


"Oh I didn't know that, anyway, why did you call?" I asked her. 


"Can't I call my doting, compassionate, alluring boss?" She said with 
a dejected voice and a few sniffles. 


"Oh, shut up drama queen, I know you didn't call me without a 
reason." I told her. 


"Ok fine, I think your mum has already told you about the companies, 
so we have a meeting with one today, at 4 o'clock at the Clefts." She 
told me. 


"Well, if we are having a meeting at a five-star hotel, then it must be 
one of the best companies." I told her. 


"Yes you are right, it is not easy to get a contract from them, so I say 
we don't miss this opportunity." Rosé told me. 


"Well, it does sound great so who is driving today?" I asked her. 


"Oh great, thank you so much Jennie for accepting, and don't worry I 
will come to pick you up at three, bye." Rosé replied excitedly. 


"Sure Chaeng, bye." I told her before hanging up. 


After having my breakfast I went back to my room to take a long 
relaxing shower. By the time I came out, it was already 2 o'clock so 
I went into my walk-in closet to get dressed. I wore tight skinny 
jeans with a Lime green floral top matched with a pair of nude 
heels. 


Ever since that trip to Philippines, its been week and I have been 
thinking about Lisa. Her blue eyes which are so hard to forget have 
been coming into my thoughts more frequently these past few days. 
And whenever I recall back to that incident my heart starts to 
escalate, I know it is very hard to find someone without only 
knowing which country they reside in, but I don't think she will put 
such an effort to even find me. 
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"Come on hurry up slug, we might be late for the meeting." I 
heard Chaeng yelling from downstairs. 


"Coming." I yelled back before grabbing my phone and running 
downstairs. 


"Why are you screaming like a banshee?" I asked her while we 
were walking towards her BMW. 


"Whatever." she replied, waving it off like it was nothing. Well, 
that is the typical Rosé I know, I thought before she started the car 
and backed off from my driveway. 
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"Hi, we are here to meet Mr. Manoban." Rosé told the 
receptionist. 


"This way ma'am." the receptionist said and leads us towards a 
VIP room. 


"Mr. Manoban is waiting for you inside." she informed us. 


"Thank you, we can take it from here." I replied to her politely 
before opening the door and going in. 


When we went inside Mr. Manoban got up from his seat, "Hello 
Miss. Kim thank you for coming." Mr. Manoban greeted me 
extending his hand for a handshake. 


"It's a pleasure meeting you, Mr. Manoban," I told him, shaking 
his hand. 


"Please have a seat." he gestures before sitting in his place. Rosé 
and I took a seat opposite his. 


"This is my PA Rosé Park." I introduced Rosé to him. 


"Nice meeting you Mr.Manoban." Rosé said. 


"Same here," he told her with a pleasant smile. 


"So shall we get down to business." he asked eagerly. 


"Sure." I replied. 


"So Miss. Kim our company has reviewed a few of your books and 
we like the way you write and each of your stories are a work of art 
with unique stories, but the best one I liked is your third book 
which is titled LONGING, and I heard it is a series am I right?" he 
asked me. 


"Yes, it is." I replied. 


"So, I was hoping if you can partner with us, and we will publish 
all the books in the LONGING series and you get 70% of the profit 
the company makes?" he asked me. 


"Well, that sounds great Mr.Manoban, I think that is perfect," I 
replied merrily. 


"Well, then that sounds like we have a deal. And you might have 
to come to the USA regularly if you sign a contract with us since 
our main branch is there." he told me. 


"That is not a problem for me, I am happy to work for you." I 
replied. 


"Than I think the deal is sealed, I will send you the contract 
through my lawyer, so you could sign it," he said, standing up and 
extending his hand for a handshake, so I too stood up and shake his 
hand sealing the deal. 


"Thank you," I replied. 


"So, I should be going now, see you soon," he said and leaves the 
room, and we left soon after. 


"Wow, that went well," Rosé said while we were walking back to 
the car. 


"Sure it did," I said with a huge smile on my face. 


"Well, you owe me a treat for that, if it wasn't for me then I don't 
think you would have got that contract." she declared with a 
victorious smile plastered on her face. 


"Sure I will give you one, you go wait in the car I will go to the 
washroom and come." I told her. 


"Okie Dokie," she said and leaves the hotel with a delighted look 
on her face. 


LISA 


"Hi Dad, what are you doing here in London?" I asked him. When 
I called mom to ask her how is dad doing, she informed me that he 
has come to London for a business trip, so I thought of meeting him 
at the hotel he was staying at. 


"I came here for a business daughter. So any luck in finding your 
angel?" dad asked. 


"No dad, I have been going to malls, restaurants, etc for about a 
week with no luck," I told him in a depressed tone. I know it is hard 
to find someone with only knowing their country code, but then I 
don't want to lose hope either. 


"You will find her Lisa, don't worry." he assured me. 


"I know, it's just that I am losing hope, what if she isn't from 
here?" I told him. 


"Don't worry, you will find her soon," dad said. 


"Thank you, dad. Anyway, I got to go bye see you soon." I told 
him. 


"Sure Lisa, take care." my dad replied before walking towards the 
elevator. When I was walking towards the exit, that is when I saw 
her. 
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Chapter 4 


LISA 

She was talking to someone over the phone and walking towards 
the exit, she looked so beautiful today. she was wearing a lime 
green top and skinny jeans, and her honey blonde hair was put 
down in waves. I almost yelled in joy when I found her at last, and 
my heart skipped a beat or two. There was only one thing 
separating me from her, and that is the crowd of people here in the 
lobby. But I don't care, I am going to meet her no matter what. 


So I sprinted towards her, and people were looking at me as if my 
pants were caught on fire but you know what I don't care, while I 
was pushed this way and that, and when I finally made it to the exit 
I lost her. I frantically looked all around for her but then I lost her. 
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JENNIE 


While I was walking towards the exit I felt like Lisa was 
somewhere close by, so when I looked around I couldn't find her 
maybe I am hallucinating I thought, before climbing into the BMW. 
"Chaeng, can you drop me at the mall? I have some things to buy." I 
ask her. 


"Sure thing." she replied and started going towards the mall. 
After 30 minutes we reach the mall. 


"Bye, I will meet you tomorrow at my place for lunch" I told 
Chaeng after I got down from her car. 


"Sure take care Jennie bye" Rosé said before speeding away from 
the mall. I am sure this girl will either die due to her driving skills 
or that mouth of hers. I thought to myself before I walked into the 
mall. 


After spending three hours shopping, I thought of stopping by 
Starbucks for some coffee since I didn't have my intake of coffee 


today. I walked towards the counter. "Hi ma'am what would you 
like to have today?" the crew asked me. 


"I will have a Caramel Macchiato" I told her. 

"That would be £3.24," she said typing on her computer. 

"Here you go." I gave her the money and went over to an empty 
table to take a seat. 


"Ma'am your Caramel Macchiato." the crew said bringing over my 
drink. 


" Ow, Thank you." I replied, once she placed my Caramel 
Macchiato on the table before leaving. 


KKKKKK 


LISA 

Why am I so unlucky, if I could have reached here, a few minutes 
earlier I could have caught her but no, I lost her. I had been 
roaming around in this mall for one hour now drowned in my 
misery, I think I need a coffee break now, so I headed towards the 
Starbucks. 


"Hi Mam, what do you want to have today?" the lady behind the 
cashier asked me. 


"I would like a plain black coffee thank you," I told her. After 
paying for my coffee, I scanned my surroundings for an empty 
table, but what I found instead was way better than the bitter coffee 
on my hand. Mandu was seated alone at a table drinking coffee, so 
without missing her the second time I speed-walked towards her 
table. 


"Hi."I greeted her once I was in front of her. When she hears my 
voice she was first startled, and then looked up to see who was it, 
the shock was evident all over her face, and she didn't speak for 
about ten seconds. 


"Lisa... what are you doing here?" she asked. 


"Not that I am complaining though," she said with a beautiful 
smile on her face. 


"Well, shall I give you an honest reply or should I just lie to you?" 
I asked her jokingly. 


"Of course I need an honest reply, and before you speak have a 
seat," she said politely. 


"Well, I came here to find you, actually I am from the USA." I 
replied. 


KKKKKK 


JENNIE 

Lisa, when I saw her my heart skipped a beat and I stopped 
breathing for a few seconds, she came from the USA to find me 
without even knowing my name, phone number or address I am 
bewildered and happy at the same time. 


"So um you told me you would give me another two digits from 
your phone number and a letter from your name." Lisa asked me. 


"Oh right, yes so 'J ' is the letter from my name, and it is used in 
two places in my name well for the number it is 67." I told her 
while drinking from my cup. 


"Alright, so what is your full name?" I asked her. 


"You made me look for you all over London for a week now, so I 
am not going to tell you who I am and what I do for a living but I 
think both of us can exchange other things except for the names." 
She replied leaning back on her chair. 


"That sounds great too. Ok, so how many members are there in 
your family?" I asked her. 

"Four members including myself." Lisa said. 

"Now it's your turn, what's your favorite color?" Lisa asked me. 

"Well, it is black and pink." I replied. 

So that is how we both spend the next twenty minutes talking 
before my mum called. 

"Hey mom what is it?" I asked her when I answered the call. 

"Well Jen, I think you forgot we have a dinner to attend tonight." 
mom replied. 

"Oh right, it completely slipped my mind I will be back home in 10 
minutes bye." I told her. 


"You better be sweetie, bye." mum warned me before hanging up on 
me. 

After that, I turned towards Lisa, "Lisa I am so sorry I got to go so 
you take care, ok, bye." I said standing up from my place. 

"Bye, you too take care, and when can we meet again?" She asked 
me. I looked at her and smirk. 


"If destiny made us meet the second time, then we will meet up 
again soon. So let's leave the meets to fate and hope for the best, 
bye Lisa." I waved at her before exiting the Mall. And got into a taxi 
and headed towards home. 
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Chapter 5 


JENNIE 


When I reached home, I saw that my mum's car was already 
parked on the driveway. Perhaps she came early from work today 
to get ready for this so-called dinner huh, I better go in before she 
calls me again. When I went in, I saw that the living room was in a 
mess, with all the bags, clothes, and shoes present in different 
corners of the room, "Mum, where are you?" I screamed. 


"Upstairs, in my room." she replied. 


"Mum, why is the living room in such disarray?" I asked her while 
entering her room. 


"Oh I was busy finding myself something to wear, sorry darling I 
will clean it up later," she informed me while doing her makeup, 


Actually she looks nice today, for the first time in three years she 
has worn a cocktail dress. 


"So mum, you got a new friend at work, huh?" I asked her 
sarcastically. 


"Why do you ask?" She asked me still concentrating on her 
makeup. 


"Because this is the first time in three years, you have worn 
something that shows your legs, and highlights your curves, well I 
got to tell you, mum, you look gorgeous today." I said genuinely 
jovial (Cheerful) for her, as long as she is leading a blissful life, I 
will be content with myself because the affliction she went through 
is something I will never wish anyone ever go through in their life. 


"Now Jen, aren't you going to go get ready? we only have an hour 
left, before we will have to depart from the house, "mum said, when 
I checked the time she was right, so I told her a quick goodbye and 
made my way towards my room. 


Once I was done with my shower, I went into my closet and took 
out a maroon cocktail dress that has an open back with lace sleeves 
and I paired that up with my nude heels and a clutch. 


After putting on my dress and heels I quickly started doing my 
makeup, I kept it neutral since I don't want to look like a dead 
woman walking tonight, huh that would be fun I thought. "Jennie, 
you have fifteen minutes left." mum screams from downstairs. 


"Coming, I am almost done." I replied before taking out my curler 
and curling my hair. 


"Oh, Jen baby you look stunning tonight, "mom complimented, 
when I reached the last step. 


"Thank you, mom, you don't look too bad yourself too." I joked. 


"Haha, very funny Jen, remember I am your mother, if you look 
stunning then I look breathtaking, now shall we leave," she asked. 


"Sure your majesty, right this way, "I told her. And both of us left 


the house laughing. 
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"Good evening Miss. Dara." one of her office staff greeted her. 
When we reached the hotel, where the dinner party is being held. 


"Oh Sarah, how many times have I told you to call me Dara not 
Miss or Ma'am." mum protested. 


"Sorry, Mi...uh Dara I just need some time." Sarah replied. 


"That is alright, anyway this is my daughter, Jennie.” my mum 
introduced me. 


"Hi, nice meeting you." I say extending my hand for a handshake. 
She gladly shook my hand. 


"Oh it's lovely meeting you too, so come on let's head back inside, 
everyone is there, and the boss is yet to come." Sarah said and then 
grabbed my mum's hand and dragged my mom with her, well it 
looks like she is a happy go lucky kind of girl I thought before 
trailing behind them. 


It's been three hours since we got here, and I have almost met all 
my mum's colleges, and frankly, I like them all. And my mum made 
me meet her boss too, at first I was a bit apprehensive but then 
when I spoke to him, he was a very amiable person and his wife 
too. I heard that they had a son, but I never got to meet him, looks 
like he is not the type of person who goes to boring parties. 


My mum has been mingling with other people in this room, while 
I just sat and watched her merrily. "Hi." I jumped when I hear 
someone say from behind me. 


"I am so sorry, I didn't mean to frighten you." that person now 
sincerely apologized to me. 


"Oh no that is alright, I didn't see you there that is why I was 
startled a bit." I replied with a smile. 


"Well, that didn't look like a bit startled for me." he said jokingly. 


"Yeah right, it was a lot." I confessed and both of us laugh. 


"So are you an employee here?" I asked him. 


"No, I am the future employer here," he said and then it clicked 
my mind, no wonder he looked very similar to Mr. Mendes (my 
mum's boss). 


"Oh I am sorry I didn't recognize you." I apologized. 


"No that is fine, so what is your name?" he asked. 


"Jennie Kim," I told him. 


"Are you Miss. Kim's daughter?" he asked with shock evident in 
his face. 


"The one and only." I replied sarcastically. 


"How old are you?" he asked next. 


"Twenty, why do you ask?" I asked a bit doubtful now. 


"Well, I thought Miss. Dara Kim would have a daughter who was 
ten or eleven. She doesn't look that old to me, and here I thought 
you were her sister." he said with a smirk. 


"Well thank you, I get that a lot, anyway what's your name?" I 
asked him in return. 


"Shawn." he replied. 


"So, which university are you studying at?" he asked next. 


"I did journalism at Cambridge University, and I have also written 
a few books too." I replied. 


"Oh, so you are an uprising author?" he asked. 


"Yes, and I have signed a few contracts to get my book 
published," I replied. 


"Well, that is great for a girl of twenty." he said. 


"Thank you." I said blushing, my cheeks heating up. 


And that is how we talked for an hour. It was serene for me, and I 
also found out we do have a few things in common too, but every 
time Shawn speaks my mind drifts off to that one person who has 


those beguiling blue eyes that I can't get my self to forget. I never in 
my entire life thought that someone would put so much effort in 
finding me, Lisa you are just full of surprises, and I will not judge 
you yet, till I know you well. 


I thought While Shawn was talking about his goals in life, my 
mom texted me, saying that we are leaving "It was nice hanging out 
with you, but I have to go I am so sorry." I say getting up from my 
place. 


"Sure that is alright it was nice talking to you, can I have your 
number so that we can meet up later," he asked hopefully. Once we 
exchanged numbers, we said our goodbyes before I left. I think It 
was a great night. 


wk k 
Shawn Mendes 
In the house 


Chapter 6 


JENNIE 
"Jen wakey, wake." I heard someone say near my ears, I groan. 


"Err go away, I am trying to sleep here," I said before turning to 
the other side and falling back to sleep. Well, it looks like the 
universe hates me so much today because, after a few seconds of 
tranquility, I felt been lifted off the bed, and then I was free-falling, 
but that didn't last long because I made my impact. And that was 
how ladies and gentlemen my peaceful sleep was disrupted, I 
opened my eyes, furiously searching for the culprit who did that to 
me, and my eyes zeroed on my best friend AKA my PA. 


"What the hell Chaeng, are you nuts?" I screamed at her. 


"Good morning to you too Jen, and thanks for asking, I am doing 
just fine and my dog is too." she replied sarcastically. 


"Err, what do you want?" I groaned. 


"Well, Jen are you practicing to be a pirate, is it? because that is 
the second time you have made that noise today," she asked, trying 
to maintain a straight face, but failing miserably. 


"Oh shut up, and answer my question, " I asked. 


"Well, I thought it would be nice hanging out with you today." 
Rosé replied. 


"Where do you want to hang out now?" I asked, getting up from 
the floor and taking a seat on my bed. 


"Why don't we go to Sussex? The beaches there are nice." she 
said. 


"It sounds like a good plan but..." I did not finish my sentence. 


"We can go hiking too." she replied with a smirk. 


"I am in. " I replied like a five-year-old, who was going to get ice 
cream, come on you can't blame me for that because Chaeng hates 
hiking, she is more like the person to chill out on the beach with a 
good book to read than waste her energy climbing mountains her 
words not mine, so when she said that I was over the moon. 


"Well just because I agreed doesn't mean you can ask me to climb 
some ten to a twelve-meter long journey, we will start small." Rosé 
replied. 


"Ok," I said. 


"Well, we can go to Sussex this weekend then." I told her. 


"Sounds good to me, anyway I came here to inform you that we 
have to start with the second book in the longing series, " Chaeng 
said. 


"Oh yeah I forgot about it, I will take a quick shower then we can 
head back to our office." I told her. 


LISA 


I just couldn't believe my luck, I mean it's been four days since I 
met my Mandu, but I still can't get enough of her. Those golden 
hazel eyes, the cute dimples that form on her cheeks whenever she 
smiles, wow, I have landed myself an angel. my phone rang 
bringing me out of my train of thoughts, I didn't even look at the 
caller ID before I answer, Well I think I should have. 


"Hello," I spoke my voice sounded dreamy even for my ears. 


"Hi sis, I am not your girlfriend so you can stop trying to sound husky, 
because that doesn't suit you, you sound like a horse" Minnie my sister 
joked. 


"Thank you for that compliment Nie but I currently don't have a 
girlfriend yet," I told her. 


"Well, I heard that my ever so smart sister is all whipped over a girl 
whom she forgot to ask the name from," she said. voice. a sing-song 


"Did mom tell you that?" I asked, now embarrassed. 


"Yes she did, so when am I going to meet my future sister-in-law, 
because I need to ask for some dating tips from her, do you know that is 
a very brilliant idea of hers in making you find her" Minnie said. 


"Well, it would be good to read in books Nie, but in reality, I am 
stressed out you know, it is not easy finding a person by just knowing 


where they reside," I told her. 


"It does sound hard but, a little hard work is not going to do you any 
harm sis, anyway did you meet her again?" she asked. 


"Yes we did meet for the second time," I told her fervently. 


"Well, tell me all about it," Minnie asked equally jovial as me, so I 
told her all about our second meet. 


I did not know how the time flew by, but we talked for two hours 
straight. "So I was thinking of taking a break from my search and 
heading to Sussex this weekend." I told her. 


"That would be refreshing Lisa, I think you need it," Minnie told me 
and I heard her yawn. 


"Goodnight Nie sounds like you are extremely tired I will call you 
tomorrow," I said. 


"You too Lisa night, bye," she said before the line went dead. Well, 
it was nice talking to my sister. 


After that talk with my sister, I took my pajamas and went into 
the bathroom to take a nice and relaxing shower. Twenty minutes 
in the shower did help my muscles to relax and I am ready for bed, 
after turning off the lights I laid down on my bed and closed my 
eyes and the first thought that popped up was those golden hazel 
eyes and the woman that it belongs to, she was sitting on a wooden 
chair in a beautiful meadow surrounded with lilacs. And reading a 


book. And I sat down near a tree staring at my angel. She looked so 
in peace and just by looking at her made me slowly close my eyes 
with a smile on my face and within minutes I was in a peaceful 
slumber. 
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Chapter 7 


JENNIE 


"Would you please stop meddling with that poor radio, it's 
annoying," I told Chaeng irritated she has been constantly changing 
channels for the past twenty minutes now, and it's getting into my 
nerves? 


"There is nothing good to listen to, so what am I supposed to do?" 
Rosé whined. 


"Then use your phone to listen to something, that you like and 
leave that poor thing alone," I replied. 


"That's a good idea why didn't I think of that earlier, hmm," Rosé 
thought aloud and took her phone out to searched for the music she 
wanted. 


Sometimes I wonder how did I land a friend like Rosé because, to 
be honest, I don't have that many friends either, but when I make 
friends, I will always treasure them for life, Rosé was such a person. 


We met during our senior year in high school, she was always 
getting bullied for her petite size and for being the school's nerd, 
but no one saw the real Rosé behind those thick-rimmed glasses she 
wore, the baggy clothes, and the tons of books she carries daily to 
school, I think, now I know where she has that much strength to 
carry me, anyway I did see the real her behind that facade she had 
and we just instantly click, so that is how we ended up the best of 
friends. 


"Jen, Jendeukie earth to Jennie." I heard Rosé calling me from the 
passenger seat. 


"Huh, what is it?, did I make a wrong turn?" I asked now coming 
out of my trance. 


"No silly we are in the correct lane, anyway what were you 
thinking and smiling alone for, you had been doing that from that 
time you came from Philippines you know." Chaeng questioned me, 
confused. I smiled once more before speaking. 


"I was thinking about the first time I met you at school," I told 
her. The moment I told her that she let out a groan. 


"Don't even remind me of those years of hell, anyway, you 
wouldn't have been thinking of our meet for this long so come on 
tell me what is it?" she started pestering me, she sure can change 
her mood in an instant I thought. 


"Fine, I met this girl in Philiplines." I told her blushing. 


"Oh, I can smell love brewing in the air now, omg ahh I...a...am 
choking this is too much," Rosé said making fun of me. 


I hit her arm, feeling my cheeks heat up even more and I felt this 
weird feeling that was building up in the pit of my stomach 
whenever I thought of Lisa. And I heard Rosé laughing. "Ok, so tell 
me who is the girl?" she asked finally controlling her laugh. 


"Well her name is Lisa." and I told her everything from our small 
encounter in Manila till our last meet. 


"Wow, so you are telling me that the girl spends an entire week in 
London searching for you, with only knowing where you reside? 
well, it looks like she has an interest in you." Rosé finished. 


"Yeah, I didn't think that she would waste her time finding a girl 
that she bumped into, I mean I feel so special, I told her now 
beaming. 


"Well I think you deserve it Jen, after all, that you have gone 
through in life, a little love is not going to harm you," Rosé said. 


"I guess you are right, let's hope that we meet again," I said. 


"You will meet again, for that warm-heart of yours Jen, no one 
can say no to you," Rosé told me, and after that, the rest of the car 
journey was spent in silence till we reached our hotel. 


After parking my car in the parking lot, we took our bags and 
made our way into the hotel. "Hi ma'am welcome to the Sea Side, 
how can I help you?" the receptionist behind the desk asked 
sweetly. 


"Well I have booked a room under the name Jennie Kim," I told 


her. 


"Just a minute ma'am," she said, before typing something on her 
computer, and then later she got us the key. 


"Enjoy your stay here ma'am," she said. 


"Sure, thank you." I replied. And with that, she turned her 
attention to the next person. 


While we were waiting for the lift to arrive I felt like I saw Lisa 
here, so when I turned to look back in the lobby there was no one, 
hmmm maybe I have started to hallucinate now, I thought. "Jen the 
lift has arrived, what are you doing there staring at the lobby?" 
Rosé asked me confused. 


"Nothing," I told her before getting into the lift. 


LISA 


"Mam, here is your room's keycard, and I will ask a bell boy to 
take your bags to the room," the receptionist told me, she was 
trying so hard to flirt with me that I thought I might vomit. 


"Thank you, "I told her coldly. And headed towards the lift. The 
hotel today was fairly crowded maybe it's not only me who thought 
to get away for the weekend. 


While waiting for the elevator I searched for my phone in my 
pockets, but it wasn't there then I remembered that I left it in the 
car, dang it now I have to go back to retrieve it. I signed and rushed 
out of the lobby. 


When I reached the front desk I thought I saw Mandu, so when I 
turned to look around I couldn't find her anywhere the only thing I 
saw was the side profile of a woman who was inside the elevator, 
she had the same build as Mandu but I couldn't get a better view 
because the doors to the elevator closed soon after. I don't think it is 
her. 


And I must Have started to hallucinate now, I thought before 
heading back outside. If I get to meet her again then I can confirm 
that she is the one for me I thought while I was heading back inside 
the hotel. But for now, I need to relax, because last week was a 
strenuous week for me after all. 


XAK 


Chapter 8 


JENNIE 


"Chaeng, ready or not I will leave in five minutes." I yelled, Rosé 
has been in the bathroom for one hour now, it's already ten in the 
morning and if she doesn't hurry up I don't think we can make it for 
breakfast. 


"Coming Jen, jeez what got into your pants and died?" Rosé asked 
me while coming back into the bedroom wearing a pink sundress. 


"I think it might be a hamster but I am not sure." I replied 
jokingly while placing a finger on my chin in a thinking gesture. 


"That poor hamster, it must have died due to that unbearable 
smell from your pants." she retorted. 


"Oh shut up, and let's leave, I am famished," I told her. 


"Yeah sure come on I am done," Rosé told before leaving the 
room. I took my purse, keycard, and phone and left the room, and 
made my way towards the elevator. 


"So where are we having breakfast?" Rosé asked when we got 
inside the elevator. 


"I think we will have breakfast in a restaurant near the beach, 
that way we don't have to drive to the beach again," I told her. 


"Sounds good to me," Rosé said and right then the elevator dinged 
signaling that we have reached the ground floor. 


"Hi, ma'am, what would you like to have today?" the waitress 
asked us when we were seated. 


"I will have a sandwich with a large cup of coffee, " Rosé said 
after looking at the menu. 


"I will have the same," I told the waitress. 


"Sure ma'am," the waitress said smiling before writing down our 
orders on the pad and heading towards the kitchen. 


"So, Jen you never said you got a "new friend" at the dinner party 
you attended with your mom," Rosé asked me putting air quotes in 
the new friend. 


"How do you know that? did I tell you?" I asked her confused. I 
don't remember telling her. 


"No you didn't, but you should have told me.Never mind, but that 
new friend of yours might or might not have called the office asking 
for your whereabouts," Rosé told me in a teasing manner. 


"It's nothing, we met at the party, you know how I am when I go 
to parties right, so I was sitting alone watching people mingle and 
then Shawn came along and we both just talked, till my mum told 
me we are leaving," I told her. 


"Oh that is so cute, now you have two admirers," Rosé said 


beaming. 


"Oh shut up Chaeng, Shawn and I are just friends moreover he is 
my mum's boss's son, and also he would have a girlfriend," I told 
her. 


"Hmm, that sounds believable too, but I would have believed you 
If he wouldn't have called me and asked about you," Rosé said. 


"Maybe he lost my number, so he called the office, no big thing, "I 


said brushing it off right then the food arrived. 


"Oh, my gosh, I am so full I think I might explode." Rosé 
exaggerated after we were done eating and I smiled. 
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"Come on, Chaeng let's go to the beach, "I told her. 


"Can you carry me? I can't walk, Rosé asked with a puppy dog 
face. 


"No Chaeng, I don't want to break my hip anytime soon, but if 
you walk I might buy you some ice cream," I told her and with that, 
she whipped up from the chair and ran out, towards the beach. 
Things that Rosé do for food I thought and shook my head. 


"Jen, can we go swim?" Rosé asked. 


"I don't want to come, Rosé, you go ahead I will just stay here, "I 
told her, continuing to read my book. 


"Jen come on, no one is going to judge you, please come on you 
have never swum out in public after that incident." Rosé begged me. 


"No Rosé please don't force me you go ahead," I told her. 


"Fine do what you want, but Jennie, one day you will have to get 
through that fear and I will make sure of it." with that Rosé 
marched towards the beach. While I sat there envying her. 


It's not that I am scared of the sea or anything it is something that 
happened four years back, back when my mum and dad were still 
together. I was a bit curvy at that time so when I wear a bikini it is 
very obvious. For the summer we went to my grandparents' house 
my father's parents. 


My father is from a rich family, unlike my mum, so all my cousins 
there were very snobbish, spoiled brats. One day when all of us 
cousins went for a swim in the pool, Chahee who is a year older 
than I started making fun of me "Jennie, I think you should go to a 
gym or something, have you seen your body in the mirror, you look 
horrible, no wonder you don't have a boyfriend yet" she said and all my 
other cousins joined her laughing at me and throwing insults my 
way, that day I felt so embarrassed and insecure that I never swam 
in the public again and no one knows about this except Rosé since I 
didn't want to create any problems within the family. 


LISA 


Hmm, that was a good night's sleep I thought stretching myself 
before getting up from the bed and heading towards the bathroom. 


After a nice hot shower, I changed into some jeans and a black t- 
shirt before leaving my hotel room to go and explore a bit around 
here. Well, it sure looks like a good day for a swim on the beach I 
guess, but before that, I will have to feed my grumbling tummy. So 
I headed towards a street food van. 


"What would you like to have Mam?" the guy in the van asked 
me. 


"I will have your breakfast special," I told him my order. 


"Ten minutes" he said before heading inside to prepare my food. 
Once I paid for it I took the food and walked on the sidewalk 
enjoying the scenery and having my breakfast now this is what you 
call a real getaway. 


My phone rang and the caller ID said it was my mom "Hey mom, 
what's up?" I asked her. 


"Hey darling, so did you get to meet her again?" mom asked me. 


"No mom I only met her once last week, and she gave me the next pair 
of her number and a letter from her name," I told her. 


"What's the letter?" mom asked eagerly. 


"It's "J" and she said that it comes in two places in her name I have 
been thinking of many names but I still didn't get it," I told her. 


"Well, next time you meet her, ask how many letters are there in her 
name it will be easier to find." mom adviced me. 


"Sure that sounds great thanks mom, so anything else, " I asked her. 


"Nothing else darling, I will call you later bye take care," she said. 


"Bye mom," I told her before hanging up. 


After that phone call, I walked for another hour or two before 
heading back to the hotel. I guess I will finish my work today since 
I am free so that dad will not have a lot of burdens. 
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Chapter 9 


JENNIE 


"Hey, Jen what time is it?" Rosé asked me, coming out from the 
water. 


"It's three pm and I am heading back to the hotel, do you want to 
come?" I asked her while packing my book and iPad in the bag I 
brought with me. 


"I will come back in another two hours, you can go ahead first, 
but we are heading out for dinner at six," Rosé said. 


"Sure that would be perfect, I am going to have a tour of my own 
around this town so why don't we meet at six at the restaurant we 
went to in the morning?" I asked her. 


"Sure sounds good to me, bye Jen," she said waving me off. 


"Bye," I said waving before I made my way towards the hotel. 


LISA 


After completing my work, I relaxed back into my chair and I 
looked out through my window, it's four in the afternoon and the 
beach looks fairly crowded now, couples were making out, parents 
chasing their kids around, it looked fun and since I will be leaving 


tomorrow, I think I better take a dip in that crystal blue water. After 
packing away my laptop I took my swimming trunk and sports bra 
out of my bag and made my way to the bathroom to change. After 
changing I took my keycard and left the room heading towards the 
elevator. 


I exited the hotel and walked towards the beach. When I found a 
less crowded spot I dropped my towel and my keycard and sat on 
the fine coarse sand. I sat there for fifteen minutes before getting up 
and removing my t-shirt leaving my sports bra, I made my way 
towards the water. 


"Oh shit, someone please help, I think something is grabbing my 
leg." I heard a blonde woman scream, waving frantically just a few 
feet away from me and when I looked around there was no one who 
was near enough to help her, I sighed and swam towards her. 


"Hey, hey calm down I have got you, just hold my hand I will pull 
you to the shore, ok?" I asked her and she just nodded feeling 
scared thinking what might have got here leg. 


After she had a death grip on my bicep, I managed to take her 
back to the shore, and when I pulled her out of the water to see 
what aquatic animal caught her leg?, I burst into a fit of laughter, I 
couldn't stop laughing and I saw the girl go red due to 
embarrassment. 


"Yeah, yeah laugh all you want on the poor victim," blondie said 
sarcastically. 


I calmed myself enough to speak I asked her. "So I think you should 
take that poor creature off your leg, I think it might still be hurting 
you." I replied sarcastically. 


"Oh shut up, how would I know, that it was just seaweed, and 
thank god I didn't get a wide audience for myself if not I would 
have been utterly humiliated," the blondie said. 


"Anyway, thank you for saving me from getting eaten by a 
seaweed I appreciate that Ms. knight in shining armor." she retorted 
with equal sarcasm. 


"No problem. I will be at your service anytime my Princess. 
Anyway, what is your name?" I asked her. 


AN 


"I am Rosé." she replied. 


"And you are," she asked? 


"I am Lisa your savior, "I told her, giving her a bow. 


"Oh, I didn't know that there was someone out there in this world 
that is having the exact personality like mine, Jen would just love 
it. Holy moly, I have to be for dinner at six." Rosé was blabbering to 
herself. "Well, nice meeting you but I got to go bye" Rosé said and 
without waiting to hear my response she sprinted away. 


Hmm, that girl has a lot of stamina and whoever this Jen is she 
must be having a lot of fun for having a friend like Rosé. Now I 
better go back I need some rest, I sure had an eventful day today 


though. 
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JENNIE 


I have been waiting for Rosé for ten minutes now and she is still 
not here yet. Where did this girl vanish, did she drown at the beach, 
I thought and smiled, well now that would be nice to see when she 
starts screaming and a poor hot guy would rush to save her. "Ma'am 
what do you like to have?" the waitress came to get my order. 


"I will have two of your seafood platers, with two iced tea thank 
you." I gave her my order. She wrote them down before leaving as 
soon as she left I saw Rosé approach the table. 


"Well, the Queen has at last thought of spending some time with 
me," I said when she took a seat. On the chair. 


"Oh shut up, Jen I had the most horrible day at the beach after 
you left," she mumbled. 


"Why, did you drown? and now you have come as a ghost to 
haunt me." I asked her, gasping at her and giving her a shocked 
face. 


"It's worst than that," she spoke up. 


"I have all night so tell me." 


She began telling me what happened at the beach by the end of 


the story I burst out laughing. "Omg, Chaeng you have embarrassed 
yourself to the max today, I should have stayed back just to watch 
that." I said her wiping tears from my eyes. 


"So, what's the girl's name?" I asked her. "I think she said 
something, Lis, Lali, or something I can't remember." Rosé replied. 


"Can we eat now?" she whined. 


"sure," I said. 


Back at the hotel... 


It's one a.m and I still couldn't sleep, I have been tossing and 
turning for the past two hours but I still couldn't sleep, I have been 
thinking a lot after we came back from the beach. The teasing, the 
mocking my cousins did to me, they are still so vivid in my head 
that I just couldn't forget them. Urgh, why is life so hard for me? 
When I turned yet again in the past five minutes I saw Chaeng 
sound asleep, and I envy that very much. 


After staying in bed for another ten minutes I gave up on falling 
asleep and instead I quietly got out of bed and made my way to the 
bathroom. Once inside I locked the door behind me before getting 
my swimsuit out from the small bag I brought along with me, and 
quickly changed, before leaving the bathroom I wore a silk shirt 
and tipped toed my way towards the room door, on my way out I 
grabbed the room keycard and left the room heading towards the 
elevator. 


Well, I always loved swimming at night, under those millions of 
bewitching diamonds in the sky, the cold night breeze, when the 
entire country is sleeping I get to enjoy my time alone from the 
judging eyes of people. Ding the elevator goes, signaling that we 
have arrived on the last floor, I got out of the elevator and made my 
way towards the hotel pool. The pool lights were still on so it was 
pitch dark out here and the full moon is illuminating its silvery 
light. 


I removed my shirt and slowly dipped my toes in the water. 
Wow, it is cold but that is how I like it so I slowly sink my entire 
body into the water, after my body was adjusted to the temperature 
I started doing laps. I had been swimming for about an hour now 
and when I resurfaced back from the water I heard the elevator go 
ding, oh shoot, that only means someone came here I thought 
before turning to face the elevator. When the door opened it 
revealed the person in it... 


KA 
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Chapter 10 


JENNIE 


Click, click I heard the camera, taking pictures of me. "Omg, Jen 
you know this is gold for me?" Rosé said continuing to click pictures 
from different angles. 


"Yeah right, why don't you frame it and hang it at your house to 
show that Jennie has finally got into the pool," I asked her 
sarcastically. 


"That is exactly what I am going to do," Chaeng said, now coming 
near the pool and taking a seat in the pool chair. 


"So how did you know I was here?" I asked her, swimming to the 
edge of the pool. 


"Well, what can I say I know you too well Jen, I knew at one 
point you will have to give away your fears and just do what your 
heart desires because you will never know whether will you get 
hurt or not if you don't give it a try," Rosé said. 


"You are always right Chaeng," I told her genuinely. 


"So, I was thinking that instead of going hiking tomorrow, why 
don't we go to the beach and then head home." I asked her. 


"Anything for you. My queen," she said dramatically. 


"But can we like find some other beach tomorrow? since I don't 
want to go back to the place where I humiliated myself, " Rosé 
asked and I laughed at her. 


"Sure fine by me," I told her. 


"So I am heading back to bed, enjoy as much as you want before 
coming back, goodnight," Rosé told me before getting up from the 
chair. 


"Goodnight Chaeng, thank you for always being there for me," I 
told her. 


"Always," she whispered before yawning and waved at me one 
last time before the elevator doors were closed. 


I think she is right, If I just follow what my heart desires then I 
think I might be content with myself. But is it the same with Lisa 
too, can I trust her, will she leave me after knowing about my past, 
no Jennie stop thinking all those, if you are destined to be with Lisa 
then no one can change that, just hope for the best. I consoled 
myself. 


After swimming for another twenty minutes I was bored and I 
want to feel the salty water wash my legs, hear the sound of water 
crashing the rocks, and smell the ocean close to me so I got out of 
the pool and dried myself using the towel I brought with me and 
put on my shirt. I think I will just go down to the beach, wash my 
legs, or even better take a quick dip in the water before coming 
back to sleep, hmm now that is a good idea I guess. 


After thinking about what I was going to do I headed back to the 
elevator and made my way to the ground floor, I saw a few guards 
doing night duty so I waved at them before heading out into the 
night. The breeze made a shiver run down my spine but in a 
calming manner. The sound of the oceans was like music to my 
ears. Once I reached the shore I quickly removed my shirt and ran 
into the midnight blue ocean, when I was fully submerged I started 
to swim around a bit. And I came back up and just stood in the 
ocean staring at the moon it was so beautiful and magnificent from 
here, and I felt Like if I moved a little closer I might be able to 
touch it. 


I heard a throat clearing behind me so I turned to look who was it 
and when I saw the person my heart skipped a beat, and I felt like a 
million butterflies were left astray in my stomach. 


KKKKKK 


LISA 


It's almost three A.M and I didn't know what woke me up, but 
now I just can't get back to sleep. Err why is life so cruel to me? I 
came here so that I can find some peace, but no Now I can't even 
sleep peacefully. I stared at the ceiling for about ten minutes and 
then I had enough of it so I got up from the bed and put on a black 
t-shirt and some shorts and left my room, maybe if I just have a nice 


long walk in the seashore, I could get back to sleep, hmm now that 
sounds like a good plan to me so that is where I headed to the 
mighty blue sea. 


I had been walking for five minutes and I felt a wave of 
tranquility wash over me, now this is what you call peace I thought 
to myself. While I was staring at the beach while walking I saw a 
woman standing in the water and staring at the moon, the silvery 
light reflecting her, made her look even more beautiful she looked 
so serene. So I went nearer to the seashore and cleared my throat 
and I think she heard it because she quickly turned in my direction 
and Ghaad did I ever mention that I am the luckiest person on 
earth, they're standing in the ocean with water dripping from her 
face and hair is hazel I just couldn't believe my luck. 


"Lisa," she asked sounding unsure, I know darling even I couldn't 
believe that you are here I thought. 


"The one and only," I told her with a huge smile on my face. 


"Omg, I think we are having a lot of luck lately." she commented 
while coming towards me. Once she got off the water I checked her 
out and wow was she hot, she had curves in all the right places, and 
those water droplets in her body is not helping my situation. "Yeah I 
know I don't have the best body, and please quit staring at me, " 
Mandu told, sounding irritated. 


"You know what, you have the most beautiful body I have ever 
seen, if the other guys look at you they will worship the floor you 
walked in, and don't underestimate yourself, every human being is 
beautiful in their way, they may be fat or thin but there is a beauty 
in them, and for me, your outer appearance doesn't matter. Because 
no matter how you look outside, I know that within you, is made up 


of pure gold." I told her. When I looked at her eyes I saw it was 
glittering with tears. 


"Hey, did I tell something to offend you? I am so sorry I didn't 
k..." Mandu cut me off mid-sentence. 


"No Lisa, you are the only person who made me blissful of myself, 
I was always self-conscious, but from now on I will not be that way, 
thank you," she told me. 


"No problem, now would you mind having a walk with me?" I 
asked her. 


"Sure, lead the way." she gestures, so I happily proceeded. 


"Ok, now since we met again can I get another letter and number, 
please?" I asked. 


"Sure, the letter is "E" and the number is "52" She told me. 


"Ok so next time, can we please set a meeting place?" I asked her. 
And she was thinking for a while before speaking. 


"Nope, we can't set a meeting place, but I will give you a riddle 
and if you can solve it then you will meet me again in one week 
since I will be spending some time there," she told me. 


"Sure that would be great, I told her. 


"So what is the riddle?" I asked her. 


"The tall skyscrapers ruined my sisters but I managed to 
survive in all those years, the life in me is serene and slow 
with all the animals you can find here and more, most of my 
land is surrounded by grapevine leaves, that I get lost plenty, 
the people here wear hats made with straw and always hang 
out in the big den made of the grove." She finished. 


Wow, now that is one hell of a riddle. "So, this is a place in the 
UK, and I will be staying there for about a week, it is a small place 
so I know you will be able to solve the riddle by then, you will find 
me there. And also I got to go it is very late, bye Lisa sees you next 
time." Mandu said before running off in the opposite direction. 


I wanted to follow her and see which hotel she was staying but I 
was too busy trying to figure out the riddle that by the time I 
turned, she was gone. Hmm, I think I have to solve this riddle now. 
I thought before heading back to the hotel. 


KAK 
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Chapter 11 


LISA 


Now from the riddle I figured out that it must be the countryside 
but there are just too many places with grape plantation and I only 
have one week, how on earth am I going to meet Mandu in one 
week if I can't even figure out the place. 


It's been five hours since I came back home and started solving 
the riddle but I feel like I have not found anything much. Ring ring, 
I heard my phone ring from the coffee table so I got up from the 
office chair to go and retrieve it. Why is mom making a video call 
now hmm must be something important so I answered the call? 


"Hi mom what's up?" I asked her. 


"Oh my god, daughter, have you been living in the cave for the past 
few days?" she asked me with a frantic voice. 


"No, mom I have...." I was interrupted when I hear my sister's 
outcry. 


"Oh my Lisa what happened to you? you look like someone from the 
past, like the first kind of human species" she exclaimed, dramatically. 
while poking her head between mom. 


"I meet her again when I was on my vacation to Sussex, and she gave 
me this riddle to solve so if I manage to solve this then I get to meet her 
next week. " I explained. 


"Oh now this is getting interesting, so what is the riddle? I may be able 
to help you with that." my sister told me. 


"Tall skyscrapers ruined my sisters but I managed to survive in all 
those years, the life in me is serene and slow with all the animals you 
can find here and more, most of my land is surrounded by grapevine 
leaves, that I get lost plenty, the people here wear hats made with straw 
and always hang out in the big den made of the grove." I told them the 
riddle. 


They thought for a while before my sister spoke again "From the 
riddle, I found that it must be some countryside place so I have seven 
places in mind, and since you have one week to find her I suggest you 
visit all those seven locations." my sister said. 


"That sounds great why don't you text me those places and I will go 
check them out." I asked her enthusiastically. 


"Sure no problem, but sis you know that I don't help you for free 
right?" she asked me with a smirk. I huffed and replied. 

"The money will be transferred to your account tonight, happy now?" 

"Very much, thank you, sis see you next time bye," she told me. 

Once she leaves the room it was the only mom and I left. 


"So did she give you another letter? " mom asked. 


"Yes she did mom. " I answered. 


"So what is it?" mom asked. 


"It's 'E, so can you think of any name now?" I asked her. It was 
silent after I asked, no one spoke, both of us were deep in our 
thoughts. 


"JENNIE??." mom spoke bringing me back to reality. 


"Jennie, are you sure about that?" I asked her. 


"I am very sure darling why don't you call her by that name next time 
you guys meet and see her response?" mom said. 


"That sounds great mom, hopefully, I get the name right. "I expressed 
her my worry. 


"My instincts have never been wrong so you can trust me on it, 
anyway I got to go, darling, wish you luck, hopefully, you guys get to 
meet again." mom said. 


"Sure mom, take care, bye," I said before hanging up. 


Now I just need to start packing for a week of a new adventure 
ahead. I thought to myself. 


KKKKKK 


JENNIE 


It's been two days since I last met Lisa and two days since I 
returned from my vacation, it was a nice and relaxing vacation after 
all because not only was I able to clear my mind but I think I have 


managed to overcome one of my fears too. I never thought that I 
was capable of doing it but in the end, it all depends on the 
confidence that you have in yourself. 


Knock knock 


"Come in." I called 


"Hey Jen, there is this hot person who is waiting in the reception 
area to meet you, shall I send him in?" Rosé asked me with a raised 
eyebrow, while she entered my office. 


"Sure, what is his/her name?" I asked her, can it be Lisa, has she 
already found out who I am? 


"I forgot to ask the name, but the person told me that one of your 
friend.." Rosé facepalms herself. 


"That is alright Rosé send the person in. " I replied. 


"Sure." she replied before leaving my office. 


Every second that may took to come to my office I felt like my 
heart is about to jump out of my ribcage, it's like you are waiting 
for your exam results and you don't know whether will you pass or 
fail. 


Knock knock 


"Come in," I said in a squeaky voice, what the hell is wrong with 
me it is just a human, not some alien Jennie get a hold of yourself I 
scolded myself. When the door opened it revealed someone I never 
thought will keep in touch with me after that night. 


"Hey, did I disturb you?" Shawn asked me. 


"No I was just bored out of my mind, nothing much for me to do 
today." I replied. 


"Anyway, come on having a seat." I offered. 


"Thank you." he replied before seating a seat opposite me. 


"So I never thought that we would keep in touch. "I answered 
honestly. 


"Oh come on Jen, I liked you personally the other day when we 
spoke so I thought of getting to know you better," he sayed. 


"Oh, um thank you, I guess. " I replied with a shy smile at the 
end. 


"So, do you have time to catch a cup of coffee with me?" he asked 
me. 


"Um sure I was anyway planning to going home," I said. 


"Ok so I will be waiting for you downstairs," Shawn said. 


"Sure I will be down in five minutes," I told him. Once Shawn left 
my office I turned off my laptop and grabbed my bag before exiting. 


"Bye Chaeng I am leaving," I told her on my way out. 


"Well are you going back to the hottie's home is it? don't forget to 
give me the details later." Rosé asked suggestively. 


"Oh shut up, we are just friends nothing more." I conceded. 


"Yeah right a friend you never told me about nor introduced me 
to either," she said. 


"I will answer all your questions tomorrow, bye," I told her before 
leaving since I didn't want to stay any longer to hear her perverted 
talks. 


"Bye Jennie enjoy your life while you still can." Rosé screams 
from her office I just smiled before leaving. 


"Hey ready to leave?" Shawn asked me when he saw me exiting 
the building and walking towards his car 


"Yes." I replied before getting into the passenger seat while Shawn 
got behind the wheel. 


KA 


Chapter 12 


JENNIE 


"So where are we going?" I asked Shawn. 


"There is this cozy coffee shop downtown which I visit frequently, 
so we can go there, or we can go somewhere you like too," Shawn 
asked me I thought for a while, I have never been to other coffee 
shops except Starbucks because I am so addicted to their coffee, I 
guess trying something new is not going to hurt right?. 


"No that is fine we can go to the place you suggested. " I replied 
with a smile. 


"Well trust me you will not regret it," he said before speeding off. 


We drove for another 20 minutes before Shawn parked the car 
near a small shop it looked really cute from the outside with gothic 
architecture "So shall we go in?" Shawn asked me after discarding 
his keys from the ignition. 


"Sure," I told him and I got down from the car. After locking the 
car Shawn came to stand beside me. 


"After you." he gestures, I smile at him. 


"Such a gentleman." I replied to him. 


"Always will be a gentleman for the ladies." he replied with a 
smirk and bow, well I guess he will be a great person to hang out 
with I thought, and made a mental note to introduce him to Chaeng 
later. I smile at him and opened the door to the shop. When I 
opened, a small bell on top of the door chimes signaling the people 
inside the shop, that someone had come. 


After stepping in I looked around the place there were small 
tables with two or four chairs surrounding them and each table had 
a vase of fresh bouquets, the light that illuminated the place had a 
soft glint that lit up the entire place." Hey, Shawn son it's been a 
long time since I've seen you here?" a stout, beautiful woman who 
was in her mid-forties greeted Shawn. 


"It indeed was a very long time Stella. "Shawn replied. And I just 
smiled looking at them. 


"So who is this beauty here, is she your wife?" Stella asked 
Shawn. And my eyes widen when I heard the word wife. 


"Um, no I am his um friend," I said giving out a nervous smile. 


"Yeah, we both met each other a few weeks back." Shawn replied. 


"Oh that is sad, anyway I think you two will make a great couple. 
" Stella said. 


"Alright, come on I will direct you two to a nice cozy table, come 
with me." 


"Thank you, Stella," Shawn said before taking a seat. 


"So, what would you two like to have?" Stella asked her pen and 
notepad out. while taking. 


"I will have a cup of espresso," I told her. 


"I will have a cup of black coffee with two cubes of sugar, and 
two plates of your famous burnt Cheesecake," Shawn said after 
closing the menus and handing it over to Stella, and I did the same 
thing. 


"I will be back in a jiffy, till then you guys get comfortable," Stella 
said before leaving our table. 


"So, how do you know about this place?" I asked Shawn. 


"Well, I used to come here for breakfast with my friends when I 
was in college," he said. 


"No wonder Stella knows you that well," I told him. 


"Of course, she would never forget us for the rest of her life since 
we left a very long-lasting impression," he said. 


"What did you do?" I asked him, out of curiosity, so he started 
telling me how he and his friend scared away all her customers 
telling them that this place was haunted and the lady behind the 
counter was a vampire who uses human blood to make her red 
velvet cake and human fat to make her burnt Cheesecake on the 
night of Halloween. 


"You won't believe it she had no customers for over a month, and 
when she figured out the reason she came chasing us down the 
street with her rolling pin," Shawn said and I couldn't stop myself 
from laughing along with him. 


"Oh good you must have been a trouble maker in your youth," I 
told him after the laughter died. 


"That is very true," he said proudly. 


"So where is your friend, are you two still in touch?" I asked, and 
Shawn remains silent for a while before replying. 


"We fought on the last day of college, and we never saw each 
other again." He replied. 


"Oh!" that is all I was able to reply. 


"So anyway let's stop digging the past and let's talk about you," 
Shawn said. 


"What do you want to know about me?" I asked him. 


"Well for starters do you have a boyfriend," he asked. 


"Hmm let me think as far as I can recall the last boyfriend I had 
was when I was in high school," I told him. 


"Ok so what about you?" I asked. 


"I broke up with my ex-girlfriend four months back she was just 
after my money, not me." he said with a shrug. 


"Don't worry there will be a girl who will be made just for 
waiting for you out there, you will find her when the time comes," I 


told him. 


"I hope so too," he said and sends a wink my way. 


While we were talking about other things Stella brought us our 
orders "Enjoy!" she said before leaving us alone once again. 


"I will be staying at Camel Valley next week to get some ideas for 
my new project." I answered when he asked me if I was free next 
week. 


"Well that is great then we can meet each other there then since I 
will be coming there on Saturday for a meeting. " he said. I thought 
for a while before replying. 


"Sure that sounds good" 


We stayed at that place for two hours before I got up to leave. 


"My mom has been texting me to come back home, looks like 
something important so I will be leaving now hope to meet you 
next time." I said while getting up. 


"I will drop you off." Shawn offered. 


"No that is alright I have to make a few stops before heading 
home, but anyway thank you for coffee it was nice talking to you." I 
told him. 


"You're welcome till we meet next time, bye," Shawn said and I 


waved at him too. After I got out of the shop I rushed to the 
opposite side of the run and stopped a taxi. 


KKKKKK 


LISA 


It's been four years since the last time I stepped foot in the coffee 
shop. And four years since I lost my best friend. And now here I am 
standing in front of the very coffee shop where we had a lot of 
memories that I wish to forget. The bell chimed when I opened the 
door and I saw Stella behind the counter when she heard the bell 
she looks up and there was surprise evident in her steel-grey eyes. 


"Lisa, it's been a long while," she said coming towards me. 


"Hey Stella," I said with a small smile playing on my lips. 


"Hey, go and have a seat I will be right back, it is nice to have 
two surprises in one day," she said and before I could ask what she 
met she ran back into the kitchen. I look around and I was met with 
a pair of brown eyes who was intensely starring at me so I smile at 
him and I made my way to that person. 


"Hello Shawn long time, no see." I asked with a sarcastic tone. 


"Same here, I thought you would never return. " he replied with a 
smile on his face, and my smile slightly flattered. 


"So what brings you back here?" he asked after a pause. 


"Well, I guess that is none of your business." I replied in a 
monotone. 


"Hmm, let me see the last I checked it is supposed to be my job as 
your best friend, to know about your business," he said with a 
mocking smile, that makes me grit my teeth in the anger that is 
boiling within me. 


"I think you are forgetting something Shawn, we aren't best 
friends and we will never be either, so better mind your own 
fucking business, and stay out of mine." I growled at him. 


"Whatever your business is here I will anyway figure it out sooner 
or later, and remember one thing Lisa once I get my hands on it, 
let's just say game on." Shawn said with a challenging tone and got 
up from his chair, and dusted off the non-existed dust on his 
immaculate suit before smiling at me and leaving the small coffee 
shop, leaving me irked and annoyed. 


The words he uttered before leaving me, still present inside my 
head like an echo. I know he will seek revenge from me for what 
happened four years ago, and I am scared that Jennie will get 
caught in the middle of a crossfire. But all that I hope for is that we 
make it out alive and together at the end of all this I thought before 
I slowly made my way out of the coffee shop, forgetting that I was 
hungry. 


KA 


There is something in the past 


Chapter 13 


JENNIE 


"Rosé, do you know what I like most at Camel Valley?" I asked 
her excitedly. 


"Uh, the pigs, because the last time we were here, you got chased 
by a pig for stamping its foot, oh god I would never forget that." she 
said in between all the waves of laughter, and I turned beet red in 
embarrassment. 


"Shut up Rosé, that pig didn't have the brain to at least forgive 
me, since just a few minutes before I stamped its foot, I was the one 
to feed it," I told her with an irritated tone. 


"Ok, sorry I will stop, anyway are we staying in the same place as 
the last time?" she asked me. 


"No, actually I found this new place a few blocks away from the 
den, it did look nice." I replied, it was more like a farm actually, but 
the place looked cozy and lenient, moreover I am up for new things 
too, so what is the harm right? 


After we bickered, the car ride was once again smooth and quiet, 
both of us enjoying the morning sun and the scenery in our little 
bubble. 


"Jen, can I ask you something?" Rosé broke the silence after a few 
minutes. 


"Sure go ahead" I replied. 


"The girl you met in Philippines, are you by any chance falling for 
her?" she sounded a bit unsure about the question, maybe because I 
never really talked much about Lisa. 


"I don't know Chaeng, I do like her, she is an easy-going type of 
person, but I am not sure whether is it an act or for real. " I replied 
honestly. 


"If the girl came to find you from America then she must be 
serious right." Rosé reasoned with me, but to be honest I am not 
sure, whether to embrace these new feeling that is blooming inside 
me, or lock those feelings up and guard my heart. 


"Whatever happens, happens for a reason," I said, and the rest of 
the car ride we rode in silence. 


"We are here!" I said cheerily. 


"Wake up Chaeng" 


"Uh, stop screaming in my ear, I am not deaf yet." Rosé grumbled 
while adjusting her seat. 


"Well, I am heading inside first, make sure you lock the car before 
coming. " I told her and got down to get our room keys. 


"Hello, welcome to The Farm, I am Jenna Walker." a woman in 
her late fifties merrily greeted me when I stepped inside the homey 
looking building. 


"Hi, Mrs.Walker, I have made a reservation here, Under the name 


Jennie Kim," I asked. 


"Oh yes dear, why don't you sit over there I will go and fetch your 
room keys," she said. 


"Sure, thank you." I replied sweetly and made my way to the sofa 
to take a seat. 


"Hey Jen, did you know Shawn was staying here too?" Rosé asked 
me when she came inside. I thought Shawn told me that he is 
visiting this Saturday? But before I could voice out my concern, I 
saw the front door open again, and in came Shawn with a huge grin 
on his face and a bouquet of white roses in hand. 


"Hi Jennie" Shawn greeted me while handing me the roses he 
brought with him. 


"Hi Shawn, it's a surprise seeing you here, I mean I wasn't 
expecting to see you till Saturday." I told him. He chuckles a bit. 


"I know, I thought of taking a break from work, so here I am," he 
said and I smiled at him. 


While the two of us were gazing at each other, I heard someone 
clear her throat, breaking out our little moment. 


"Oh um, sorry I forgot to introduce you to my friend and PA here, 
Rosé Park," I told Shawn, and then I turned to Rosé. 


"Rosé this is my new friend Shawn Mendes," I said. 


"Hi nice meeting you," Rosé said extending her hand for a 
handshake. 


"The pleasure is all mine." Shawn replied, accepting the 
handshake. 


"So will you be staying here too?" I asked Shawn. 


"Yes, I stay here always, actually the old couple who is running 
this place, is really sweet and hostile" Shawn replied. 


"Oh joy, we are going to have a load of fun this week," Chaeng 
says gleefully. And I smiled too, knowing that it was true. This week 
is going to be a week full of emotions, hopefully, it ends in a happy 
tone too. 


LISA 


It's been two days since I started my search, and I know I started 
searching two days before the said time. Because If I manage to find 
where Jennie is staying sooner than later then I can spend more 
time with her. But so far my luck was running low since the last 
two places I enquired were dead ends. While I was thinking about 
my next place I felt my phone vibrate, indicating an incoming call. 


"Hello?" I spoke once I answer the call. 


"Hi, sis so any luck in finding yours truly," Minnie asked me. 


"Well so far no, but I am still going to try, but Nie remembers, if all 
the places you suggested were dead ends then I want a refund" I joked 
in a serious tone. 


"Well Lisa, my judgments have never gone wrong so have a little faith 
in me," she said with confidence. 


"I wish I had the same confidence as you" I replied. 


"Lisa does not worry, you will find her, you first got to have some 
faith in yourself, before you trust someone else." she advised. 


"I know, anyway how are mom and dad holding up?" I asked her. 


"They are doing amazing, dad is enjoying been the CEO again, and so 
far there's no problem in the company, so you can stay in peace for 
another two months," she said. 


"Well, I am happy to hear that, don't worry I will be back home by 
then. I reassured her. 


"We will be looking forward to that, anyway Lisa I got to go mom's 
calling me, I will talk to you later bye love you," she said. 


"Bye Nie, tell mom and dad I love them too, and I love you too, and 
you too take care," I said. 


"Sure," she said and then the line went dead. 


Now five more places to go, Jennie please at least be in one of 
them. I prayed. 


AE EAS 


Chapter 14 


JENNIE 


"Good morning Jen, what are you doing?" Chaeng asked me, 
when she entered my room, again without knocking. 


"Do you know something called knocking before you enter 
Chaeng?" I asked. She pretended like she was thinking for a while 
before replying. 


"Hmm, I have never heard of it, anyway what are you doing 
conceited in your room? we barely saw you in the past three days 
of our stay here," Chaeng said with a dramatic tone. I sigh before 


replying. 


"I have been working on my second book in the Longing series, 
and I want to finish it by two months" 


"By doing that you are wasting your youth." Chaeng said. 


"So what do you want me to do?" I asked her in a serious tone. 


"Let's go hang out at The Den tonight, it will be fun, besides 
Shawn will be accompanying us too," she said with an evil glint in 


her eyes, and that mysterious smile on her face. 


"Nothing is going on between Shawn and me, so stop playing 
matchmaker," I told her with an annoyed tone. 


"I never said anything," she said with her hands raised in 
surrender. 


"Be ready by 7, bye," she said, and before I could reply she fled 
from my room simultaneously banging the door. This girl really 
must not be human I thought, before putting away my MacBook 
and walking towards the closet to find something to wear tonight. 


KKKKKK 


LISA 
"Hello I am Maria from, pearl hotel, in Camel Valley, how may I 


assist you today?" The receptionist asked me. 


"Hi, can I make a reservation for two days? I will be arriving at 
your place at 9 am tomorrow, "I asked the receptionist. 


"Sure Mam, how many rooms do you want?" She asked me. 


"Just one would be fine," I said. 


"Can I know your name?" She asked. After making the booking, 
For tomorrow, I laid down on my bed. I have already been to four 
places with no luck, I hope at least tomorrow I will have some clue 
I thought. I had been in my room for the past two hours, and I am 
done sitting up here and doing nothing, so I got up and changed my 
clothes before heading to the nearest country club in this area. 


"Hello, rough night eh?" the bartender asked me, I gave him a 
small smile before nodding. 


"May I give you an advice, if you don't mind?" he asked me while 
refilling my glass of beer. I just nodded for him to continue, since I 
was not in a mood to talk. 


"If you have a problem in life, and you don't know whom to 
consult, then the best option is to confine to a stranger because they 
don't know you henceforth they will not judge you either. " he said, 
I thought about it for a while before speaking. 


"There is this girl who I am looking for with no luck, we met 
when we were on a trip to Philippines, for me she is one of the most 
gorgeous, and a modest person I have met, but the funny thing is 
that she never gave me her name, nor her number instead told me 
that if we are destined to meet again then we will, otherwise we 
will never meet again, so here I am in my quest to find the one 
thing I yearn for." I told him. 


"Mam, have you met her after your first meet?" the bartender 
asked me. 


"Yes I have met her three times, and this will be my fourth," I 
said. 


"Then Mam, you will meet her, but let me give you advice if you 
two finally get together, don't ever let her go, because after hearing 
you speak so highly about her I call tell that she is a keeper," the 
bartender said, and I smiled at him and reply. 


"I will." and that is a promise. 


KKKKKK 


JENNIE 


"Jen, come on let's dance. " Chaeng tried dragging me to the 
dance floor but I stood my ground. 


"No Chaeng, you go ahead I might join you later," I said. 


"You are such a party pooper, anyway wish me luck," she said 
winking at me before disappearing into all that mass of bodies, I 
know why she said that, since she has been trying to get herself a 
proper guy after she messed up to break up, with her ex, now that 
was one hell of a drama. I thought while making my way back to 
our table. 


"Didn't you go dancing with Rosé?" Shawn asked me once I sat 
beside him. 


"Nah, country clubbing is not my thing." I replied. 


"So do you like slow dancing?" Shawn asked. 


"Yeah I do," I said. 


"Then come on," Shawn said while pulling me back on my feet. 


"Where are we going?" I asked him. 


"Don't worry, you will love it, trust me." Shawn replied, while he 
kept dragging me outside and into the grape field. 


"Alright, are you ready," he asked me, we are now in the middle 
of the field surrounded by grape plants, and under the glowing 
moonlight, it was the perfect scenery for a romantic dinner and 
dance. 


"How are we going to dance without any music?" I asked. Shawn 
gave me a smile before pulling out his phone from his pocket, and 
after a while, soft music can be heard, it was nice, the music in the 
background with the sound of the cricket's singing. Shawn places 
one hand around my waist while the other took hold of my right 
hand, and we started swaying to the music. 


"You know something Jennie? how beautiful you look under the 
moonlight," Shawn asked me, while my cheeks heated. 


"I know it is too soon, but I want to be something more than 
friends with you," he said, and I was shocked to hear that. When I 
was about to reply he cut me. "I know you are going to object, we 
can still be friends, but I want to spend more time with you so that 
we can know each other better and later you can decide whether do 
you feel the same way about me," Shawn asked with a desperate 
tone in his voice. 


Shawn is a really good guy, I can't ask for more, but something 
else is stopping me from falling for him, and I still can not figure 
out what it is? and I also know that Shawn is right, I can't decide 
my feelings towards him unless I give him a chance. "I will give you 
a chance, but if I don't feel the same about you then..." I stopped 
mid-sentence, didn't know what to tell. 


"Then we will still, be friends." he replied, and I agreed. 


KA 


Chapter 15 


LISA 


If I manage to savage another holiday in my busy schedule, then I 
am coming here again, I didn't know Camel Valley is such a serene 
place to be. The air free from pollution, the sideways full of lush 
green fields. Wow. 


"Hello kid, are you new here?" an old man asked me, who was 
sitting on a wooden bench, holding a brown dog on its Leach. 


"Hello to you to Sir, and yes I am new here, just visiting all the 
countryside." I replied. And after a pause. "Sir, can you suggest to 
me any famous place here that people will visit often?" I asked him, 
he thought for a while. 


"I think you can visit the Den, it is sort of like a country club, in 
Camel Valley, and the place where everyone comes together," he 
said. 


"Thank you, Sir," I told him. 


"Are you here only for sightseeing or something else?" he asked 
me. I gave him a warm smiled and reply. 


"I am here to find someone." 


"What is her name? I might even know her," he said. 


"Her name is Jennie. I guess I am not sure, she never gave me her 
name." I replied with a thoughtful face. 


"Well I think I have heard that name somewhere, but I can't recall 
where, anyway tonight the town is hosting a Country Dinner party, 
and everyone who resides in Camel Valley come there, also the 
tourists too, and I am inviting you to come also, I think that will be 
a good opportunity for you to find her there." He said. 


"That does sound like a great idea, sir I will be sure to make it 
there on time, thank you for the invite," I told him graciously. 


He laughs at my remark. " It is always my pleasure kid, I wish 
you luck." and got up from the bench, and started walking towards 
a farmhouse. That is when I thought, I forgot to ask the good old 
man his name. 


"Sir, hold on." I screamed and started to run towards him when he 
heard me, he stopped and turns to face me. "It was rude of me to 
not ask your name, can I know your name,?" I asked him. 


"My name is James Walker," he said. 


"It was nice meeting you Mr. Walker," I said before he continued 
to walk back to his house. 


I know if I go to that dinner tonight I will be able to find Jennie. 
Now, what am I going to wear for a dinner party in the countryside, 
hmm, definitely I can't be wearing a suit because people might 
weirdly look at me? So that is how I walked home thinking of what 
to wear, to not make a fool out of myself. 


KKKKKK 


JENNIE 


After the incident with Shawn last night, I had a restless night 
thinking about what I feel for Shawn, and now due to all that 
thinking I did last night, plus the lack of sleep, is taking a toll on 
me, it is already well in the afternoon, and I am sure Shawn and 
Rosé must have gone out to the market, so I am alone at this huge 
farmhouse. Well, it does feel good to be left alone. 


"Good afternoon sweetheart, I did not see you for breakfast today, 
are you sick?" Jenna asked me, coming into the kitchen with a cup 
of coffee in one hand, and a bouquet of wildflowers in the other. 
She placed the flowers in a vase filled with water and turned 
towards where I was seated, waiting for a reply. 


Smiling at her pleasantly I replied "It's nothing Jenna, just the 
usual, work and some other stuff." waving it off as if it was no big 
deal. 


"Alright if you say so, but your face tells me a whole other story, 
anyway sweetheart, there is this Country Dinner party happening at 
the Den tonight, and I would love it if you could come," Jenna said. 


"No that is alright Jenna, I guess I will pass, I am not be socially 
today," I said. 


"You do know that I don't take no for an answer right, so you are 
coming, now would you like some brunch? since you skipped 
breakfast, " Jenna said and I sighed defeated and simply replied 
with a nod, after all, I am famished since I didn't have dinner last 
night either. 


"This is delicious Jenna, where did you learn to cook?" I asked 
her in between mouthfuls of food. 


She glares at me for my table manners but replies anyway "I 
learned it from my mom. " the smile on her face told me that they 
had a very good relationship, just like how mum and I have. 


When I was done, I helped Jenna clean the kitchen and I 
retreated to my room to pick an outfit for tonight. "Jen, where are 
you?, Jenn, Jennieee!" I heard Rosé scream like a banshee, in the 
entire house. 


"I am in my room," I said while fixing my hair. 


"Oh, I didn't see you at all today, anyway ready to go? " Rosé 
said, bragging into my room. 


"I was working, and yes we can go, where is Shawn?" I asked. 


"Oh, I forgot to inform you, something urgent came up in his 
office, so he had to go back home," she said. 


"Oh, that is alright, let us leave then," I said. 


KKKKKK 


We have been in here for two hours now, and it is so crowded 
that it is so hard to keep track of what is going around, I had been 
sitting alone at this table for thirty minutes now, and I have no idea 
where the hell did Rosé vanish. "Hey," I hear a masculine voice ask 
from behind me. When I turn I saw a guy with raven black hair, 
grey eyes, and well build standing there. 


"Uh, hi," I said. 


"Would you like to dance?" he asked. 


"Yeah sure, why not." I replied, and we made our way to the 
dance floor where everyone was there in three lines, wherein each 
line a girl and a guy was facing each other in opposite direction, 
and when I scanned the room I saw Roeé in the far end of the room 
in the same arrangement. And once the music began we started to 
dance, switching partners every five minutes or so, this is a fun 
dance. 


KKKKKK 


LISA 


I had just arrived here twenty minutes ago, and now I am being 
dragged into the dance floor, to dance a weird group dance, I didn't 
get any chance in finding her either, why does life hate me so 
much? Just then the music began to play and all of us started 
dancing. 


So far I have danced with three partners and to be honest, I am 
done with this stupid dance, because all the girls were a bit too 
clingy to my liking. The tone of the song changed once again for us 
to switch partners. When I took hold of the hand of my next partner 
and saw her face I stood there still as a rock, while the music played 
in the background, she too stared at me with a face that showed 
how shocked she was too in seeing me, I never thought I would get 
to meet her again, but here she is in front of me. 


Chapter 16 


LISA 


I never thought I would get to meet her again, but here she is in 
front of me. The first thing I did when I saw her is that I snickered 
straight on her face. And her cheeks start turning a bright shade of 
crimson red. "Oh why does God hate me so much? I thought I will 
never get to meet you again, for the rest of my miserable pathetic 
life." she wailed. 


"Hello to you too. seaweeds you see the world is a small place." I 
told her. And she scowled at me. 


"Don't you have a job, why do you always pop up wherever I 
am?" she asked disgruntled by my presence. 


"Well I can ask you the same too. "I retorted. 


"I am here because of the work I do, and also my name is not 
Seaweed, my name is Rosé, R-O-S-E! ROSE Got it!!!" she said. I gave 
her a soft smile before replying. 


"I know, your name is Sea... I mean Rosé, but I will stick to 


calling you seaweed, it does suit you." I said. 


"Uh, why did I have to...." before she could finish her sentence, I 
hear a female voice call her name from behind me, and that 
sounded familiar too. 


"Are you alright Rosé? do you need any help in telling this tall 
girl to leave you alone?" the voice behind me asked. 


"Oh please do that, she has been annoying me all this while," 
Rosé said, and at the same time I turned to see who was standing 
behind me, and I think the moment I laid my eyes on her, the world 
around me came to a screeching halt. And I had the most 
outrageous, huge grin plastered on my face. 


"LISA?" 


"Jennie?" and she was shocked to hear that name, maybe I did get 
the name right I guess. 


KKKKKK 


JENNIE 


"LISA?" I said, stunned in seeing her here. 


"Jennie?" oh my God, she found out my name. 


"Is that your name?" She asked scratching the back of her neck, 
nervously. 


"Well that is my name, I guess it was not that hard to find that 
after all?" I said with a smile still on my face. 


"It was difficult in finding that name, but I think a little help here 
and there, did pay off," she said. 


"Well it sure did, " I replied. 


"So you must be good at geography? since you found me within 
four days," I said. 


"Well again thanks to the people who helped me solve that Riddle 
you gave me, which was by the way very complicated and 
challenging at the same time. " she said. 


"You are most welcome," I said, gave her a small bow. When she 
was about to ask something else, we heard someone clear their 
throat behind us, and when we turned, I saw a fuming Rosé waiting 
there tapping her leg precipitously. 


" am so sorry Chaeng, we just got carried away in our 
conversation," I said trying to soothe her. 


When Lisa saw our short interaction, she turned too towards 
Rosé, "Oh Seaweed you are still here, I thought you left, anyway, 
how do you know Jennie here?" Lisa asked her. The moment Lisa 
called Rosé Seaweed, I burst into fits of laughter, and if a person 
who is already indignant, can turn even angrier then that would be 
Rosé. 


"Are you even my best friend? some idiot calls me. a Seaweed, 
and what do you do? you laugh like there is no tomorrow." she said 
while grinding her teeth. 


"I am sorry, it just came out naturally, anyway how do you two 
know each other?" I asked both of them. 


"Well she was the one who saved me, the other day on the 
beach." she murmured. 


"What I didn't get you?" I ask her. 


"She is the person who saved me, from drowning." she yelled. 


"Yes, I saved her from the mysterious sea creature that tried to eat 
her leg too." Lisa replied, air quoting the mysterious creature. 


"Will you both shut up, I can not stand the both of you now, I am 


going back to the party you two enjoy, bye," Rosé said leaving us, 
stamping her feet like a spoiled child. And both of us laughed again 
at her childish attitude. 


"So, can we go to someplace quieter, to talk?" Lisa asked me. And 
I simply nodded my head, giving her my consent. 


KKKKKK 


We had been strolling on the sidewalk, for the past twenty 
minutes, both of us in our thought, and with an affluent silence 
surrounding us, the night was still young, where you can hear the 
distant sounds of the music playing at the Den and the beautiful 
song played by the creatures of the night. "So, you are now 
supposed to give me another two digits from your number." Lisa 
said, breaking the perfect silence that surrounded both of us. "45 is 
the next two digits." 


"So four more numbers to go, that means two more meets left," 
Lisa said. 


"I guess so," I replied. 


"Jennie, can I ask you something? Lisa asked me. 


"Sure go on." I replied. 


"What do you do for a living? and what is your last name?" Lisa 
asked. 


"Well Lisa nice try, but I think those details are for later stages in 
our relationship," I told her the moment she heard the word 
relationship in my sentence, her face lit up like a Christmas tree. 


"Oh so now we are in a relationship?" Lisa said with a grin on her 
face. 


"Yes a friendship thing," I said, and her face fell. 


"Can we be more than that shortly," she asked me. 


"Hmm, maybe, maybe not," I said. 


"You know, you can not lead someone on like that " she protested. 


"I never did. " I shrugged. 


She huffed but dropped the subject, and I smiled in triumph. "So 
since we have four more days to see each other, can we meet up for 
breakfast tomorrow?" She asked. 


"Sure I have no problem, but Rosé will be coming with us too." I 
told her firmly. 


"Sure no problem, after all, even seaweeds have to eat right." Lisa 
said and both of us laugh. 


We had been walking for four hours now, and when I checked the 
time it was already two am in the morning. "Oh my god, I did not 
know how the time flew by so fast I commented. 


"I am heading back to my hotel, I will see you for breakfast then," 
I told Lisa. 


"Sure, let me walk you to your hotel" Lisa offered. And I gladly 
accepted it. 


When we reached the front porch of the farmhouse, I turned 
towards Lisa"Thank you, that was a nice twilight, I spend with you. 
"I said. 


"No problem, I will see you in the morning. " she said. And I nod, 
but before she left she bend down to my level and plants a chaste 
kiss on my cheek, and left. Leaving me standing there dwelling on 
that moment, the kiss was so delicate that it left twinkles on my 
cheek, and stirred up some new emotions in me that I never 
experienced. 


xx 
Sorry guyss!! 
It should have been published last night, but I fell asleep 
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Chapter 17 


JENNIE 


I woke up to the sound of my alarm blaring, I blindly reached for 
it on my nightstand and knocked it down, and went back to sleep. 
"Jen, wake up, wake up." I heard a distant voice clamor near me. 


"Go away, I am trying to sleep here." I grunted. And pulled my 
blanket till my chin, nuzzled into my pillow, before falling asleep 
again. I think I must have slept for about ten minutes before my 
blanket was yanked from me, and before I could comprehend what 
happened, I was drenched in cold water. Well, that finally got me 
up, with a sour mood. 


"At last, you are up, do you know what time it is?" Rosé asked. 


"It must be nine I guess, anyway, you should not have poured 
cold water on me, you could have woke me up as a normal person 
does, " I told her agitated. 


"Well, for your information I did wake you up like a normal 
person, for the past half an hour, but you did not wake up, so I had 
to take some drastic measures," she replied with a shudder. As if it 
was no big the deal, I sighed but kept quiet. 


"Besides it's eleven in the morning, and. Ms.fishstick is here to see 
you too." Rosé said while taking a seat on the couch opposite my 
bed. I was a bit confused, who is that fishstick. 


"Who is fishstick?" I asked Rosé. 


"I am going to call Lisa fishstick henceforth since she still insists 
that she wants to call me seaweed, so it is only right if I too give her 
some aquatic name." Rosé replied. 


"Can you remind me again, why am I still tagging along with 
you?" I asked her, making up a thoughtful face, she got up from her 
place and came over to my bed, and hugged me so tightly, I briefly 
saw stars. 


"Because we are best of friends," she replied. 


"That is very true. "I told her. 


"Rosé, can you come with us for brunch?" I asked, once she left 
her death grip on me. 


"With fishstick? no thank you," she said shaking her head, so I 
made my infamous puppy eyes and a cute pout on my lips." Fine. I 
will meet you two downstairs in five minutes." she said before 
leaving my room. 


KKKKKK 


"Oh hey, seaweed good to know you are coming too." Lisa joked 
and I glared at her to stop. 


"Well thank you for inviting me, fishstick." Rosé retorted. And I 
saw the horror evident in Lisa's face. 


"Take that back." Lisa said in a deadly voice. 


"No can do." Rosé told her. 


"Guys I think you two have plenty of time to fight over this, but I 
am hungry now so let's go." I said, and both grumbled like old 
people, but neither less followed me. 


KKKKKK 


"Jennie can I have another two digits from your number?" Lisa 


asked while sipping her tea. 


"Well Lisa you know that is not how it works?" I asked her. 


"Oh come on this is another meeting" she argued. 


I thought for a while "Ok fine, but this is cheating but anyway I 
will give you one digit instead of two," I told her. 


"Fine, one is better than nothing at all," she said, I smile. 


"The digit is 2, "I said. After a few minutes. 


"Wait! that is like the tenth digit from your phone number, how 
many times did you guys meet?" Rosé asked perplexed. 


"Just enough for her to know all ten digits." I replied. 


"Uh sometimes it is so hard to talk to writers, they always talk 
either in riddles or --" I didn't let Rosé finish her sentence. 


"Oh so you are a writer." Lisa asked, uh I should have filled Rosé 
on the current situation. 


"Um, you know she meant it in a literal sense " I tried reasoning 
with Lisa, but it looks like luck is not on my side today because she 
did not believe a word I said. 


"Fine yes I am an author, but that is all I am telling you," I said. 


"That is alright," she said but there was this smile on her face, 
that said she achieved something very big today. 


"So fishstick, what is your job?" Rosé asked. 


"Well I prefer keeping it to myself, till the right time," Lisa said. 


"Wait don't tell me you are a janitor! well I don't have anything 
against them, but I wouldn't wish someone like that upon my 
friend." Rosé said. 


"No seaweed, I have a much better job than that, but I will let 
you know when the time comes. Besides, I thought you work in 
some Chinese restaurants since that is where seaweeds are used in 
abundance." Lisa said. 


"Oh well, I thought your work at --" I cut there for bickering. 


"Will you two stop it and try to be civil." I said. 


After another one hour of jokes and fights, Lisa had to leave since 
she had something important to handle. "Bye Fishstick it was nice 
talking to you," Rosé said and hugs Lisa, it was kind of bizarre to 
me. 


"You too seaweed, we will meet soon," she said. 


"Bye, Jennie." Lisa told me, coming over and giving me a hug. 


"Bye Lisa, till we meet next time," I whispered in her ear, and I 
felt her smile. Before repeating what I said. 


"Till we meet next time." and placed a soft, lingering kiss on my 
right cheek, before pulling away. And waving one last time before 
exiting the shop. Taking with her the energetic, calm vibe. 


KKKKKK 


LISA 


My happiness is over the moon right now, it was more like a 
blessing to get to meet Jennie twice within the three days. While 
walking back to my hotel I messaged Minnie. 


[Sis] 


Hey Nie, thank you so much I got to meet Jennie again. 


I messaged my mom too. 


[Mom] 
Hi mom, I spoke to Jennie today, and guess what? the name you 
proposed was the correct one, thank you. 


After that, I made a call to my dad to see what the problem is, in 
the company. 


AE EAS 


It's really funny when chaelisa teased each other 


Chapter 18 


JENNIE 


It's been a week since my little vacation to Camel Valley, and also 
the last time I met Lisa. The trip was overall a very calming and yet 
humorous trip. Hmm, I think I will have to go on more vacations in 
the future. 


Now getting back to my work, I am almost halfway done on my 
second book in the Longing series, and Rosé has been proofreading 
all my previous chapters. I heard a knock on the door before it 
opened to reveal Rosé with a huge stack of papers in one hand, and 
a tray with two cups of coffee, in the other. 


"You should have asked for my help to bring these in? Chaeng," I 
told her. Helping her take the two cups of coffee to my desk. 


"I was going to ask for your help, but when I saw you, so lost in 
your thoughts, I didn't want to disturb you, who knows you might 
have even got a new idea to write another book?" she replied. 


"You are right, I was writing the most important part of the 
book," I told her. 


"Hmm, we finish this project before the end of this month?" Rosé 
asked. 


"I guess, I am not sure." I replied with a slight uncertainty in my 
voice. 


"Don't worry, Jen, you can do it, I know about you." Rosé 
encouraged me. 


"I know Chaeng, anyway Mr.Manoban called earlier. " I started, 
Rosé didn't interrupt me, since she wanted to hear what he wants. 


"He loved my first book in the Longing Series, and it is a 
bestseller in America currently, "I said. 


"So that is great news Jen, why are you worried about that?" Rosé 
asked in a confused voice. I leaned back on the chair. 


"So due to the success of the book, they are hosting a gala, and 
they have invited me to join them, also they want to introduce me 
to all their other authors, business associates." I told her. 


"Oh well that sounds like bad news to me," Rosé said. 


"Yeah it is pretty much a piece of bad news." I said. After I voiced 
out my concern, there was dead silence in the room. 


"Jen I think, you should go," Rosé spoke after a while. 


"Chaeng, you know I can't go right," I asked her outraged. 


"Jen, I think you should forget about your past, move on, show 
the world that you are not the skittish, shy girl you were three years 
back." Rosé said. 


"You know that there is a tiny possibility of my dad being there? 
with his brand-new wife right," I asked her. 


"Yeah I know that, and that is why I want you to go, show them 
that you didn't want his help to be successful in your life." Rosé 
reasoned with me. 


"Hmm, I will think about it, "I told her. 


"Sure I hope you make the right decision," Rosé said. 


After that conversation, Rosé left to finish her work. And I had 
been working for five hours now and it's almost seven pm, and 
Chaeng had left an hour ago since she has to go visit her parents. So 
I was the only one still working. While printing some papers, my 
phone rang from the desk, when I checked the caller ID, it was 
Shawn. 


"Hi! "I answered. 


"Hey where are you?" he asked. 


"I am still at my office, I had some paperwork to finish before heading 
home." I told him. 


"Oh great, I will come to pick you up since I am heading in that 
direction anyway." he said. 


"No that is alright Shawn, I can call a cab, it will be a hustle to you 
too anyway to come to pick me up. "I told him. 


"Oh come on Jennie, there is no problem in that at all" he insisted. So 
I just gave up arguing with him and agreed. 


KKKKKK 


After turning off all the lights, I headed downstairs to the lobby 
to wait for Shawn. After ten minutes he arrived. "Hey, did I make 
you wait here for a long time?" Shawn asked. 


"No I came down, a few minutes before you arrived." I said. 


"Ok, so shall we go?" Shawn asked. 


"Sure," I told him, and we went towards his car, once both of us 
were in, Shawn started the car and we left my office and were on 
our way to my home. 


"So how did you know that I didn't have my car?" I asked. 


"Oh that, I called Rosé to check whether you guys are free 
tomorrow for lunch, and that is when she told me." Shawn said, 
while slowing down and then stopping at a red light. 


"Oh, she has to keep her mouth in check," I thought aloud. 


"That she should." 


"So what about the lunch tomorrow?" Shawn asked, starting to 
drive again when the light turned green. 


"I think you and Rosé can go to lunch tomorrow, I won't be 
joining you I guess, since I have to finish my book within this 
month, and they're still is a lot of work pending. "I told him. 


"Then why don't we have lunch at your office?" Shawn suggested. 


"It will be arduous for you, "I told him. 


"No it isn't, so it is final then lunch at your place" Shawn 
announced. And I didn't assert either, since there is no harm in 
having a little company on and off. 


After another twenty minutes of talking about random stuff, 
Shawn pulled into my driveway and parked the car. "Thank you, for 
dropping me off." I thanked him. 


"Oh, that is alright, anyway what are friends for after all right, if 
you can't even help one and another." Shawn says. we sat there in 
silence for a while before I cleared my throat. 


"I guess I got to go, bye see you tomorrow," I told him. 


"Sure see you tomorrow Jennie." Shawn said. I got down from the 
car and slowly made my way to the front porch. And when I turned 
around I saw Shawn pulling out of my driveway, and later 


disappear into the deserted road. 


"Hi, sweetheart, who is that dropped you?" mum asked when I 
entered the house. 


"Just a friend mom, "I told her. 


"Oh friend, alright" she replied with a mischievous glint in her 
eyes. I groan. 


"Mum, don't! stop it." I warned her. 


"What I didn't do anything." she replied innocently. "Sure." I 
replied with a smile. 


"I am not going to have a boyfriend any time soon, so stop 


fantasizing about it," I told her. 


"Ok I will, only if you join this poor soul for dinner," she said. 


KA 


Chapter 19 
LISA 


"Dad, is it a must that I have to attend the Gala? "I asked. 


"You are my daughter right?" he asked me. 


"Dad I have accompanied you, too many Galas before, so if I don't 
attend this one, it's not going to make any big difference." I argued. 


"Well Lisa, all the previous events you accompanied me to, were not 
hosted by our family, whereas this one is, so if my daughter and the 
CEO of my company, isn't attending, then that will not look so good on 
the media the next day" he reasoned with me. I thought it through 
before replying. 


"Ok dad, I will be back in America by tonight," I told him. 


"That is a good decision you made Lisa, anyway I have to go, I still 
have some pending paperwork to finish," dad said. 


"Sure dad, I will see you tomorrow," I informed him, before hanging 
up. 


I know that I will have to attend this gala, or else I am never to 
hear the end of it, moreover since I am the current CEO of the 
Company, it is only proper if I introduce this new author my dad 
hired, to all my business colleague. Why should dad even hire 
someone at this time? when we already have a sufficient number of 
authors working with us. 


KKKKKKK 


It's been aggravating, the past few days, I feel like I have never 
gone on that vacation three days back. 


"Hello, Ms. Manoban " my PA spoke when I answer my phone. 


"What is it James? is there any problem?" I asked him. 


"So far there are no issues in the office Mam. But there is a pile of 
papers waiting to get signed." he said. 


"I will be back in America tomorrow, send all the papers that are 
needing my signature to my parents' house, I will look into that, as 
soon as I can," I told him. 


"Ok Mam, I will make sure it is sent,” he said. 


"Ok James, and also did you find out, about Rosé Park." I 
inquired. 


"That will be done by tomorrow, I will send that file to your 
parents’ house along with the rest." he replied. 


"Sure that is all James, I will meet you at the Gala," I told him. 


"You too Mam," he told me. 


KKKKKK 


JENNIE 


"Hey Jen, Shawn is here, come on let's go and have lunch." Rosé 
announced while bragging into my office. 


"I will be there in five minutes," I said. 


"You better hurry up, the food Shawn brought, smells so mouth- 
watering, I might even start eating before you come," Rosé told me, 
in her overwrought self. 


"Are you drunk, Rosé?" I asked her, a little worried about her 
behavior. 


"No I am not, drinking one glass of whiskey is not going to make 
you drunk right," she asked, scrunching her nose. 


"Just have a cup of black coffee, and next time please don't drink 
during work hours." I warned her. 


"Sure no problem," she said before leaving my office. 


After arranging my papers, I left my office to join my friends for 
lunch, "Hi Shawn, how are you today?" I asked while taking a seat 
next to Rosé, who is very generously stuffing her mouth with food. 


"WHAT!, don't you two know that staring is rude?" Rosé 
exclaimed. 


"Uh, we do, but you are eating in a very unladylike manner," I 


told her. 


"Oh, who would care anyway? by the way, why don't you two 
start eating?" she asked, and once again ignored us, and dived back 
into the food. 


After Rosé's outburst, we left her alone with her food, and started 
eating our food, "So Jennie, are you free this Friday?" Shawn 
imploreed. 


"No I have to attend a Gala this Friday," I said. 


"Oh where is it, taking place?" he asked. 


"It's taking place in America. "I told him. 


"Oh who is hosting it?" Shawn asked. 


"It's Mr.Manoban, I am working with his company, in my new 
book, so he invited me too." I said. 


"So when will you be leaving?" he asked. 


"I will be leaving tonight," I said. 


"So you are leaving alone or, is Rosé coming with you ?" Shawn 
asked. 


"Of course, I will be going to America with Jen, I am her PA after 
all" Rosé chimed in. 


"Well good to know, so I hope we can have dinner once you are 
back." Shawn asked. And I agreed with him too. After that we had 
small talks here and there before Shawn left, to return to his work, 
and we went back to ours. 


KKKKKK 


"Jen, what time are we meeting at the airport?" Rosé asked before 
turning off the lights in her office. 


"We will meet at seven pm since our flight is at ten pm, also we 
have two hours to pack," I said. 


"Sure, see you later." Rosé waved, before getting into her car and 
driving off. I too made my way to my car. 


A few hours later at the airport... 


"Chaeng, did you print out our tickets?" I asked Rosé when we 
entered the airport. 


"Yeah, here you go, this is yours," she said, handing me, my 
ticket. Once we checked in our bags, we made our way to the 
boarding room. 


"It is going to be a long flight," Rosé exclaimed. 


"That is true, "I replied. After one hour, they called out our flight 
number, which is now ready for boarding. 


KKKKKK 


It's almost morning here in US. And we just landed twenty 
minutes ago. "Did you get all the bags?" I asked Rosé. 


"Yes, and we are ready to go." Rosé said. When we left the airport 
there was a man with a chauffeur suit, holding a board with my 
name on it. And when he saw us approaching he gave us a warm 
smile. 


"Welcome to US Miss. Kim, let me take your bags," he said. 


"Thank you." I replied and hand over our bags to him. Once he 
took them he led us towards a BMW and opened the back door for 
us to get in. 


"Thank you." Rosé said. 


"You are most welcome, Miss. Park," he replied. 


"Wow Jen, I didn't know we will be getting a royal welcome,” 


Rosé said once the car started moving again. 


"Me either, Mr. Manoban must like us," I told her. 


"Well that is very true," Rosé said. 


The driver came to a stop in front of one of the most renowned 
hotels in New York, and both I and Rosé were gauging at the 
imperial and luxurious building. 


"Well you sure did land a good deal this time, Rosé. " I told her. 


"Well thank you," she replied, now filled with pride. 


The driver led us in, after we checked in he told us that he would 
come to take us to the Gala later tonight. After that we retired to 
our respective rooms, to get some much-needed rest, before getting 
ready for the Gala. 


XAK 


Chapter 20 


JENNIE 


I woke up to the sound of someone banging the door, I don't 
think the hotel staff will be this disrespectful towards their 
customers, there is only one person I know who lacks the patience 
and simple etiquette, well let me go open that door before she 
breaks it down. So I left my cozy bed and dragged myself towards 
the door. "I am coming, stop banging on the door, Rosé. "I yelled 
out. 


"Well, hurry up." Rosé replied. 


Once I opened the door I saw Rosé already wearing her evening 
gown, with her hair and makeup done professionally. While I was 
checking out her attire she was checking out mine. "Well, there is 
only an hour left before we have to leave, and you are still in your 
pajamas." Rosé said. 


"Calm down, Rosé I won't take long to get ready, we can still 
make it on time, to the Gala. " I ascertained her. 


"Fine if you say so, anyway I came here to help you with your 
hair and makeup since I can bet on my chihuahua dog that you 
were planning to go all-natural today," Rosé told me. 


"How did you know that?" I asked her flabbergast, I can't recollect 
telling her about it, I thought. 


"I am your best friend for a reason you know, I know more about 
you than yourself, now go wear your dress while I wait for you in 
the bedroom," Rosé said, and before I could reply she walked away 
towards my bedroom. This girl will be the death of me one day, and 
most importantly her chihuahua dog, I don't know what is the 
problem it has with me, but every time it sees me, either it chews 
off my shoes or chases me around Rosé apartment, both of it has 
already happened to me, too many times. 


Once I had a quick shower, I wore the red, off shoulder evening 
dress that I bought, two days before I came to America, It does look 
great on me, Rosé was right on that, it highlights all my curves in 
all the right places. And to finish the look off I wore my mother's 
diamond necklace and earrings, which were gifted to her by her 
mother. when I entered my bedroom, I felt like I entered a salon, 
Rosé had made sure of that. 


"Come on, what are you doing just rooted there? staring at me, 
we are already late." Rosé said, drags me to the chair and made me 
sit, after that she just worked out her magic. After thirty minutes of 
tucking here, jabbing there, and a lot of screaming from me we 
were done. 


"Ok come on let's go, I think the driver must have been waiting 
for us?" Rosé asked. And we locked our rooms and made our way 
down to the hotel lobby. 


"Hey look that is the same driver who drove us here, come on 
let's go," I told, and both of us exit the hotel and made our way 
towards the BMW. 


"Good evening, Miss. Kim, Miss. Park," the driver greeted us. 


"Good evening," I greeted him back. 


"Shall we leave?" he asked. And we agreed. 


KKKKKK 


The Gala is taking place, at a secluded place in New York, which 
is owned by the Manoban, well that is all I know so far. "Ma'am we 
will be arriving in ten minutes. " the driver announced. And I 
started to feel anxious. because this is the first time I will be talking 
to the media since most of the previous interviews were done one 
on one, and I didn't have a huge audience. 


"Jen, relax everything is going to be alright." Rosé said, placing 
her hand over mine. I just gave her a weak smile in response. 


There was a huge queue that was waiting to enter the mansion 
where the event is taking place. And from afar I caught a glimpse of 
all the media personnel present. And that was a huge number. 
Jennie those are just humans, they are not going to bite you like 


crackers (Rosé's chihuahua dog) so stay calm, Breathe in, And 
breathe out, Breathe in, "Ma'am, we have arrived," the driver said. I 
had to compose myself first, so Chaeng got down before I did. Once 
I collected all my emotions, I got down and walked towards the 
entrance. I heard the clicks of cameras taking pictures, and a lot of 
questions asked but I ignored them all and went in. 


"Hi, Jennie good to know you made it here safe and sound. " Mr. 
Manoban greeted me at the entrance. 


"Thank you, Mr. Manoban, for inviting me here" I replied. 


"So how was your flight, and your stay here?" he asked. 


"It is all good, thank you for asking" I replied sweetly. 


"Oh I forgot to introduce you to my wife, Chaerin," he said, 
gesturing towards the lady standing next to him. 


"Hi, Mrs. Manoban, it's a pleasure meeting you," I greeted her. 


"Same here, darling," she said. 


"Come on I will introduce you to my children," Mr. Manoban said 
and all of us make our way into the ballroom. 


"This is my daughter, Minnie. " he introduced. 


"Hi, nice meeting you," I said, extending my hand, but she 
surprises me by pulling me into a hug. 


"Nice meeting you too." she said. once she left me, Mr. Manoban 
asked Minnie where her sister is. 


"Dad you know about her, she likes coming late to any events, 
and you forced her to come to this so she will be the last one to 
arrive." Minnie answered. Mr. Manoban turned towards me. 


"Why don't you go have some refreshments with Ms. Park, till my 
lethargic daughter shows up. 


"Sure Mr. Manoban. "I told him before making my way to the 
buffet table where my best friend is. 


KKKKKK 


LISA 


"Dad sorry I am late," I apologized when I arrived at the event. 


"Lisa I have already told you to please be here on time," dad said 
frustrated. 


"I am sorry, I got caught up in some work." I replied. 


"Ok that is alright, the author I told you about, she just arrived a 
few minutes ago, you can find her in the buffet area, make sure you 
introduce her to everyone present here," he said in a stern voice. 


"Sure dad I will take care." I replied. Before making my way 
towards the buffet table. 


Two girls were giggling near the table and I guess one of them 
must be Miss. Kim. 


KKKKKK 


JENNIE 


"Rosé if you continue to eat like this you will end up being blown 
up like a balloon, and at one point, explode boom. And all of us will 
be covered in food." I told her. 


"You know Jen, you don't have to over exaggerate things." Rosé 
said in a joking tone, and both of us start laughing. 


"Excuse me, " we heard someone clear their throat behind us. 


wok k 
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Chapter 21 


JENNIE 


"Excuse me, "we heard someone clear their throat behind us. And 
when we turned to see who was trying to get our attention, I was 
astounded to see Lisa of all people. 


"Fishstick!" Rosé exclaimed. 


"Lisa" I mumbled. Rosé recovered from the shock quicker than 
me. 


"So Fishstick, how did you manage to get into this Gala? are you 
a news reporter?" Rosé questioned. 


"Wait, you will get answers to all your questions seaweed," she 
told Rosé and turn to face me. 


"Jennie are you, Miss. Kim. ?" Lisa asked me. 


"Yes I am Jennie Kim," I said. "Wait! how do you know my last 
name?" I asked her surprised, did she spy on me, after Rosé told her 
I am an author. 


"The truth is that I didn't know it was you my dad told me to go 
meet this new author he took in." Lisa explained, but it was not 
enough for me, because I was still genuinely unsettled. 


"Wait you mean to tell me that your dad is Mr. Manoban?" I 
asked her. 


"Yes he is my dad, and past CEO of the Manoban Company. " Lisa 
replied proudly. 


"Oh my gosh, so all this while, I was playing hide and seek, with 
her daughter," I thought aloud. 


"Well if you call that hide and seek, then yes," Lisa said smiling. 


"Ok so this is our final meet for a new beginning, can I have the 
last two digits of your number?," Lisa asked. 


"Yeah sure it is '64', and wait what do you mean by our final 
meet?” I asked her. 


"It means that the next time we can set up a meeting spot, instead 
of waiting till fate brings us to meet again. " she said merrily. And I 
smile. 


"Well, that is true" I replied. 


"You know something, if I never left my work to come and find 
you, we could have avoided all this hustle," Lisa said. 


"And how is that possible ?" I asked her. 


"If I would have attended the meeting I was supposed to attend in 
London, then I would have met you a long time ago, " Lisa said. 


"Then it would not have been as fun as this, with a lot of 
surprises, and anticipation," I told her. 


"Well, I agree with that," she said. 


"So seaweed, how is your stay in America?" Lisa asked from Rosé. 


"Well Fishstick, you see I am enjoying America so far, but if I get 
to stay here a bit longer then I would be satisfied," Rosé said. 


"Well that could be arranged, I can show you around New York 
City," Lisa said, turning towards me to ask for permission. And I nod 
my head slightly, giving my consent. 


"Well if that is settled, then Jennie shall we make a move since 
the sole purpose I came here was to introduce you to all my 
business colleague," Lisa asked, giving her arm for me to hold. 


"Well I think we better make a move then, if we want to spend 
the rest of the night in each others company," I said, taking her arm. 


"Rosé we will meet you later," I said. 


"Sure, you two go and enjoy, well there is plenty of food here to 
keep me company," she said. And both Lisa and I laughed at her 
comment. 


"Ok first I would like you to meet my consultant," Lisa said and 
took me to meet Minnie, her sister, which I figured out. 


"Hey Nie, did you meet the new author?" Lisa greeted her sister. 


"Hi, Lis, finally I got to meet my long lost sister, didn't you have 
the simplest sense to come to meet your sister when you arrived?" 
Minnie scolded Lisa, and I was trying so hard to control my giggle. 


"Nie, I already heard an ear full worth of scolding from dad, so 
please you don't start also." Lisa begged. 


"Fine, but as compensation, you are taking me shopping 
tomorrow, Minnie demands, and Lisa was about to argue when she 
spoke again. "And if you don't agree, I am posting that video." 
Minnie threatened. Lisa huffed. 


"Fine I will take you shopping tomorrow," she said defeated. 


"Well that was easy, now what do we have here?" Minnie asked, 
turning to face me. Well, that was something, I don't think I can 
manage to have quick mood swings like Minnie. 


"Oh wait, Miss. Kim, I am so sorry that you had to see sibling 
rivalry" Minnie apologized genuinely. 


"No that is all right Minnie, and you can call me Jennie, Miss. 
Kim sounds too old." I told her. 


"Sure," she said. And she kept starring at me as if she has seen me 
before. 


"I don't know why but, I keep feeling like we have met before," 
she said. 


"Oh, Nie, this is Jennie, the girl I met in Philippines, " Lisa 
explained. 


"You are the person, who has got my sister all whipped?" Minnie 
said and I blushed. "Well it is so nice, in finally getting to meet you, 
I just have a gut feeling that we will be best friends," she said. 


After that, all three of us were engaged in a long conversation. 


"Well Minnie, I will have to introduce Jennie to the rest of the 
guests present here." Lisa said. 


"Oh sure we will meet later Jennie, and Lisa do not forget to 
bring her home so we can have a proper family meeting," Minnie 
said. 


"Sure Nie," Lisa said. 


"We will meet tomorrow Jennie," Minnie said. 


"Sure." I replied. After that Minnie left us in search of her parents, 
Lisa told her not to tell them about me, and let it be a surprise when 
she takes me to meet them, and she agreed. 


After that we met a few more people and had a short 
conversation with them, and throughout the entire introductions, 
Lisa had her hand wrapped around my waist, I know I should have 
freaked out, and lashed out at her, but instead, I felt safe in a weird 
way. It's been two hours of talking and walking, and I am exhausted 
and famished. And my feet are killing me in these heels. 


Once we sat down at a nearby table, Lisa brought us each a glass 
of red wine, and the waiter served us our dinner. 
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Chapter 22 


JENNIE 


"Lisa, will you answer me honestly if I ask you a question?" I 
asked. 


"Sure, go ahead " she replied, still enthralled on her food. 


"Well, the last time we met, you already knew ten digits from my 
phone number, so did you try to guess the last two digits?" I 
questioned. And she choked on her food. "Here drink some water." I 
promptly offered her a glass of water. Once she was done coughing, 
I look at her with a confused face. 


"Do you need to know the answer to that Jennie?" Lisa asked, 
scratching the back of her neck. 


"Of course, I would want to know. Because if our places were 
switched I would try to find you, without waiting for 'destiny' to 
bring us together again. "I told her, putting air quotes on destiny. 
Because genuinely I was a little curious, since if she left America to 
come and look for me then, the last thing she can do is guess my 
phone number before we meet again. 


"Well to be frank with you, I did try to find you, by guessing the 
last two digits, but let's just say that, it did not end well for me," 
Lisa said, giving out a nervous laugh. 


"I want to hear what went wrong, please "I begged her, knowing 
that no one can resist my puppy eyes. 


"Fine I will tell you what happened? but you are not supposed to 
tell a soul about this" Lisa asked in a crucial tone. 


"Ok, I will try," I replied, and she gave me the stink eye but told 
me anyway. 


KKKKKK 


LISA 


& FLASHBACKS <& 


"Mam, do you want me to make the calls?" James asked me. 


"No James, I can handle it from here, if I need your help I will call 
you, you may leave now," I said. 


"Alright Mam, I will take my leave now," James said, I nodded. 


Now, this should be easy, since I have a few combinations I will try 
my felicity. I took my iPhone out of pocket and dialed the first number. 
It rang for about three rings before a woman answers. 


"Hello." I heard a Husky voice from the other end. 


"Hi, I am sorry to disturb you at this time ma'am, but do you 
happen to know someone called Jennie?" I asked. 


"Sorry I don't know anyone of that name." she replied. 


"Thank you ma'am, and sorry to disturb you again," I said before 
hanging up. 


Thereafter, I called three more numbers with no luck. It was either a 
guy who picked up the phone or a woman who was a bit aggravated at 
being disturbed during work hours. I was getting apprehensive too in 
disturbing, but neither less I dialed the next number on the list. The 
phone rang for a long time before someone answers the phone. 


"Hi, who am I speaking to?" I heard a woman's hoarse voice ask. 


"Hi, I am sorry to bother you, at this time Miss, I---" before I 
could finish my sentence, she interrupted me. 


"If you are sorry to bother me, then why did you call my 
number?” she asked. 


"Uh, ma'am I am looking for someone, and I do not have her 
number so---" well the joy, this woman did not let me finish yet again. 


"If you do not have her number, then why are you even looking 
for her? are you alright in the head?" she asked me, and I was now 
fuming with anger. Now I am confused, did I call the mental asylum. 
And I was certain this is not Jennie's number. 


"You know what, good day ma'am," I told her, and before she 
could reply I kept the phone. Phew, if I didn't disconnect that call either I 
might have gone insane, answering the questions that woman asked me. 
Well, that is it for me, I am not going to call another person henceforth, 
I think it is best if fate makes us meet again. 


KKKKKK 


JENNIE 


I was laughing like a dying rat, that was something way more 
hilarious than when Rosé fell headfirst into a bucket of flour. My 
stomach, is hurting so much, and I am in a shortage of air too, but 
still, I could not stop. And when I saw Lisa, her face was the color of 
a red apple." Ok sorry, I will stop now, but you did get someone 
unique there." I told her, now my laugh under control. 


"Yeah right, that woman kept calling a few times after that, so I 
had to block her number too," Lisa told me. 


"Hey what is so funny in here?" Rosé asked when she was close to 
hearing distance. 


"Nothing just, you know the usual" I replied, trying to contain my 
laugh. 


"Yeah, fine, anyway we have to leave, I am extremely exhausted," 
Rosé said. And I check the time on my phone, and it read midnight, 
wow, that is very late. 


"So Lisa we will have to leave, it is already midnight, we will 
meet you tomorrow," I said getting up from my chair. 


"Yeah, sure, I will come to pick you two up, from the hotel," she 
said. 


"Yeah, good night," I said. 


"Where are we going tomorrow fishstick?" Rosé asked curiously. 


"Lisa here is taking us shopping tomorrow" I answered for Lisa, 
and she sighed. Rosé started jumping up and down like a little girl 
who received free candy at the candy store. 


"Oh, fishstick, you are so sweet, anyway don't forget to message 
Jennie the time, and we will be there waiting for you." Rosé said. 


"Sure, come on, I will walk you to the car Lisa offered and we 


leave the venue. 


"Ok I will meet you two tomorrow," Lisa said, and Rosé waved 
good night and gets in the car leaving me and Lisa alone. We were 
quiet, for a few minutes enjoying the sound of the wind whistling. 


"So... What is next?" Lisa asked. 


"I don't know "I mumbled. 


"Are we going to be friends?" Lisa asked me, and I did not know 
why, but I felt a bit disappointed, in hearing the word friends, but I 
quickly masked my emotions and smile at her. 


"Yes we can be friends," I said. 


"Jennie if you don't get in, this car within the next five minutes, I 
am leaving " Rosé yelled out from the window. 


"I turned to Lisa" good night I have to leave," I said. 


"Sure goodnight" Lisa said and placed a gente kiss on my 
forehead, her lips warm on cold skin, send chill down on my spine. 


AE EAS 


Chapter 23 


JENNIE 


The next day I wake up before my alarm goes off, and took a 
quick shower, and wore my track pants and top. I left my hotel 
room with my phone. Once inside the elevator I messaged Rosé that 
I went for a walk and will be back in two hours, because the last 
time I went for a walk without informing her, she had the police 
search for me, because she thought someone has kidnapped me. Let 
me tell you that in the end, it was very embarrassing. 


When the elevator reached the ground floor, I made my way to 
the receptionist and handed over my room key for the time being, 
since I don't want to lose it. Once out of the busy hotel, I breathed 
in the morning air of New York, and it smelt like coffee, smoke, and 
street food. It was the best. I started to stroll around the city, 
passing all the elegant boutiques that are preparing inside for a new 
day. Food trucks were serving breakfast, to the people who were 
rushing to get to their places of work. This is New York City, a city 
that is busy 24/7. 


While I was looking at a young boy who was wailing on the road, 
my phone rang. Why is Shawn calling me now? 


"Hey, Shawn how are you?" I asked him when I answer the phone. 


"Hi, Jennie I am doing fine, how was the Gala," he asked. 


"The Gala went well, I was able to meet some of the other authors 
here in New York," I told him. 


"Well that is good to hear, so I will come at around seven, over to 
your place to pick you up," Shawn said. I was confused, why should 
he come to pick me up, 


"Huh, why are you coming over to pick me up?" I asked him. 


"Don't tell me you forgot, I told you I am taking you out for dinner 
tonight." Shawn replied. And I felt remorse wash all over me. I 
completely forgot about that. 


"Shawn I am still in New York" I replied anxiously. And I heard 
Shawn inhale deeply, trying to control his anger. 


"Shawn, I am..." he didn't let me finish. 


"I will speak to you later Jennie" and then the line went dead. Oh 
no! Did I just offend Shawn? But I didn't have time to dwell on that 
right now, I was already late by twenty minutes, so I sprinted back 
to the hotel. 


KKKKKK 


"Hey, Jen are you ready yet?" Rosé asked banging my door. 


"Coming, I will be down in five minutes" I yelled out. While 
frantically searching for my watch. Once I was set to leave, I lock 
my room and ran to the elevator. Once it reached the ground floor, 
I saw Rosé and Minnie talking animately to each other while Lisa 
was fiddling with her fingers nervously. 


"Hey sorry I am late." I announced once I made my way to the 
group. 


"No that was alright, Minnie here was telling me about how 
Fishstick, got slapped by a girl, for calling her fat." Rosé said. 


"Do you know something seaweed, you and Nie are two most 
cruel people I know," Lisa said. 


"Oh, but you love me, Lisa" Minnie cooed. 


"Oh shut up, and let's get going," Lisa said, and the two girls start 
walking ahead of us. 


"You are looking nice today" Lisa complimented my attire. 


"Well thank you, and so do you" I replied. And she smiles at me. 


Once we reached her car, the girls were already waiting there 
impatiently, once Lisa opened the door both of them got in the 
back, leaving me no choice but to sit in the front. 


"So where do you want to go first?" Lisa asked, while she started 
to drive. 


"Let's go to the mall. " Minnie replied. 


When we arrived at the mall, Lisa parked her car and all of us 
made our way inside. "Let's first buy, some dress," Minnie says. And 
starts fast walking towards Chanel, with Rosé beside her, and Lisa 
and I trailing behind. While those two were looking for clothes Lisa 
and I sat on the love seat. 


"Aren't you going to buy something?" Lisa asked. 


"I have one too many dresses, which are still new, so I don't want 
to add more to the pile," I told her. 


While we were talking about our trip to Philippines, Minnie and 
Rosé came towards us with a hand full of dresses. 


"Are you two buying all that?" I asked astonished. 


"No Jen, these are for you to try on." Rosé said. And I decline the 
offer. 


"Please Jennie do it for me, " Minnie begged, and I begrudgingly 
agreed. 


All the dresses they choose for me were way out of my comfort 
zone, I always wear dresses with sleeves, loose fits, and high neck. 
But these were all too revealing. Well, here goes nothing. 


KKKKKK 


LISA 


When Jennie came out of the changing room I looked at her 
flabbergasted. She was breathtakingly gorgeous, and that teal color 
suits her very well. The dress is a figure-hugging dress, with a very 
deep but decent neckline, and an open back, and the dress glimmers 
when the light hits the dress. Any man/woman who gets to see her 
like this would start drooling over. 


"I know I look horrible, I will go change and come." Jennie 
mumbled. 


"No!" I all but yelled out, and all three girls weirdly looked at me, 
I cleared my throat. 


"Uh, I meant that looks good on you, I will buy that for you," I 
said. 


"No Lisa, that is alright, I do not wear dresses like this." Jennie 
objected. 


"Oh come on, Jennie this is a gift from me, if you don't accept it I 
will be very upset. "I guilt-trip her. 


"Ok fine, I will get this." she agreed, a smile broke out for me. 


KKKKKK 


JENNIE 


Once all the shopping was finally done, all of us were so 
exhausted. Once we had dinner, Lisa dropped us back at the hotel. 
After a nice hot shower, I changed into my pajamas and climbed 
into my bed. 


KA 


Chapter 24 
JENNIE 


It's almost the end of this week, and it has been one eventful 
week too, but unfortunately, I have to get back to London, since the 
deadline for my book is fast approaching and I still have a lot to 
write. This trip was a new beginning for most of us, new friendships 
were made, new relationships originated, and most importantly, the 
connection between Lisa and I grew stronger. I have heard a saying 
that says "Everything in this world that happens for you, happens 
for a reason." and I agree with that wholeheartedly. Because if I 
never bumped into Lisa the other day I would have never have met 
such a wonderful person in my life. 


And if she would not have searched for me, by just the number I 
handed over to her, I wouldn't have fallen for her, Yes you read 
right, I think Im fallen to Lisa, don't get excited guys, I don't know, if 
we both feel the same. And falling for someone was the last thing in 
my mind, after all the criticism I got from my family, I still did stay 
strong. Nevertheless, today is the day I am flying back to London 
and Lisa is coming with us too. 


"Bye Minnie, I am going to miss you a lot," I told her, pulling her 
into a hug, and my eyes were moist with unshed tears, Minnie and I 
got so close within this short time, she showed me what family is. 
And I am very grateful for that. Once I pulled away she gave me 
one of her signature smiles. 


"Oh, Jen this is not the last time we are going to meet, moreover I 
think we will be best of friends for the rest of our lives." she said 
and I just nod my head. "Ok guys time to leave, I don't think you 
want to miss your flight." Minnie announced, clapping her hands. 


In the far corner, I saw Rosé, hugging the life out of Jisoo, Lisa's 
best friend. 


"I will come to London, to meet you very soon, Rosé," Jisoo told 
her. And she just nodded her head unable to speak. 


"Hey, dude I am also staying in London if you remember, won't 
you visit me," Lisa teased Jisoo. 


"I don't think that is necessary, since you have Jennie, you won't 
need my company, because whenever you two are together, you 
forget who is near you" Jisoo replied, giving me a wink, and my 
face turns the color of beetroot. 


"Oh look who is blushing? see whatever I told Jennie agreed to 
that." Jisoo exclaimed. 


"Well I think that is true," Lisa said with a smirk on her face. 


"I think we should leave, it is getting late," I told them, to clear 
the awkwardness in the air. 


"Alright, we are set to go, Nie I will meet you next month." Lisa 
said while hugging her sister goodbye. 


"Yeah, I will be waiting, and we can do the family dinner too." 
Minnie said. 


"Sure that will be great." Once all of us said our goodbyes, Lisa, 
Rosé and I enter the airport to board the plane. 
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When we landed back in London, it was already past midnight so 
Lisa offers to drive Rosé and me back home. "Jen, so you have the 
key?" Rosé asked me. And I took my bag from the floor and start 
searching, after pulling out most of my contents outside, I found it 
at last. 


"Here you go, you go inside with the bags I will come inside in a 
while." I told her, and she waves Lisa good night and when inside 
the house, dragging her bag with her. 


"I guess I will meet you tomorrow, at my office," I told her. 
Because she volunteered in helping to finish my book, I agreed too, 
because after all I love having Lisa around, but I am never going to 
admit that to her any time soon. 


"Sure, do you want anything for breakfast?" Lisa asked me. 


"Hmm, one choco butternut (AN: That was my Fave @), and 
Starbucks coffee, oh, also get whatever you want for Chaeng, she 
eats anything," I told her. 


"You are sure, I don't have to buy Starbucks soon, because of the 
way you are addicted to their coffee," Lisa asked sarcastically. 


"No, you don't have to, I can manage." I replied. 


"And don't forget to get something for Rosé." I warned her. 


"I didn't know seaweeds eat food." She joked and I lightly punch 
her forearm. Both of us laughing. 


"Okay, I will make a move then, I will have to wake up early 
tomorrow," Lisa said and I nod too. 


"Ok you go and have your beauty sleep, I will meet you 
tomorrow," I said. 


"Oh I almost forgot, could you bent down a bit," I asked Lisa 
innocently. And she looks at me with a confused face, neither less 
did what I told her. Once she was in my height, I start moving 
closer to her face, and promptly plant a feather-like kiss on her 
right cheek, and ran towards the safety of my house screaming a 
take care at her. I saw her face one last time before I close the door, 
and she looked shocked. 


Once the door was locked and the lights were switched off, I head 
towards the guest bedroom. Once I had a quick shower, I laid down 
on my bed, replaying the moment that happened an hour ago. This 
was the first time I was bold enough to kiss her, instead of the other 
way around, and it feels so good, and the best part is that I kissed 
her a few millimeters away from her lips, if she would have slightly 
moved, then we would have had our first kiss. These were the 
thoughts that were running on my head before I drifted off to sleep. 


KKKKKK 


LISA 


I was stunned, Jennie kissed me for the first time, and I was over 
the moon, the last I saw her before she banged the door, her eyes 
were glinting with mischief. And a small part in my heart kept 
telling me that she too likes me, but I don't want to dwell on it, till 
the feelings are mutual. With that thought in mind, I headed back 
to my house. 


Once I had unpacked most of my clothes I took a shower, and got 
ready for bed, after checking all the appliances are off, I checked 
my phone one last time for any new messages and there were two 
one from my mom asking me whether I reached London and the 
other one was from an unknown number, and it read. 


Fr: [Unknown Number] 
I found something that looks very precious to you, well, to be honest, she 
looks really beautiful and very talented at such a young age, well I think 
it is only fair if I give you a taste of four years back. 


When I was done reading it, my blood ran cold. 


KAK 


Chapter 25 


JENNIE 


"Jen, Jen, Jennie!" I heard someone screaming my name, who in 
their right mind screams this loud, early in the morning, I mumble 
to myself, pulling the covers higher and falling back into sleep. 
"Jennie, are you dead, can't you hear me scream at the top of my 
lungs? " I heard Rosé's voice ask. 


"Leave me alone Rosé, I am trying to sleep here. "I groaned. 


"No you are not, we have to go to the office, the book is still not 
done, and I already got an email from the Company, asking for the 
book next week," Rosé said. 


"Ok I am up, I will be down in five minutes," I said. Then I heard 
the door open and then close, after taking another ten minutes to 
leave my bed, I had a nice long shower and wore a crop top paired 
with high waist denim, when I left my room, I could smell fresh 
coffee brewing downstairs, and that is where I went. 


"Oh, you are finally here, once you are done with your coffee let's 
leave." Rosé affirmed, and I nod my head. While Rosé was running 
around grabbing things I sat peacefully, on the stool sipping my 
coffee. 


When I was rinsing my coffee mug, I heard the doorbell ring. "I 
will get it," Rosé said. Once I turn off the lights, I took my handbag 
and made my way to the front door. I saw Chaeng in deep 


conversation with a police officer, why is he here, did a burglar try 
to break in last night, well if that was the case then Rosé should 
have informed me too. 


"Hey Rosé, what is wrong here?" I asked her. 


"Good morning ma'am, do you live here?" the police officers 
asked me. 


"Good morning to you too officer, and no I am her friend, what is 
the problem officer. " I asked him politely. 


"Well half an hour back we got a complaint from your neighbors, 
saying they heard someone scream, way too loud, from this house, 
and due to that, their very diplomatic cat had a cardiac arrest," the 
officer informed, and I was turning red, trying so hard not to laugh 
at the moment. 


"We are sorry to hear that officers, we will be more responsible 
next time I assured him. 


"Thank you for cooperating with me ma'am, and hopefully I don't 
have to come here again shortly?" he said. 


"You don't have to officer, good day "I replied. 


"Good day to you too," he said before leaving. Once I close the 
door, I broke into a fit of laughter. 


"Oh my! Chaeng, do you have a wish to spend the rest of your life 
in prison ?" I asked her. 


"Oh shut up Jen, that is the reason I don't keep pets, " Rosé said. 


"Oh Chaeng, just imagine if that cat died, the headline would 
read as diplomatic cat died due to a cardiac arrest, caused by Rosé 
Park, who screamed like a banshee, early in the morning’ that 
would be a pathetic way, for you to go to prison," I told her. 


"Yeah laugh all you want, now can we leave, we are already 
fifteen minutes late." she asked me. 


"Sure let's go." I replied, occasionally laughing at her. If you have 
a friend like Rosé, then rest assured, you will never be in shortage 
of fun. 


By the time we reached my office, we were both forty-five 
minutes late. "I will drop you at the main entrance, and park the car 
and come." Rosé said. And I agreed. After gathering all my things 
from the car, I made my way to the elevator. When I reached my 
floor, I saw Lisa sitting on the couch near Rosé's desk, and intensely 
talking to someone over the phone. When she saw me approaching, 
she ended her call and came to greet me. 


"Hey, what took you so long?" Lisa asked. 


"You know Chaeng right, as usual, we got into a little bit of a 


problem," I said. 


"What sort of a problem?" Lisa asked. And I told her everything, 
from how she gave a cat a cardiac arrest, to how the police officer 
warned her. At the end of it, both of us were laughing so hard, Lisa 
was clutching her stomach laughing. 


"Yeah you two laugh all you want in my misery," Rosé said 
sarcastically. 


"Oh, my God seaweed, how were you able to give a cat, cardiac 
arrest? Lisa asked. 


"Shall I scream again, so you would know? but if the police come 
to arrest me, you are coming with me too." Rosé threatened. 


"No thanks, I don't want to taint my name that way." Lisa replied. 


"Anyway shall we get back to work," Rosé asked, and both of us 
agreed. While Rosé starts proofreading, I took Lisa to my office to 
help me with the book. 


"So, what do you think, should I have a cliff hanger or complete 
this book." I asked. 


"I think a cliffhanger would be great, that way the sales rate for 
the third book would be high, " Lisa said. So that is what I started 


working on, while Lisa left to go and give Rosé her breakfast, when 
she came back, my nostrils were filled with the smell of choco 
butternut. When I looked up, Lisa was holding two takeouts in her 
hand. 


"Shall we have breakfast?" She asked. And both of us say down to 
eat. 


"These are so good. " I moaned, 


"Well good to know," Lisa said. 


"So I was..." I got interrupted due to my phone ringing, when I 
look at the caller ID, it's Shawn. 


"Excuse me," I told Lisa and leave my office to answer the call. 


"Hello" I spoke. 


"Hey Jennie, I am so sorry I hang up on you, the other day" Shawn 
apologized. 


"That is alright Shawn, it was partially my fault too, I should have 
informed you," I told him. 


"Now that all is forgiven, I will take you out for dinner tomorrow," 
Shawn asked. 


"Yeah sure, that is great." I replied. 


"Ok then I will meet you tomorrow, Bye," I said. 


"Bye," he said. 


When I came back in, Lisa was already done with her breakfast, 
and she was reading one of my papers. So I silently sat back on my 
chair, continuing to eat. 


KAK 


Chapter 26 


JENNIE 


"Jennie, I think I like your second idea, where the main character 
goes missing," Lisa said, without looking at me. 


"Me too I like that idea, it keeps readers anxious, so there is a 
60% chance that they would read the third book," I said, with my 
mouth full of food. 


"Hmm, I think if you can polish it a bit, then we are good to go" 
Lisa replied, placing all the papers on the coffee table, that were in 
her hands. "Uh, Jen there is a chocolate smear on your face." Lisa 
pointed out, and I placed my donut on the plate and grab a tissue to 
wipe it off. 


"Is it gone," I asked her? 


"No, it is on the right side of your face, a little up" Lisa instructed 
me. When she saw my feeble attempt at trying to remove the stain, 
she signed and got up from her place and came towards me. 


"Okay, give me the tissue. " she asked. And I silently obliged. 
Then she started to move closer to me and stood between my legs. 
We went standing so close, that I can see the dark circles under her 
eyes, her hands gently pushed a loose strand of hair behind my ear, 
and my breathing hitched, I thought I might die, for holding my 
breath for this long. 


Her fingers moved towards my left cheek, and lightly caressed the 
blush that was forming on it. While her other hand wiped away the 
chocolate smear from the corner of my face. And I felt like the time 
was frozen, and it was only the two of us present in this entire 
world. 


"Do you know how mesmerizing you are Jennie?" Lisa asked in a 
whisper so that I was the only one who can hear her. And my heart 
started beating rapidly, while her ocean blue eyes were shining 
with all the different emotions of passion, pride, confidence, and 
love. 


"Jennie, I don't know how you feel about me, but I will confess to 
you today, that I like you a lot, I think I started liking you on our 
very first meet." Lisa said and looked into my eyes, pouring out all 
her love and affection. 


"You are not like all the other women I have come across, you 
have a very unique personality and a very big heart too, because no 
one at your age, would think about donations and helping the 


underprivileged as you do." She said, and I was stunned, how did 
she find out about my donations in Philippines. 


I think she saw the confused look on my face, "The day you 
bumped into me, you dropped your receipt, which had the amount 
you donated to that orphanage, but not your name." Lisa explained. 
oh, now I know where that receipt went. 


"I know it is too soon for you to give me a proper answer. And I 
don't want to rush you either, I just wanted you to know how I felt 
about you, because I know I can never look at you as a friend" Lisa 
said. 


And at that moment I thought, I didn't know at what point in my 
life, did I fall for her, but I knew one thing, that all those foreign 
feelings I felt for her like no other, was love. I know everyone has 
that one person, that they are destined to spend their entire life 
with, their soulmate, the person God has already paired with you 
before you were born, and I have this very strong feeling in my 
heart that, that person is Lisa Manoban.. 


"Lisa, this feeling, this emotion all of this are new and foreign to 
me, "I spoke. "But I think I might like you too." I told her shyly. And 
the smile that broke out from her face, I think even the sun can't 
shine so bright. 


"So you did feel something for me?" She asked me, with a teasing 
tone. I gave her a crooked smile. 


"Isn't it oblivious, why do you think I was acting very civil 
towards you "I questioned. 


"Hmm, you are right, but you shouldn't have made me run, all 
over England every time, just to meet you." Lisa said with a pained 
expression on her face. 


"But you have to admit it, that it was fun" I replied. 


"Well that I can't deny," she said smirking. 


"Now I believe I have pending work to be done," I told her. 


"Hmm, can't that wait for another hour or two?" Lisa questioned. 


"Nope, work comes first for me," I told her. 


"Fine, you carry on I will just sit over there and stare at you," Lisa 
told me, pointing at the couch that is near my desk. 


"Sure, "I replied sweetly. 


LISA 


I know Jennie did not straight away admit that she likes me too, 
but she did hint it out, and I am going to stick to that. But all my 
happiness was short-lived when I got another message from the 
same unknown number. 


Frm:[Unknown Number] 
Looks like love in paradise, for you my friend, but I wanted to remind 
you that, it is not going to last for long because everyone who is 
dreaming has to wake up at one point right... 


This is the fifth message I have got from the unknown number, 
And I gave this number to James to find out who this person is. And 
the results did not shock me to the least. I think Shawn wanted me 
to know, that he will always stick to his promise. And true to his 
words he is too. 


But these messages has been constantly bothering me, giving me 
sleepless nights, because I don't know what Shawn is planning on 
doing either, but I also have one suspicion, how does he find out 
everything this fast. Unless I get the answer to that I am never 


going to rest in peace, knowing that Shawn is lurching around the 
corner waiting to attack. But I am going to stop thinking about him 
for a while and focus on strengthening my relationship with Jennie, 
and I know just who the right person to ask for help from too. 


So I sent that person a message. 


To:[Unknown Number] 
Give me a call once you are free enough to talk, it is very important, it 
should be between the two of us. 
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Chapter 27 


LISA 


While I was going through some paperwork, I got the call from 
the person I was waiting for. " Jennie? "I called her. 


"Hmm." She replied, still completely immersed in her work. 


"I have an important meeting to attend to, I will be right back," I 
told her. 


2 


"Sure, black or with cream," I asked her. 


"I think something with cream," she said. 


"Ok then I will see you in a while, " I said and left her office. 


When I look inside Rosé's office, the place was empty. Hmm, 
maybe she must have left. 


Frm:[Unknown Number] 
Where should I meet you? 


I got a message from the person I am going to meet. 


Frm:[Unknown Number] 
At the nearby coffee shop. 


I replied. 


Once I exit the building, I start to walk towards the little coffee 
shop, that is neatly tucked between two tall glass building. When I 
enter the shop the bell above the door chimed, indicating someone 
has entered. I made my way to the counter and ordered myself a 
cup of black coffee, while cautiously scanning the fairly crowded 
room. And there in the far corner of the room, a blonde woman was 
sitting with a go-to cup of coffee on hand. 


"Mam, your coffee." the waitress called me, handing over the 
steaming cup of coffee. 


"Thank you," I told her politely, and made my way to the far 
corner of the shop. 


"Hey, seaweed you came?" I asked her. And then she looks up 
from her coffee mug and glares at me. 


"Well, you know that I am a curious cat, so that is why you said " 
Give me a call once you are free enough to talk, it is very 
important, it should be between the two of us." in your message, 
right." she asked me, in an accusing tone. 


"Well, seaweed if it was not important, then I would not have 
asked for your help" I replied and took my seat opposite her. 


"You know Fishstick if Jennie finds out that I am meeting you 
behind her back, for God knows what, the nickname fishstick I kept 
for you, will turn into Rosé in a stick." she exclaimed. 


"Well now that would be fun to see," I thought out loud. 


"You know what, I am leaving, I do not think we both can be 


civil," Rosé said, and got up from the chair. 


"Wait, I am sorry about what I said earlier, now would you please 


take a seat." I told her in panic. 


"Fine, but if you insult me one more time, then I am out of here 
for good, deal," she asked. 


"Fine," I tell her in a defeated tone. 


"So what help do you need today?" Rosé asked. 


"It is about Jennie." I replied. 


KKKKKK 


JENNIE 


"Rosé, I am leaving. I called out, from near the elevator. Lisa has 
been helping Rosé and me in the office for two days now. And it 
was nice having a third person to help you with your work. 
Anyway, today is the night Shawn is taking me out for dinner, so I 
hastily finished all the work I can before five, so that I can leave 
early. 


"Wait!" Rosé screamed from her office, and after a few minutes 
came running towards me. 


"Where are you going?, it is barely five pm." she said. 


" am having dinner with Shawn tonight, so that is why I am 
leaving work early too." I said. 


"Oh, okay, then I will see you tomorrow at the office, and have a 
nice night" Rosé said. 


"Sure, bye, see you tomorrow, "I waved, and right on time the 
elevator arrived. 


I reach home, twenty minutes back, and I retreat to my bedroom, 
for a nice long shower. Once done with that, I pulled out my lime 
green dress, which was just an inch above my knee, and had long 
sleeves. from my wardrobe. Once I was done dressing, I applied 
some light make up. And grabbed a cream color clutch, and stored 
all my important things in it. While wearing my heels, I heard the 
doorbell ring, and a few moments later, I heard murmurs from 
downstairs. 


"Hey, "I greeted Shawn once I reach the landing. 


"Hi, shall we leave if you are ready?" Shawn asked me. 


"Sure" I replied. 


"Mum, I am leaving, don't wait for me." I told her, hugging her. 


"Sure sweety, you guys have a great night." 


"Sure, we will, thank you for allowing your daughter to go out 
with me" Shawn said politely. 


"Oh, no problem," Mum said. 


Thereafter, we left my house and made our way to Shawn's car. 
When I reached the passenger door. Shawn opens the door for me. 


"Thank you. "I told him. And got in the car. Once he closed my 


door, he got into the driver's side of the car, and then we left my 
house. 


"So, where are we going ?" I asked him. 


"This is a place I go to constantly, for family dinners and other 
occasions. It is a remarkable place for seafood." Shawn replied. 


"Wow, sounds like a good place to me." I replied. 


"It is one of the best, " Shawn replied. And then we drove in 
comfortable silence, till we reached J. Sheekey, a modest-looking 
restaurant, with a lavish exterior. 


Later, Shawn guides me inside the restaurant, and towards the 
reception. 


"Hello, Sir, Madame," the receptionist spoke. 


"Hi, I have booked a table for two, under the name Mendes." 
Shawn said. 


"Welcome, Mr. Mendes, a waiter will guide you towards your 
table." the receptionist replied. And shortly after, a waiter brought 
us to our table. 


Once we were done ordering, Shawn started to make small 
conversations with me. "How was your trip, to America?" Shawn 
asked. 


"It was great, I think I might have made some potential friends "I 
replied. 


"Good to hear, anyway I was thinking, would you like to join me 
on a three-day vacation, I am going on, this weekend, " Shawn 
asked. 


"I am sorry Shawn, I can't, I am in a tight schedule at the 
moment," I apologized. 


"Oh, I completely forgot about that" Shawn said. 


"How is Lisa Manoban treating you so far," Shawn asked me out 
of the blue. 


"We are doing fine, to be honest, we have become close friends 
these past few week" I told him lively. 


"Well, I heard that too. But I will give you an advice Jennie, it's 
up to you to take it or not. Don't believe everything you see, it may 
just be a facade they wear, to hurt you." Shawn said. And right on 
cue, the food arrived. 


It was a nice dinner, which left me in a blissful and confused 
state. Did Shawn mean, Lisa was being fake, to hurt me? But hurt 
me for what? 


KA 


Chapter 28 


JENNIE 


The next day I woke up late, with a headache, and also there was 
not much work at the office. So I was not needed there early in the 
morning. I kept starring at my ceiling for some time, thinking why 
did Shawn warn me like that? Does she know Lisa, more than just 
business acquaintance as he told me? All these questions and more 
kept replaying in my mind, and that just made my headache even 
worst. I think there is no point in thinking about all these since I 
will never be able to get all the answers. 


"Jennie, are you awake honey?" I heard mum, ask me from 
downstairs. 


"Yeah mom, I will be down in twenty minutes." I replied to her, 
and then got up from my bed, and made my way to the bathroom. 
After twenty minutes, I was ready to go to work in a coral pink top 
and slim-fit denim. 


"Hey mum, good morning." I greeted her when I enter the 
kitchen. 


"Good morning darling, do you want some coffee ?" mum asked. 
And I eagerly replied yes to her. Once the breakfast was set on the 
table, both of us sat down to eat. 


"Mum, it is ten already, aren't you going to work today?" I 
questioned her. 


"Well sweetheart, you see normal people like having their 
Sundays off, so I am in that category too." mum spoke calmly. 


"Wait! Today is a Sunday?" I asked astonished. 


Where did all the time in the world go? If today is Sunday, then I 
will have to mail my completed book within three days from now. 
When that truth sank in, I abruptly got up from my chair and 
frantically ran around the house, grabbing my phone, keys, and my 
handbag. 


"Mum, I love you, but then I have to leave, bye," I told her when I 
reach the front door. 


"Bye Jennie, don't be late." mum replied. And with that, I ran to 
my car. 


By the time I reached my office, I was panting like I just ran a 
marathon, but if you consider running from the parking lot, and 
four flights of stairs, not a big deal then you should consider trying 
it. 


KKKKKK 


"Oh my gosh Jennie! Did an ax murderer chase you from the 
parking lot ?" Rosé asked, bewildered in seeing me in such a state of 
disarray. I look up from my desk and glared at her, warning her not 
to start anything. And she obeyed. 


"We only have three days left, and how on earth are you been so 
cool?" I asked her, she gapes at me with a confused look for a 
minute or two, and she started laughing. 


"Oh my Jennie, did you have too much wine last night?" Rosé 
asked. 


"Why do you ask that?" I questioned. 


"Because my sweet pea, the deadline for submitting the book is 
the end of this month, and we have another eight days for that." 
Rosé told me. And I visibly unwound. "How was your date last 
night?" Rosé asked. 


"Don't even ask about it. It did end well but we did not start on a 
happy note." I told her. 


"Darling, I think you should stop overthinking. It is never going to 
do you any good, moreover, if you still feel bothered, then I am just 
a door away from you, you can always pour out your heart to me, 
and I will obediently listen to you. Even if it does not make any 
sense to me." Rosé assured. 


"Thank you, Chaeng, I will keep that in mind." I replied, and then 
she left, leaving me alone in my office. 


KKKKKK 


"Jennie it is already past lunchtime, why don't you go have 
lunch? and I will take care of the office?" Rosé suggested. I lean 


back on my chair and flex my strained muscles, and agreed with 
Chaeng, I think I do need a break. When I left the building, I started 
walking towards the small coffee shop that is located a few blocks 
away from where my office is, in all this mundane today I 
completely forgot to ask Rosé whether Lisa dropped by the office 
today, since the last time I saw her was yesterday afternoon. 


When I tried pushing open the door to the coffee shop, it did not 
even bulge, I tried it again but the door still did not open, when I 
looked at the sign, it read 'closed'. Hmm, now that is a bit strange, 
this shop never closes. I thought, and when I turned to leave when I 
hear a small yip sound when I looked down, I saw a cute little 
brown pomeranian in a basket, it had a teal color collar to it. When 
I picked it up, it instantly snuggled in me. When I looked at its 
collar there was a small sheet of paper attached to it. I placed the 
puppy back on its basket and unwrapped the paper. 


"A brown Pomeranian as fluffy as this only belongs to a 
woman as beautiful as you. Do you want to know who I am? 
then here is a letter and the numbers for the next clue. '812"s" 


Now this puppy was not kept in a mere coincidence, but does the 
number 812 mean something. Hmm, it can be the second place. Oh 
right, the letters correspond with the numbers. So if 'A' is 1. Then' B' 
is 2 so the last two digits correspond to A and B respectively, then 
that means 8 would be' H'. So the next clue is in Hab's flower shop. 
Wow, Jennie you are a genius. 


I took the puppy and made my way to the flower shop when I 
reached there, the flower shop was bare, there were no flowers 
there at all, and the best thing is the shop was closed, there was 
that same paper taped to the door with a single white rose. So I 
grabbed them both and opened the paper. 


"The flowers aren't pretty when you stand beside them, they get 
so jealous, that they start to wilt due to all the vibrant colors you 
emit. The next letter is' u' and the numbers are '121'" 


I was smiling like an idiot in the middle of the road. Now, what 
does 121 mean, ABA does not make sense. Oh right, that is the 
address of the new Italian restaurant. Now I think that would be my 
last destination. 


When I arrived at the restaurant, it was fairly crowded and when 
I entered a young man wearing a chef's cap came towards me. "You 
must be Jennie?" he asked in an Italian accent. 


"Yes, it is me." I told him. And then he handed over the paper and 
left, with a smile and a best of luck. When I opened the paper. 


"Italy is beautiful for its unique architecture and the food there. 
With a different cuisine, you must try. Here is the letter' B' and the 
next numbers' 715124" 


Now if one to nine corresponds to A to I, then the numbers 
translate to GOLD. Well, this is the place where they sell candles 
and it is just a few blocks down the street. 


By the time I reached the shop, I was exhausted and famished, 
but that didn't stop me from going inside the tiny shop. When I 
entered I was hit with different fragrances, and it was 
overwhelming. "Hello, is anyone here?" I call out, but I didn't get 


any response back, so I walked further inside, and there was a table, 
and on top of it there were all the different candles, lit up, in the 
center, I found the paper. 


"The candles shine brightly, but only for a limited time, but you 
lit up my world for eternity, and the fragrance you carry and the 
light that shine within you, put the candles to shame. The letters 
are' hy’. Till we meet next" 


After putting together all the letters, the word I got was BUSHY. 
Well, the only place I know with this name is Bushy Park. So that is 
where I went next. 


By the time I reach the park, it was deserted, but I saw a faint 
glow of light coming from a distance, and so I followed it. When I 
reach the alcove of a tree I look around my surroundings. It was 
decorated with all kinds of flowers and fairy lights lighting up the 
entire place, there was a table placed in the center with a few 
candles lit up. The place was beyond beautiful, and I was 
speechless. 


Once I absorbed all these in, I looked around to find who did this, 
and there was standing their in all glory. 


XAK 


Chapter 29 


JENNIE 


Once I absorbed all these in, I looked around to find who did this, 
and there she was, standing in all her glory. "Lisa?" I asked 
astonished, I was not sure whether I was dreaming or is it Lisa, who 
is standing right there, in the center of all this intrinsic beauty. 


"In flesh and blood, standing right in front of you. And before you 
ask, no this is not a dream. And I did all these for you." She spoke, 
answering all my unspoken questions. 


I did not know what possessed me to do what I did next, but I 
will never regret it one bit. "Ouch, Jen, that was pretty fast. And I 
do like hugging you, but you are crushing the poor flowers here." 
Lisa said. And I blush and step a few feet away from her. 


"I am so sorry to crush those flowers. And also thank you for all 
these." I told her. 


"No problem, anything for you, oh and before I forget, this is for 
you." Lisa says extending her hand and handing over the bouquet of 
roses to me. I took it from her, and smell it, instantly falling into a 
blissful state. 


"Shall we go have a seat?" Lisa asked, and I merrily agree. Once 
we were seated, waiters started coming with different kinds of food, 
from a small cottage, which I missed to acknowledge upon my 
arrival. Once our starter was served, we were once again left alone, 
to enjoy this fabulous place, all to ourselves. 


"So what is this all for?" I asked Lisa while enjoying my soup. 


"You have can take this as a friendly dinner, or a very unique 
date that was specially planned only for you." Lisa said 
nonchalantly. 


"Well, I think I will take the latter." I replied with the same tone 
she used. 


"Really! You do like me more than a friend?" Lisa asked, her voice 
full of enthusiasm. 


"Only time can tell, for now, let's assume, I do like you, maybe a 
tad bit more than a friend." I replied with a small smile playing on 
my face. 


"Anyway, I know you would not have been able to pull off such a 
marvelous idea like this, who helped you ?" I questioned. She gave 
me her famous smirk and reply. 


"I would not have been able to pull this off, without Seaweed's 
help. She did help me with choosing your favorite flowers and all. 
But the entire letter thing was my idea. I wanted you to experience 
what I did when I was trying to find you." Lisa said. 


"Well I guess, you two did a great job on the date, and I liked the 
idea of using the letter and number too. That was a new experience, 
and I think a new take, in taking someone on a date." I told her. 


"Well, I learned it from a pro." Lisa joked. 


It was a nice dinner date, something I know no one has done 
because for me, I do not care to which fancy hotel you take me to, 
what matters is the thought, I did indeed go on a date with Shawn 
to one of the Michelin hotels in London, but I never felt this ecstatic 
before. 


"What are you thinking?" Lisa asked me, bringing me back to 
reality. 


"I was thinking, how did I get so lucky? What did I do to get 
someone like you?" I voiced out my thoughts to her. 


"Jen, I think you should be thinking, why are you so likable? 
Because to be honest with you, if you start talking to everyone you 
meet, I think I might have to make an appointment soon, just to 
speak to you." Lis joked. And I glared at her. 


"So do you want to walk around? we can see the sunset from a 
spot I know. And trust me it will be great." Lisa asked, and I agreed, 
so, later on, we started to make our way further into the park, I 
could hear the birds chirping in a distance, getting ready for bed. 


"Okay, we are here, the best vantage point to see the sunset." Lisa 
announced. And when I looked around the place. It was a secluded 
environment, and I could barely see the sky, and I have no idea 
how Lisa is going to show me the sunset from here. 


"Uh Lisa, you know we can not see the sunset from here, right?" I 
questioned her. And she glazed my way, and then looked up, to 
confirm my prognosis. 


"Isn't that oblivious?" She asked me. 


"You are the one who told me we can see the sunset, so how are 
we going to see it?" I questioned. 


"Like this." She replied and started climbing a very old looking 
tree. Once she was safely positioned on a branch she looked down. 


"Come on Jen, this will be fun. And don't worry you will not fall. 
I guess." She said, telling that I guess, part in a whisper. 


"No Lisa, that is alright, I think I am good staying down here." I 
replied, with a bit of fear lingering in my voice. 


"Jennie, do you trust me?" Lisa asked, with a serious tone to her 
voice. 


" I do trust you Lisa, but I am afraid I might fall. "I confessed. 


"Then I will catch you Jen, I would not let anything harm you. 
Now come on there are only a few more minutes left." She said, and 
that instant I trusted her, I believed her every word. And started 
climbing the tree. 


Once I was perched on the same branch Lisa was seated. Lisa 
pulls me towards her and wraps both her arms securely around me. 
Both of us were looking at the vast sky which had all the different 


shades of red, orange, pink, blue, and white with the sun slowly 
vanishing, like a big orange balloon that was deflated gradually. 


"I have never seen the sunset before." I spoke to no one in 
particular. 


"But now I wish I want to see this exotic beauty every day, for the 
rest of my life. It feels so serene and blissful at the same time." I 
said. 


"I know how it feels." Lisa murmured on my right ear, warm air 
from her mouth sent shivers down my spine. And I relax even more, 
gently placing my head on her right shoulder. 


And I was lured into a peaceful silence, to the sound of her 
heartbeat. "Jennie?" Lisa spoke. 


"Hmm," I replied. 


"You know you are one of a kind right?" She questions. I 
humphed in reply. 


"And I think I like you more than I did, yesterday. If that makes 
any sense?" She rumbled. And I listen to her quietly. 


When I heard her stop talking, I turned around to face her, and 
we were just inches apart from kissing. And the way Lisa looks at 
me, made the butterflies in my stomach to erupt again. She starts 
moving closer to me, agonizing slowly, giving me time to pull back. 
But I know what I want in life, and I am crystal clear about that, so 
I pulled Lisa closer to me, sealing our lips , with one of the most 
erotic kisses in my entire life. 


XAK 


It so romantic kissing under the sunset 


Chapter 30 


JENNIE 


I pulled back first, panting, and trying to regain the oxygen I lost. 
And Lisa gently places her forehead on mine, staring at my face. 
"Jennie what are we?" Lisa asked. I lightly placed my right hand on 
her left cheek. 


"Lisa, I still am not sure what am I feeling. But I know I like you a 
lot. And it may develop into love in the future, I don't know." I 
replied to her vaguely. Since I do not want to tell Lisa yet that, I am 
already in love with her. I would first like to know whether she 
feels the same way too. 


"You do not have to worry about that right now, we still have all 
the time in this world," Lisa whispered. And she kisses me one more 
time, but this time, the kiss was slow, both of us were taking our 
time in savoring the taste of the other, committing it to memory. By 
the time we pull apart, both our lips were plump and pink. 


"I think we might have to leave now, the moon is already out, 
and the stars twinkling brightly. "I told her. And Lisa let out a 
heartily laugh. 


"Wow, is my girlfriend a poet now?" Lisa joked. 


"Well, you should be happy, that this poet is all yours." I retorted. 


"I am beyond happy," Lisa said. And place a kiss on my cheek. 


"But I guess we might have to leave this tree, because one, it is 
already night, and two, the park might close anytime now," Lisa 
said, and I agree with her too. 


Once both of us got down the tree, we made our way towards the 
entrance of the park. "Lisa, aren't you going to clean up the 
decorations you made in the park?" I asked her when we were 
nearing the entrance to the park. 


"Seaweed should have taken care of all that by now." Lisa replied. 


"So, what did you give her in return, to the favor she did today?" 
I asked Lisa because I know that Rosé does not do any help for free. 


"We agreed, that I would pay for all the food she eats for this 
month," Lisa said. 


"Wow Lisa, how dumb can you be?" I asked her. And she had this 
confused look on her face. 


"Why do you ask?" She questioned. 


"Because by the end of this month, you might end up bank erupt," 
I told her. 


"Rosé does not look like a person who eats a lot." Lisa said. 


"Well, I think we should just wait and see," I replied. 


And she shook her head sideways, not believing a word I just 
told. Well if she wants to experience it first hand then who am I to 
object right, let's see whether she has the same opinion by the end 
of this month. 


When we reached her car, she opened the passenger door, for me 
to get in. Once both of us were in, Lisa started driving. The silence 
in the car was serene, both of us enjoying the car ride in silence. I 
think the best time, that London is most beautiful is at night, the 
traffic, the streets teeming with people, finding their way home. 
The few Couples that are passing by so full of love that they do not 
even care what happens around them. This is the place I call home, 
a place where I found my success, my friendship, and now this 
relationship. 


LISA 


I could not believe that I kissed Jennie, no it is Jennie who kissed 
me, letting me know that it is okay to kiss her. I think my sister was 
right all along. Jennie does like me. And she did confess that too, 
and I know that it would not take that long for her to fall in love 
with me, like how I am now, hopelessly in love with her. I know I 
have to take things slow, that is the reason I am controlling my 
mouth so hard, in trying not to blurt out that I love her. 


"Lisa?" Jennie called. 


"Yes." I replied, prompting her to continue. 


"You just missed the turn, you were supposed to take," Jennie 
said, and when I turned around to look. She was right I did miss the 
turn. I just grumbled something incoherent under my breathe, and 
made a u-turn. And I heard Jennie's soft giggles, coming from the 
passenger side. 


"Are you so lost in your thoughts, that you missed the turn ?" 
Jennie questioned. 


"Come on Jen, you can not blame me because I am new to 
London." I defended myself. Well, it was not the entire truth, but it 
was not a lie either. 


"Well if you just arrived a week or so in London, then I can accept 
that excuse of yours, but apparently, you have been in London for 
the past two and a half months. So I am not going to accept your 
excuse." 


"Fine, I was thinking about something." I replied. And then I did 
not hear any response from her again, so I slightly turned to see 
Jennie moving on her seat trying to get comfortable, but what made 
me want to tease her, was because of the color of her cheeks. It was 
as red as a ruby stone. And I smirk. 


"Oh, Jen, I was not thinking any dirty thoughts, if that is what 
you are thinking," I said. 


"No," Jennie replied far too quickly, in a high pitched squeaky 
voice. "I mean no, I didn't think of you that way." she said. Once I 
park in her driveway, she waved good night and left. 


Thereafter I made my way home too. By the time I reached home, 
I already got about three messages. I thought maybe it was Jennie 
who was messaging, so when I entered my apartment, I checked all 
the messages. 


[UNKNOWN] 
So love on a treetop uh? 


[UNKNOWN] 
You do not have to worry about that right now, we still have all the 
time in this world." How romantic. 


[UNKNOWN] 
Don't worry Lisa that is not going to last long, so cherish it while you 
still can... 


How did Shawn find out what we spoke about? I thought. There 
is only one way to find out. 


Kak 
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I just wanna drop by, to say that I'm still alive and kicking @ 


Chapter 31 


LISA 


"Hey Jisoo, how was your flight?" I asked her when she stops in 
front of me and dropped her bags on the floor. 


"Well, I guess you might have to buy a new private jet. Because 
this private jet is not fast enough." Jisoo replied. 


"My private jet is perfectly fine Jisoo, if you are so impatient in 
meeting Rosé, then I do not know what to do?" I replied with a 
knowing look on my face. 


"We are just friends, nothing is going on between the two of us," 
Jisoo said. 


"Yeah right, whom are you trying to fool Jisoo? We both have 
been friends for the past three years, and I have never seen you look 
at a woman, like how you look at Rosé" I told her. 


"Fine, I do like her, but I have no idea what she feels about me," 
Jisoo replied. 


"Well, I think we can find that out, since you will be staying in 
Uk, for a few weeks," I told her. 


"Alright, let's get down to business. Because the sooner we finish 
this, the more time I will have, to spend with Rosé" Jisoo said 
cheerfully. I shook my head, thinking, how is she running one of 
the best high tech security gadgets company in America if she still 


acts like a child. I think I will never find the answer to that. 


When I reached my apartment, Jisoo took a device out of her bag, 
and made her way to my front door. "What are you doing with 
that? "I questioned her. And she firmly placed her pointer finger, on 
her lips. A universal gesture that says to keep quiet. And I did 
exactly that because I do not want to deal with an angry Jisoo right 
now. 


Once I opened the door to my apartment, Jisoo went in first, the 
device in her hand, blinking blue. After almost one hour, of 
scanning all the nooks and crooks of my apartment, we ended up, 
where we started. I was so exhausted, that I just slumped on my 
sofa, partly frustrated, that we could not find any listening device 
nor hidden cameras. 


"Are you sure, Shawn was not following, the two of you?" Jisoo 
asked me, taking a seat on the love seat, and drinking a glass of 
orange juice. 


"No, I am positive about that, I hired a few private bodyguards, 
on the day of our date." I replied. 


"We will find out, how Shawn knows about the two of you very 
soon. Moreover, he can not do much harm either. So You stop 
worrying about that." Jisoo assured me, but I still have this nagging 
feeling, at the back of my mind, that Shawn is planning something 


big. 


While I was still lost in my thoughts, I heard my phone ring, I 
absentmindedly took the phone and answer it. 


"Hello, who is speaking?" I asked. 


"Wow, are you so busy, that you did not have the time, to even look 
at the caller ID?" Jennie asked. 


"I am so sorry, I was kind of um, busy. So what did I do to receive a 
call from you?" I asked. 


"Well if you are busy then it is alright, maybe I will call you later," 
Jennie said. 


"I am never too busy to spend time with you Jen. Now let's start again. 
How may I help you ?" I asked her. 


" 


"Well, I was thinking, if you would like to have lunch with me, 
Jennie asked. 


"Sure I would love to. Why don't you message me the time and place? 
And I will be there." I asked. 


"Sure I will, but Rosé is coming with us too,” Jennie said. 


"Yeah sure, I have no problem." I replied. And I heard Jennie 


gasped. 


"Lisa is that you?" Jennie asked in a shocked tone. 


"It's me, why do you asked?" I questioned. 


"Well, you invited Rosé along too. And as far as I know, you both do 
not get along, AT ALL!" Jennie exclaimed. 


"Well, what can I say? Times change right."I said. 


"Oh, right. Anyway, see you later. Bye." Jennie said. 


"Bye. Take care." I replied. And then the line went dead. 


When I looked at Jisoo, she was starring at me eagerly. 


"We can go have lunch with Jennie, and Rosé. And then we can 
continue our search." I spoke. 


"That sounds great. By the way, I too need some energy, if I am 
going to help you?" Jisoo said. 


"Yeah right, I can guess what energy you need." I joked. And 
Jisoo glared at me. 


KKKKKK 


SHAWN 


"Hi, sir, how can I help you?" The receptionist asked me. 


"I would like to meet, Miss. Myoi" I told her. 


"Sir I am sorry, but Miss. Myoi, is currently busy right now." she 
replied. 


"Well I do not care, whether she is busy or not, call her right now, 
and tell her that Mr. Mendez is here, to meet her," I replied sternly. 
And the receptionist felt slightly intimidated by my request, and 
immediately called someone. 


After the hushed conversation, the receptionist turned towards 
me, "Sir, Miss. Myoi would like to meet you. You can take the 
elevator on the far right, to the eighth floor, room number 803." 
She answered timidly. I gave her a curt nod and make my way to 
the elevator. 


When I reach the eighth floor, I step out of the elevator and 
started looking for room 803. When I found it, I firmly knocked on 
the door twice and waited. After twenty-second, the door was 
opened. "I did not know, we would meet again." The woman who 
opened the door speaks, when she saw me. 


"Well I could say the same too. Anyway, desperate times, call for 
desperate measures." I replied. And she smirks. 


"I hope, that whatever you are up to now, would benefit me too, 


and it would not be like the last time," she asked. 


"Trust me, this time it will work," I told her. 


"Well then what are you waiting for, come inside, so that we can 
talk." she replied. And I stepped in. 


KA 


Chapter 32 


JENNIE 


"Jen, stop bouncing. You are behaving like you are going to meet 
Lisa for the first time." Rosé said. And turned I around to glare at 
her. 


"I do not think, you would understand my emotions right now," I 
replied solemnly. 


"You know I am your best friend, right?" Rosé questioned. And I 
just shake my head in reply. 


"Then tell me, what is bothering you so much?" She asked. I sigh. 


"I am just afraid, what if Lisa does not like me? What if that kiss, 
was just a coincidence? Or what if I was horrible at kissing?" I 
replied to her in a whisper. And what Rosé did next, made me 
reconsider being her friend, she laughed, like really hard, with tears 
coming from her eyes. And I was beyond shocked and aggravated. 


"I am sorry, Jen, but I just could not hold it in anymore. I mean, I 


know you are kind of new, to all this. But I did not know you would 
be so naive?" Rosé replied. And once she was done laughing, she 
had her, serious face, back on. "Jen, even a blind man/girl can see, 
how much the two of you, are in love with each other," Rosé told 
me. 


"Chaeng, we are not in love yet, we both just like each other, 
more than friends, that is all." I replied. 


"Jen, think whatever you want, but it is oblivious, that the two of 
you, love each other, but the problem is that, you two are just too 
stubborn, to not admit it," Rosé said. And I thought about it for a 
while. I indeed love Lisa, but can it be, that she loves me too? Well 
I never, got to ask that from Rosé, because just then Lisa walked 
into the restaurant. 


"Hey, sorry I got late, I had a few last-minute works," Lisa 
explained, while she came and took her seat next to me. And she 
did something, that made all my doubts, fly out of the window, she 
pulls me gently towards her, and kiss me on the lips. 


"Ew, there is someone else, sitting on the table, with you two," 
Rosé said, with a disgusted tone. And we pull back smiling at her. 


"Would you girls, mind having extra company?" Lisa asked. 


"We have no problem with that," I replied, and Rosé just nods 
her head. 


"So who is this extra company?" Rosé asked. 


"That person is someone I will always trust in. And it is been 
three years since we met." Lisa replied. And I felt dread, seep into 
my body. Was this someone a girl? Was I just a mere fling? All these 
questions kept swarming in my head, making me feel slightly dizzy. 


"Oh, there she comes!" Lisa exclaimed. 


"SHE!" I Annoyed right now. And Rosé looks at me, weirdly too. I 
quickly compose myself and looked at the entrance, and Jisoo walks 
right in, And I saw Rosé's face go from bored to overjoyed, in a 
matter of seconds. 


"JISOO!" She spoke, with a high-pitched girly voice. And when 
Jisoo was ten meters away from us, Rosé got up from her seat and 
ran towards her. And both Lisa and I exchange confused looks. 


"Are you sure, they are just friends?" I asked Lisa. 


"I have that doubt too." She replied. 


When Jisoo and Rosé finally made their way to the table, I gave 
Rosé, a devilish smile, and in return, she just shrugs at me. "So 
Jisoo, that display of public affection, can we take it as, deeply in 
love, or love at first sight?" Lisa teased. 


"You can take it as, two best friends, meeting each other, after a 
long time" Jisoo explained. 


"Well, I will take that as love at first sight," Lisa said. 


"No one can talk to you," Jisoo says, giving up. At the same time, 
a waiter came to us, to take our order. Once all of us were done 
ordering, and the waiter leaves. Lisa asked Rosé. 


"How are you still, as thin as a stick if you keep eating that 


much?” 


"Well, the secret to that is exercise." She replied. 


"I am afraid, even exercise, will not help." Lisa jokes. And that is 
when Rosé's face, turned red, in anger. Rest In Peace, Lisa, I 
thought, because no one can win, an argument, against Rosé. 


"You should never judge, a girl that way, fish stick." Rosé said. 


"Well, I never did." Lisa defended herself. And that is how most of 
the lunch was spend, while Jisoo and I, tried to intervene, we both 
got a dead glare from the other. 


"Okay fine, I give up. I am never going to call you fat again." Lisa 


said, and Rosé smiled in triumphant. 


"Okay, so shall we leave?" I asked Rosé. 


"I am going out with Jisoo, I will meet you tomorrow," Rosé said 
and I agreed. And then the two of them left leaving Lisa and me 
alone, in the parking lot. 


"I guess, I will meet you later," I told her. 


"Sure " Lisa replied, but she never made any attempt to move, 


instead she just kept staring at my face. 


"I think, you have to give me a proper goodbye," Lisa said. And I 
looked at her, with a confused face. 


"I did say goodbye, right? Am I supposed to shake hands or 
something?" I asked. 


"Shall I show you?" Lisa asked, and I nod my head. 


Then she moves, way too close to me, and lightly brush her lips 
on mine, while her hands circle my waist, pulling me close to her 
body. I was getting frustrated, with all these teasings, so I initiate 
the kiss, and I felt Lisa smile against my lips. After what felt like 
hours, but it was just a few minutes, we pulled apart. 


"That is how you say, goodbye," Lisa said. 


KKKKKK 


LISA 


By the time I reached home, the sun was already setting, on the 
horizon, and Jisoo did not come back home. So I texted her. 


To:[TurtleRabbitkim] 
"Hey, Jisoo, will you be coming home for dinner?" 


I got a message instantly 


Fr: [TurtleRabbitkim] 
"No dude, I am having dinner with Rosé, don't wait up for me." 


I guess I will just order a takeout today. I thought. Once I placed 
the order, I went to take a shower. By the time I came out, I heard a 
knock on my door, hmm, that was fast. I took the cash and went to 
open the door. And the knocking got more persistent, by the time, I 
made it to the front door. "Coming," I called, can these people get 
any more annoying. 


When I opened the door, I did not see takeouts, but who i saw 
there, not whom I expected to see. 


KA 


Chapter 33 


LISA 


"Mina! Is that you ?" I asked, shocked to see her here, the last 
time, we met was on the last day of university. 


"Yes, the very Mina Myoi." She replied. 
"So, won't you invite your guest inside?" She asked, raising a 
perfectly manicured eyebrow. 


"Oh, sorry, please come in," I said. And I lead her into my living 
room. 


"Do you want anything to drink?" I asked her. 

"No, I am fine, thank you for asking," Mina replied. 

"So, what brings you here? I never got to meet you, after 
university." I questioned. 

"I came here, to ask for your help." She told me. 

"What is it, Mina?" I asked her, worried. 

Back in university, it was always the three of us, Mina, Shawn, 
and I, who hang out together. And later on, Shawn started dating 
Camila, A wonderful girl, that can only be found in, one in a 
million, but I do not know what exactly went wrong, but afterward, 


things went downhill from there. But Mina, was there till the end, 
until all of us left, our separate paths, at the end of university. 


"Lisa?" Mina called, which brought me back to the present. 


"I am sorry, I got lost in my thoughts," I told her. 
"That is alright. We all get lost there, sometimes." She told. 


"So what help, do you need Mina?" I asked her. 


"Well, you see, I have been doing modeling, for the past three 
years, and my elder sister, Sana, was taking care of our family 
business," she said, there was silence, for a few seconds, I thought 
about Sana, I never really liked her. She was as poisonous as the 
venom of a cobra. And I am not just meaning it in a literal way, 
since I have seen it first hand. Sana had destroyed, many peoples' 
lives, for fun. But Mina was never like that, she was the total 
opposite, and that is why I liked her, as a friend. After a few 
seconds, Mina continued again. 


"But recently, about three months back, she got engaged, to one 
of my father's business college. And so, she gave her position of 
CEO, back to my dad, and now my dad has dragged me into it. But 
the funny thing is, I will have to take over the company, in two 
months, and I have absolutely no idea, how to run the business, that 
is why I came to you. I want you to just teach me the basics." She 
finished. 


I thought about it for a while. I will be heading back to America 
next week, since the workload has increased considerably, and dad 
can not handle all that. Moreover, Jennie is coming to stay in 
America too, to work more closely with my team. So I think there is 
no harm in agreeing. 


"Sure Mina, I would love to help you. I will be going back home 
in a week, so I think I will meet you there?" I asked her. 


"Sure Lisa, I will come to America, In a week or two. Thank you 
so much, for helping me out." she said. 


"What are friends for, if you can not help them out, when they 
most need you," I said. 


"That is very true. Anyway, I got to go, it is getting late. So I will 
see you later." Mina said, getting up to leave. 


"Sure, come on, I will walk you to the door." I offered, and she 
smiles at me gracefully. 


Before Mina left, she hugged me, and said Goodnight, before 
making her way to the elevator. Once, I could not see her anymore, 
I closed my door, and made my way to my room. Mina was a sweet 
girl, but I will have to be vigilant too, like my mom told me, a long 
time back. 


KKKKKK 


JENNIE 
I had been working vigorously, for the past two hours, that I did 


not see Rosé coming inside my office. "Hey, are you working?" Rosé 
asked, taking a seat, opposite mine. I looked up, at her. 


"No, I am playing dress-up, with Kuma" I replied sarcastically. 


"Oh, wait you brought Kuma, to work?" Rosé questioned and she 
crane her head to look for an Kuma a brown Pomeranian dog, that 
Lisa gift to me, and I facepalmed myself, at Rosé's stupidity. 


"You know I do not, encourage bringing pets to work right?" I 
asked her. 


"I know, that was why I was astonished when I heard that," Rosé 
said. 


"Spill," I told her. And I do not know, what sort of spell Rosé was 


trapped in today, because when I said 'spill', in a literal way, she 
spilled her coffee on the floor. 


"ROSE!" I yelled, getting up from my chair. And she too got up, 
looking at the mess, she created. 


"I am sorry Jen, I will clean that up," Rosé said, frantically trying 
to grab some tissues from my table, and In turn knocked my cup of 
coffee too. 


"Rosé stop. I will take care of it, why don't you sit, and tell me 
what is bothering you?" I asked. 


"Jisoo and I went out to dinner last night," she said. 


"Everything was going perfectly fine until she asked me to be her 
girlfriend. I did not know what to do, and how to speak Jen. Me! I 
was speechless for the first time in my life. I was so scared, that I 
told her I need some time to think. And Jisoo said that if the answer 
is yes, then meet her at Hab's flower shop, at two o'clock today. I 
don't know what to do." Rosé finished, covering her face with both 
her hands. 


I made my way over to her and placed my hand on her shoulder. 
"Rosé do you like her?" I asked her. She looked at me, her eyes 
swirling with a lot of emotions, but the main emotion I saw was 
love and uncertainty. 


"I do like her Jen, but what if she turns out to be like Jimin. I 
don't want to suffer another heartbreak Jen, I do not think I will be 
myself after that. And you know very well, that I have been trying 
so hard, to be the old funny, fierce, feisty Rosé Park, you know. But 
if I break down this time, I am afraid, I won't be able to get back my 
old self, that I hardly gathered" she said. 


And my eyes started filling up with tears, for the girl who was 
there in my life's every moment, the feisty Rosé Park I know, who is 
still very much broken inside. But still wears a happy face around 
people, to not damp their mood, due to her gloomy self. 


"Rosé, I think you should say 'yes', Jisoo is a good woman, and I 
am sure, she would never do anything to hurt you," I told her. And 
she slowly lifted her head, to look at me. "Your judgment never 
goes wrong Jen," 


"Thank you Jennie" She said. 


"Welcome, Chaeng so go" I smiled to her. 


KA 


Chapter 34 


JENNIE 


"Mum, I am home," I announced when I entered my house. 


"I am in the kitchen." My mum yelled back. So I made my way to 
the kitchen. And there she was, making dinner. 


"What are you making today?" I asked her while I took a seat on 
the barstool. " 


I am trying something new today, hopefully, it turns out well." 
She said while stirring something in pot. 


"Mum, I want to tell you something," I spoke. While she was 
slicing tomatoes. 
"What is it darling? Do you need anything from me?" She asked. 


"Uh, no mom, actually I am flying to America next week." I 
started. 


"Oh, that is great. Is this related to the book you wrote?" She 
asked. 


"Yes mom, I am going there, to work more closely with the team." 
I said, starting to get a bit nervous now. 


"So, that is a great thing Jennie, so when are you coming back?" 
She asked, and this is the most crucial part. Because, I have traveled 
abroad a lot, and my mom did not have any objections about it, but 
those were all, two or three days trip. The longest I have stayed was 
a week. 


"I am staying for a month, maybe longer," I said carefully when 
she heard that, she turned around too quickly, that by the time I 
realized, she was standing in front of me. 


"Jennie, you have enough money, that you can come back to Uk, 
and go again if there is something urgent. You do not have to stay 
there, for a month or more." Mum said, in a stern voice. 


"Mum, it would be a hustle, moreover, that would be a waste of 


money too." I tried reasoning with her. 


"It would not be a waste of money if I spend it," Mum said. 


"Mum, please," I begged her. 


"Darling, you know why, I am doing this right?" Mum asked me, 
pledging with her eyes, to agree with her. 


"Mum, I am bold and confident enough, to not get fooled again. 
Please trust me." I asked her, my voice becoming a whisper at the 
end. It's, being four years since it happened, my dad was from 
America, so we go there to visit his family during vacations since 
my mom was an only child, and both her parents died in a car crash 
after she got married. 


That is when I meet Mino, I was sixteen, and naive, so I did not know 
that Mino was just playing a prank on me, along with my cousins. He 
made me believe, that he was madly in love with me, and I fell for it too. 


So on our first date, he told me that he was taking me to this very 
special place and I never questioned him. So when night fell, I got 
dressed and sneaked out of my grandparent's house. I can still remember 
that day, so vividly, the excitement I was feeling. By the time I reached 
the place, Mino suggested, I was a bit unsure about it. I was standing on 
the edge of the forest. 


So I called Mino, and he told me to follow the trail, and I did that too 
like a fool. When I reached the old dilapidated cabin, there, in the bold 
letter it was written. "Jennie, a lovesick fool", and near the cabin, all the 
letters I wrote for Mino was laying on the muddy ground, mocking me. 
And that was the day I felt, like the world's biggest fool. I should have 
known this was a prank. Tears started streaming down my cheeks, 
mascara, and foundation ruined. 


And that is when I heard the click, and when I turned around to look, 
there stood Mino, laughing so hard, and my cousins, taking pictures. 
That day I ran, I ran deeper into the forest, till my legs gave out. And I 
cried till I could not cry anymore. 


When I came home, a few hours later, no one asked me anything, not 
even my dad, who was at that time, was in another relationship with a 
woman. And I preferred it that way. And till this day, mum was the only 


one who consoled me. Taught me how to be strong. 


"Sweetie,?" Mum spoke, In a soft tone, as if afraid, that if she 
spoke a bit louder I might break. She gently wiped away the tears, 
that have unknowingly started falling from my eyes. 


"I am sorry if I made you remember what happened." Mum 
apologized sincerely. 


"No mom, I am fine. You have nothing to be sorry about. 
Anyway, can I go?" I asked her. 


"Jennie, you are only twenty, and yet so mature for your age, and 
I trust you, when you told me that you are strong enough, you can 
stay however long you want, sweetheart," Mum said, stroking my 
hair. 


"Thank you so much mum, and you do not have to worry about 
me at last, since Rpsé is accompanying me too," I told her, wiping 
away the start tears, and plastering a smile on my face. 


"If Rosé is accompanying you, then I have nothing to worry 
about, except you two ending up in jail, because of her mouth," 
Mum said sarcastically. And both of us laughed. 


"Mum, I guess, something is burning," I told her when I smelled a 
burning smell. And she hurriedly ran to the stove. 


"Well speaking to you, I burned my sauce, and I am very 
exhausted, I can not make a new batch again, so why don't you call, 
and order pizza?" Mum asked me, while she transferred the contents 


in the pot, to the waste bin. 


"Sure, that sounds like a great idea, so what do you want?" I 
asked her. While I dialed the number. 


"Let's have Hawaiian, and a double cheese pizza," mum said. And 
that is what I ordered too. 


Life teaches you many things, and what life has taught me was, 
never trust anyone until they have proved themselves worthy. I 
have learned a lot from experience, at a very young age, and that is 
why I do not let any strangers come into my life. But I think Lisa 
was an exception. 


KAK 


Chapter 35 


JENNIE 


"Wow, a new country, a new start," Rosé said, breathing in the 
fresh morning air when we exit the airport. 


"Rosé, this is not a new start, we will only be staying here for 
about a month or so," I said. 


"Jen, why do you always have to break my happy bubble," Rosé 
asked, with a frown on her face. 


"I always like to point out the truth. Besides our ride is here" I 
said when I saw a black Audi parking near us. 


"Hello, Miss. Kim," the driver greets me and turned to Rosé, "hello 
Miss. Park. Welcome to U.S, I would be your driver in your stay 
here," he said. 


"Thank you. Can I know your name?" I asked the young 


gentleman. 


"My name is Quinn." He replied. 


"Well Quinn, it is nice meeting you. So if you do not mind, can 
we go now. I am very tired." Rosé said, in her usual overdramatic 
manner. 


"Sure Miss. Park, you get into the car. I will take care of your 
bags." he said sweetly. Rosé gave him a curt nod and disappeared 
behind the car. 


"Thank you Quinn, and don't mind Rosé, she is a bit grumpy due 
to lack of sleep, other than that she is a wonderful person." I 
assured him because at first glance people do think Rosé is a snob. 


"I understand Miss. Kim," he replied with a smile on his face. 


And I gave him a slight nod and got in the car too. Quinn 
dropped us off at this suburban area, where there were beautiful 
houses arranged in a row, and Mr.Manaoban has rented one such 
house for our stay too. 


The house had three bedrooms, all with an en-suite bathroom. 
The kitchen was open and is connected to the living area. The 
second floor contains all the bedrooms with a nice terrace too. 
Overall the house was nice and cozy." Mr. Manoban loves to spend 


his money, I guess?" Rosé asked, looking around the substantial 
house. 


"Well, it is his money to spend after all, so who are we to 


question it?" I said. 


"You are right," Rosé said. 


"Anyway I am sleepy so I am going to sleep," Rosé said. 


"Okay, I am going to meet Lisa. I need to see how things are 
going so far." I told her. 


"Sure, bring something for dinner when you come back. I am not 


cooking." Rosé said. 


I called Quinn to come and pick me up in ten minutes, and I went 
to my room to change my clothes. When I was doing my makeup I 
heard the doorbell ring. I grabbed my handbag and the house keys 
and made my way downstairs. 


"Nice meeting you again Miss. Kim" Quinn greeted, opening the 
back door for me. 


"Nice meeting you too, Quinn." I replied. 


"Quinn, can you take me to a place, where I can get a rental car 
tomorrow?" I asked. 


"Sure Miss. Kim," 


"We have arrived Miss. Kim" Quinn said parking the car in front 
of a tall glass building. 


"Thank you, Quinn, I will call you when I am done here." I told 
him and made my way inside, the building. 


"Hi I am Jennie Kim and I am here to meet Ms. Manoban," I told 
the receptionist. 


"Welcome ma'am, you can take the lift on the right to the twenty- 
fifth floor." she said, and after thanking her I made my way to the 
twenty-fifth floor. When the elevator stopped at floor number 
twenty-five, I made my way to the door that had CEO written in 
gold. 


I knocked on the door twice, before stepping back to wait. After a 
few seconds, I hear Lisa say 'Come in’. And I made my way inside. 


"Hey Jen, how was your flight?" Lisa asked, while walking to me 
and kissed me on cheek. 


"It was good, we just landed a few hours back." I told her. 


"Oh, before I forget let me introduce you to my friend here, this is 
Mina Myoi. Mina this is Jennie Kim, the author I was talking to you 
about." Lisa Introduced. 


When I looked behind Lisa, a brown hair which I missed to 
acknowledge when I entered the room, walked towards us, and 
stood next to Lisa. "Hi, it is great to finally get to meet you. Lisa has 


been talking about you none stop " Mina said. 


"It is nice meeting you too Mina." I told her. 


"Mina needs help from me, so she will be present in all the 
meetings and outings we have if that is alright with you," Lisa asked 
for my consent. 


"I have no problem with that, Lisa," I told her. 


"So, Lisa I think I will meet you tonight, I will have to leave now," 
Mina told to Lisa. And she hugged her unexpectedly, which was 
looked a bit intimate to me, but I did not tell anything, they are 
friends after all. 


"I think we can be great friends too Jennie, I will meet you next 
time." Mina said. 


"Sure Mina." I replied, and then she left the office. 


"So did you come alone, or did you bring Rosé along with you 
too," Lisa asked once we heard the door close. 


"Rosé was tired so she did not come with me." I replied, and I just 


noticed how close Lisa has got, and I started moving backward, we 
both moved this way till my back hit the wall and I had nowhere to 
go. Lisa placed both her hands on either side of my head trapping 
me within. I placed my hands on her chest to create at least a 
fraction of a space, which I failed miserably. 


"I think coming alone was not a good idea Miss. Kim" Lisa said in 
a Husky voice. 


And I looked up, staring at her eyes I was so lost in those pools of 
Ocean blue eyes, which was so alluring. That I did not realize when 
Lisa's lips lightly brushed on mine, and my hands started caressing 
her soft silky hair on its own accord. Lisa did not kiss me, neither 
did I for a full minute before she gave in and kissed me, pouring all 
her emotions into it, longing, love, and many more that I could not 
decipher. 


We were so lost in the moment that, we did not hear the door 
opening. "My God, you two should certainly get a room." we heard 
a female voice exclaim, that is when I pulled back. 
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Chapter 36 


JENNIE 


"My God, you two should certainly get a room." we heard a 
female voice exclaim, that is when I pulled back. 


"Mom, do you know there is a thing called knocking before you 
enter? If the door is closed." Lisa asked irritated. 


"Well, daughter, I did knock more than once, but I did not get any 
response back, so I had to come in." she replied nonchalantly. 


"So how is U.S so far? do you like it, sweetheart?" Lisa's mom 
asked me, completely ignoring the glares that her daughter is 
giving her. I punched Lisa on her arm, warning her to be nice. And I 
turned towards her mom to reply. 


"I like U.S very much so far, Mrs. Manoban. Thank you for 
asking." 


"Oh darling, call me Aunt Chaerin, Mrs. Manoban makes me 
sound too old." Lisa's mom said. 


"Mom, you are old, just because people start calling you Chaerin 
does not changed that. Moreover you have a daughter who is 
twenty five already." Lisa told her. 


"Oh my gosh Jennie, how did you end up with a person like this?" 
Aunt Chaerin said in an exaggerated voice. And then she turned 
towards Lisa. "Why Lisa, didn't I teach you basic habits?" Aunt 
Chaerin asked. 


"Mom I just asserted the facts, it is not something new." Lisa 
argued. 


"Lisa, there is a hidden rule, that says, never disclose a woman's 
age nor call her old." I told her. And she sighs, mumbling something 
about she is also woman. And both Aunt Chaerin and I burst into 
fits of laughter. 


"Are you two conniving against me." Lisa said. Gesturing to the 
two of us. "Anyway, mom, you do not normally come here. What 


brings you here today?" Lisa asked her mom. 


"Well, I heard that Jennie had just landed a few hours back, so I 
thought of visiting her." Aunt Chaerin said. "And Jennie, when are 
you going to fulfill the promise you made ?" Aunt Chaerin asked 
me. And I was genuinely confused, did I make any promises to Aunt 
Chaerin, that I forgot to fulfill, I thought. 


"The last time you came, you promised to dine with us later that 
week, but unfortunately, that did not happen." Aunt Chaerin 
explained. 


"Oh, I am so sorry, that completely slipped my mind. Any day is 
fine by me, I do not mind." I told her. 


"All right then, I will let Lisa know the date so that she can 
convey it to you." Aunt Chaerin said. 


"Sure that would be great." I replied. 


"Okay then, I will take my leave now. You both can continue 
from where you stopped. And Lisa, I will inform your Secretary to 
not let anyone in, bye" Aunt Chaerin said, with an animated tone. 


once she left, I turned to Lisa. 


"Can I meet the team I am going to work with?" I asked her. 


"Do you seriously want to meet them, you know, as my mom 
suggested, we can continue from where we stopped." Lisa said in an 
intense voice, with a smile plastered on her face. 


"Sorry Lisa, but I would like to get some work done, while I am at 
it." I retorted, with a smirk on my face. And her smile turned upside 
down into a frown. 


"Fine, but I get to meet you out for lunch tomorrow." She said. 
With no room for a debate there. 


"Sure that sounds great. "I replied. 


"So you will be working on this floor, I will show you the team 
you are working with, just hold on I ha..." before Lisa could finish 
her sentence, the door banged opened again. And this time it was 
Jisoo who was standing there. 


"Wow, what a surprise, hello Jennie, Hey Lisa." Jisoo greeted us. 


"Hi, " I waved at her. 


"What is wrong with people not knowing how to knock on a 
door?" Lisa asked no one in particular. 


"So what brings you here?" Lisa asked. 


"Well, I just came to check up on you." Jisoo replied. And we hear 
a knock on the door. 


"Now this is called knocking before you enter," Lisa told to Jisoo, 
and Jisoo just shrugs, and look my way, and winked, which made 
me giggle. 


"Come in" Lisa called. 


"Mam, you called?" A man who looked like he was in his early 
twenties asked. 


"Yes Junho, this is Jennie, the author you will be working with. 
Lisa introduced. 


"Why don't you show her around, and what you guys have done 
so far?" Lisa told him. 


"Sure Mam." he replied. 


"Okay then, I will meet you tomorrow." Lisa said. And I waved 
both of them goodbye and left Lisa's office with Junho. 


KKKKKK 


LISA 


Once Jennie left, I called my secretary and informed her not to let 
anyone meet me. 


"So did you find anything?" I asked Jisoo. It is almost two weeks 


now, and we still could not find how Shawn is listening to all our 
conversations. 


"No dude, all the leads were just dead-ended." Jisoo told me in a 
frustrated tone. 


"I guess, this device must be broken or something." Jisoo said, 
slamming the device on my table in resentment. 


"Can we approach this situation in any other way?" I asked her. 


"I do not know for sure yet. But I am working on it." Jisoo said. 
And while Jisoo was lost in her thought, I took the device in my 
hand and turned it on, the blue light was blinking for a few seconds 
before it started blinking red, and Jisoo and I looked at it in awe. 


"Wait! The device is working. We are close to finding it. Shawn 
must have bugged your office." Jisoo said and took the device from 
my hand and starts scanning the entire room. 


When she reached the sofa, where a few minutes back Jennie was 
seated, also that is where Mina and my mom was seated in too. The 
red light started blinking frantically. At this point both of us were 
anxious, and anticipation was creeping its way into us. We were 


clueless about what we will find, and what we are going to find will 
change everything. 


Jisoo reached out and pulled out a... 
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LISA 


Jisoo reached out and pulled out an iPhone, "Are you sure this 
phone is bugged?" I asked Jisoo. 


"I know my device is not faulty, so this phone is certainly 


bugged." 


Jisoo said with confidence. 


"Who's phone is this anyway?" Jisoo asked me. 


But the only thing that was running in my head now was, how 
did Shawn bug her phone. "Hey Jisoo, I asked you a question here." 
Jisoo brought me back from my thoughts, by waving her hand near 
my face. 


"Jennie." I mumbled, barely audible even for my ears. 


"What did you say?" Jisoo asked me again. 


"It's Jennie's phone, but I have no idea how Shawn managed to 
bug her phone." I told her. 


"Does Jennie know about you and Shawn?" Jisoo asked me. 


"No, that is impossible, I have never mentioned Shawn even once 
in our conversations." I said. 


"If Shawn was able to bug Jennie's phone, then that only 
insinuates that he knows her already. The only thing we have to 
find out now is, in what way does he know her." Jisoo said. And I 
was trying to find the answers to those questions too. 


"Jisoo." I called. 


"Yes?" She asked, looking up from Jennie's phone. 


"Did you disable the bug or something, because otherwise, I am 
very sure that Shawn must be hearing us right now?" I told her. And 


Jisoo gave me her signature smirk. 


"If I am that dumb, then I won't be able to run a million-dollar 
company, now would I?" She asked and I smiled at her too. 


"That is very true indeed." I replied. 


"Nevertheless, Jennie will be coming here any minute now, 
looking for her phone, so you keep it from where you took it." I told 
her. 


"Sure no problem. Hey, where are you going?" Jisoo asked me, 
while I took my car keys from the desk. 


"Mina wanted to meet me out for dinner, regarding matters about 
her company. So I am going to go help her." I told her. 


"You mean the Mina, is it the plastic waste Mina?" Jisoo asked, 
with a disgusted look on her face. 


"Please stop calling her that Jisoo, she is a nice girl." I told her. 


"Lisa, I am telling you the same thing I told you two years back. 
She is equivalent to a bottle of poison, seemingly harmless but once 
you consume it, you will die." Jisoo warned. 


"Jisoo, she is not like her sister, please try to understand that." I 
told her disgruntled. 


"Oh please, Lisa, you are the only one who isn't able to see the 
two-faced person, that Mina is. " Jisoo replied. 


"Jisoo, I am being cautious with her, so do not worry." I reassured 
her. 


"Fine, but please be comprehensive Lisa." Jisoo said. 


"I will." I replied before I left the office. 


KKKKKK 


JENNIE 


The next day 


"Jen, are you coming with me?" Rosé called from the kitchen. 


"Where are you going out to, today?" I asked her while typing my 
email. 


"Jisoo promised me, would show me around, New York City 
today." Rosé said, with a sparkle in her eyes. 


"You two go ahead. Besides, I have tons of work still pending, and 
I am going out with Lisa later." I told her. 


"All right, enjoy!" Rosé squealed. 


"You too." I screamed before I hear the front door open and close. 


I tried calling Lisa twice, but it went straight to voice mail, maybe 
she is in a meeting. So I left her a message asking her to text me the 
place, and the time. And I got a reply promptly, with the time and 
place. Well, the place looks kind of far, I thought. Maybe the food 
must be good there, that is why she must have suggested that place. 


After I was done with sending out my last email, I went to my 
room to take a shower, nothing is good like having a nice long 
shower. Once I was done I wore a cute mustard yellow color frock, 
which was just a few inches below my knees, with off-shoulder 
sleeves. I paired it up with my brown heels and to finish the look I 
applied very little make-up. 


Once I double-checked all the locks in the house I made my way 
outside and hailed a cab. "Hello, Miss, where do you want to go?" 
an affable old man asked me, who looked well over his seventies. 


"Hello sir, I would like you to take me to this address." I told him, 
showing him the address on my phone. He looked at it for a while. 


"Sure dear, get in I will drop you there." he said with a smile on 
his face. 


"Thank you." I replied and got in. 


"So, are you going to meet someone, dear?" the old man asked, 
trying to make some conversation. 


"Yes Sir, I am going to meet a friend." I told him. And then we 
rode in silence again, till we reached the address I gave him. It was 
a very small cafe, but it looked cozy from the outside. But there 
were not many shops nearby either. 


"Are you sure this is where you want to go, dear?" the old man 
asked me, with a look of dubiety on his face. 


"This is the place, thank you." I told him. 


"Okay then, take care and good day." he said. 


"Wish you the same." I replied. And made my way into the cafe. 


When I looked around, it was scarcely crowded, neither less I 
made my way to a corner table and took a seat. It was already 
noon, and Lisa is nowhere to be found. "Hi, ma'am, what would you 
like to have today?" the waitress asks me. 


"I am waiting for someone, she is not here yet. Once she comes 
we will order. I told her. And she sweetly smiled at me before 
leaving. I tried calling Lisa twice again, but still, it went straight to 
voice mail, maybe she is stuck in traffic. 


"Ma'am, do you want something to drink?" this is the eighth time 
she is asking me this question, and I shook my head no, afraid that 
if I opened my mouth to speak, I might cry. It's being two and a half 
hours now, and Lisa isn't still here yet, I have also lost count of how 
many times I tried calling her too, but all were sent to voice mail. 


I couldn't stay here anymore, so I got up and left that place, 
controlling the tears that are threatening to spill. I hailed a cab and 
asked the driver to drop me off at the mall since I did not want to 
go back home right now, apprehensive that Rosé will be home. 


I roamed around in the mall, for I don't know how long. But I felt 
my mind getting cleared. Maybe Lisa must have left her phone at 
her house so she could not inform me that she has a meeting, I 
thought. Because that is the only plausible explanation I could think 
of right now. And I am not irate at her either, because I know that 
Lisa would never ditch me like that. She will ask for forgiveness 
tomorrow. 


Moreover, I know very well about her, she will never do 
something that will hurt my emotions. With that thought in mind, I 
plastered a genuine smile on my face and walked around. 


I was passing through a boutique, which had nice tops, and I 
made a mental note to bring Rosé here next time. While I was 


examining the top, I looked up and saw something that made me 
reweigh all the decisions that I made till now. 


KA 


Chapter 38 


JENNIE 


The tears that I held back earlier, now fell freely from my eyes. I 
have only felt like this once, but it was not as bad as this. When I 
saw Lisa and Mina there, laughing and joking around like there was 
no one else around them, my heart shattered into a million pieces, 
the pain that started in my heart was beyond my endurance. 


I felt so miserable and used at the same time. Lisa did not 
completely forget about that lunch, she just did not think it was 
significant enough for her to attend. It is obvious, that she would go 
behind a girl who is a model. I should have known better, that girl 
like her would never see the inner beauty of a woman instead they 
judge the outer aspect. 


I gently wiped my tears away from my face and took my phone 
out of my bag. There was not even a single message from her, after 
all the calls and voice mails I left, huh, I thought something like this 
would happen at the back of my mind, but I was foolish enough not 
to believe that. I will try calling her one last time, to explain herself. 


When I called, it rang and rang and rang but she did not answer 


the call at all, she was standing there, in the store, trying to find 
which mini skirt would be most suitable for Mina. 


Well, looking at that I felt a new kind of fiery arouse within me. 
Well, Lisa, you have played your dirty game with the wrong girl, I 
have always faced humiliation and rejection in my life, but that 
only made me strong and determined to accomplish bigger things. 
From now on, you will only get to see the Jennie, that everyone 
knows. 


With that thought in mind, I left that store with a new resolution. 
But before I can do that, I need to mend my broken heart, and there 
is no harm in crying out all your feelings for one day. 


When I left the mall, the sky was already dark, and the city was 
lit with thousands of lights, trying to shine in the dark sky, and not 
to get swallowed by the dark. Well, I guess I have already been 
drowning in my anguish and misery. 


I started strolling through the city of New York, with no exact 
destination in mind. People were scurrying in the walkway, trying 
to get to their homes in time, too busy to even remember that some 
were being robbed. I have never thought that in this fast-moving 
life I would ever get to see all these minor details I missed, but even 
the insignificant details matter. 


KKKKKK 


LISA 


Why did Jennie cancel the lunch today, I tried calling her, but 
she did not answer my calls either. I think I will drop by her place 
later to check what the problem is. While I was reading a contract 
deal. I heard a knock on my door. "Come in." I called and James 
entered. 


"Mam, Miss. Myoi is here to see you, shall I let her in?" James 
asked me. 


"Sure James, tell her to come in." I replied. After a few minutes, I 
heard the clip clap of heels, and then my door opened. 


"Hey, are you busy?" Mina asked me. 


"No I was just revising a few papers. So what brings you here?" I 
asked her. 


"Well, my dad has set up a meeting with one of his clients, here in 
New York tomorrow, and I would have to oversee that." Mina told 


me with a worried voice. 


"Well that sounds great, your first-ever meeting. So what do you 
want from me?" I asked her. 


"Well I do not know what to wear for tomorrow's meeting. 


Moreover, all my friends are back in London, so I do not have 
anyone to come shopping with me. Would you please come?" she 
asked. 


I thought for a while, "Mina can you give me a few minutes, I 
have to check my schedule." I asked her. "Sure I can wait." she 
replied and took a seat on the couch. I got up and left my office, 
pulling out my phone, I tried calling Jennie twice more, but all my 
calls went straight to voice mail. 


"Sure, I will accompany you." I told Mina when I got back to my 
office. 


"Okay great, did you have lunch?" she asked me. 


"No I did not." I replied. 


"So first let us go have lunch and then we can go shopping." Mina 
suggested. And I agreed with her too. I think I will drop by at 
Jennie's place tonight to see her. After having lunch at a nearby 
restaurant, I drove us both to the mall. "So, where do you want to 
start first?" I asked her. 


"I think let's find something to wear first and then let's find 
shoes." she asked. 


"Sure that sounds great." I replied, and we made our way to a 
boutique. 


While I was looking around, Mina brought two tops for me to 
decide. "Which one looks good on me, the pink or yellow?" she 
asked, holding both in front of me. I took both from her. And placed 
one on her. 


"Hmm, I think yellow suits you better." I told her. 


"Yellow it is then comes on let's go find a skirt for this." Mina said 
and pulled me towards the section where they have all the skirts. 
While I was looking at a mini skirt, Mina came towards me, with a 
weird looking skirt. "How is this?" she asked. 


"It looks nice but I think it looks like a tube." I told her. 


"It should look like a tube, Lisa because it is called a tube skirt for 
a reason." she said. 


"Well, they sure have weird names for skirts." I told her and both 
of us started laughing. While we were looking at more articles of 
clothing, I felt like someone was staring at me, when I turned 
around to look. There was no one present there. Hmm, now that is 
weird. 


KKKKKKK 


JENNIE 


My phone rang a few times, but I did not have the strength to 
talk to whoever it is on the other end without breaking down, so I 
let it go to voice mail. I had been aimlessly walking for four hours 
now, and the streets are quieter, except for the occasional grumble 
that is coming from my stomach due to the lack of food. I had been 
walking for a long time, that I started feeling a bit dizzy I think I 
should have stayed hydrated. 


I tried searching for any nearby shops that would be open at one 
am, but my vision started to get foggy and I swayed losing my 
balance, the last thing I remember before everything went dark was 
someone shouting something from afar, and me banging my head 
on the pavement, hard. 


KA 


Chapter 39 


JENNIE 


Beep beep beep [sorry for the sounds @] 


That noise was very annoying, that it brought me back from the 
peaceful slumber I was in. I stirred a little, trying to turn around 
and turn off the alarm. "She is regaining consciousness, go and call 
the doctor." I heard a frantic voice yell. When I slowly peeled my 
eyelids open, I first saw the face of my best friend staring down at 
me. 


I tried to get up, but even at that slight moment I felt a sharp pain 
jot through my head, and I immediately lied back on the bed. 
"Where am I?" I asked Rosé while taking in my surroundings. The 
walls were all white and there was a small couch on one corner of 
the bed, to my left there were a few machines, that was making the 
beep beep sound. 


"You were admitted to the hospital last night, " Rosé answered 
with a face void of any emotions. 


"The hospital called me early this morning. Do you know how 


worried I was, not knowing where you were or what you are doing? 
You just vanished into thin air, just like that." Rosé whisper yelled 
at me, her anger radiating from her. 


"What did the doctor say?" I asked her, completely ignoring her 
outburst. She sighed. 


"Looks like you banged your head pretty hard, so you had a 
concussion, but other than that, you are perfectly fine if you 
consider been cut with a broken glass bottle a minor accident." Rosé 
replied sarcastically. 


No wonder my right arm hurts a lot. "Jennie, where were you last 
night?" I heard Rosé pledge when I turned to look at her, stray tears 
were falling from her eyes. I have never seen her cry in my life, she 
was always a very strong woman, and in seeing her break down like 
this in front of me, I felt the guilt wash over me. 


"Rosé I am sorry." I told her. And she looked at me, the fear vivid 
in her eyes, the dismay of losing me, and that was the last straw I 
broke down too. "Shush, please stop crying Jennie, I forgive you. 
But please do not do something like this ever again." Rosé asked, 
hugging me close to her. 


"I would never do that again, I promise." I told her. 


"What happened?" Rosé asked me, once both of us were well 
enough to speak again. 


"I..." I did not finish my sentence because that instant, the door 
opened, and in came a woman wearing a white coat followed 
behind her was JISOO? 


"Hi, Miss. Kim, I am doctor Mathew, how are you feeling now?" 
the doctor asked me. 


"I am feeling much better." I replied. 


"Okay good, I am going to ask you a few questions if that is 
alright with you?" the doctor asked. Once the examination was 
over, she said that I could go home in the evening and left the three 
of us alone. 


"Did you tell Lisa?" I asked Jisoo. 


"Oh shoot, I completely forgot about it. I will call her right now 
and let her know." Jisoo said and took her phone from her pocket. 


"Don't." I told her. And she looked up from her phone, fingers 
midway from the keyboard. 


"But Jennie, if I don't tell her, then she will be very angry at me 
for not informing her earlier." Jisoo tried to reason with me. But I 
was adamant about my decision. 


"If Lisa finds out about it. She will be mad at you, so no one is 
going to tell her about it." I told them both firmly. Rosé tried to 
argue with me, but I send a glare her way to shut up. And luckily 
she did. 


"And please would you two leave me alone for a few hours, my 
head is hurting and I would like to rest for a while. " I said. Both 
Jisoo and Rosé agreed and left the room silently. 


Once I heard the door close, that was the second time I broke 
down within twenty-four hours. I was furious, pessimistic and the 
worst is that I felt numb. 


KKKKKK 


SHAWN 


I was waiting for almost twenty minutes now, and still, there is 
no sign of Mina anywhere. This woman does not understand the 
word punctuality. "Hi, looking for me?" Mina asked walking 
towards me. 


"We agreed to meet up twenty minutes before. What the hell took 
you this long?" I asked her, with an irritated look on my face. 


"Woah, calm your horses, I got stuck in traffic. Anyway, why are 
we in the park? Don't you think it is too open?" Mina asked. 


"Well, for starters, if we meet up at a secluded place and by any 
chance if someone sees us, then they will get suspicious of us, but if 
we meet at a crowded area like this, then there is a minimum 
chance of getting caught." I told her. 


"Wow! you are way cunning than me." Mina exclaimed. 


"Anyway, how is everything going so far? Did Lisa suspect 
anything?" I asked her. 


"No she seriously is a dimwit. She did not suspect a thing. But the 
best part is that while we were shopping at the mall, Jennie saw us. 
And the tears that left from her eyes made my day." Mina said, 
snickering. I clenched my hands into a fist, trying not to lash out at 
Mina. 


"Jennie was not supposed to see you both, this was not in the 
plan, how did she come there?" I asked her. 


"I do not know that. But she saw us together, that is all I want. " 
Mina said, in a dreamy voice. 


"You are one of the biggest idiots." I yelled at her. And she looked 
at me with a stupefied face. 


"If Jennie talks to Lisa about this, then she will get suspicious." I 
told her, how much more dumb can she get. That is the reason I do 
not date models for a reason, their ego is as big as a football, with a 
pea-sized brain. 


"Don't worry about that. Jennie will not ask about that." Mina 
replied. 


"I hope so too." I told her. 


"Anyway how did you manage to hack into both their phones?" 
Mina asked me. I gave her my signature smirk. 


"I had already hacked into Jennie's phone beforehand, but 
hacking into Lisa's phone was a bit of a challenge, but I manage to 
do that too." I replied. 


"Well phase one is completed, so what is phase two?" Mina asked. 


"Well this is going to be more fun than I thought" I told her. 


KA 


Chapter 40 


ROSE 


"Jisoo, I have never seen Jennie so broken in my entire life." I 
told her. It is true, Jennie has always been an enigma in my life, 
always the first person to help someone in need, and seeing her like 
that in the hospital, so lost it broke my heart. 


"I think something happened yesterday, but I just can not figure it 
out." I continued. 


"Did Jennie, go out with someone yesterday?" Jisoo asked me. I 
thought for a while before I remember Jennie saying that she is 
going out with Lisa for lunch. I was beyond furious now if that 
Fishstick made her cry, then she better pray for a quick death, 
because I am not going to give her that. 


"Rosé? Did she go to meet someone yesterday?" Jisoo asked me 
cautiously. 


"She went out to have lunch with Lisa. Well, that is what she told 


me." I replied, gritting my teeth. 


"Okay, I will see what I can do, okay?" Jisoo asked me. And I 
nodded. "Do you want me to drop you at home?" Jisoo asks. 


"No, I will be fine you can go if you want." I replied. 


"Okay, I will meet you tomorrow. Bye." Jisoo said before leaving 
the hospital. I started walking around the hospital for another two 
hours before I went to meet Jennie again. 


Knock knock.... 


I lightly knocked on the room door, after a few minutes I heard a 
faint come in. "Hey, how are you feeling now?" I asked Jennie when 
I entered the room. 


"I am feeling much better now." she replied. 


"Do you want to eat anything?" I asked her. 


"No Rosé, I am fine, thank you." she replied politely. 


"Jen, what happened yesterday?" I asked her. And the tears that 
spilled from her eyes, spoke volumes in this silent room. 


KKKKKKK 


JENNIE 


"Jen, what happened yesterday?" Rosé asked. And when I heard 
that, tears started to well up at the corner of my eyes. 


"Everything happened." I whispered. Rosé did not speak at all, 
waiting till I continue. I brushed away the stray tears from my face 
and told her everything that happened. From the incomplete lunch 
to the Mall incident. 


"Jennie, did Lisa do that?" Rosé asked with shock written all over 
her face. And now I was perilous, why doesn't Rosé trust me in this. 


"I saw Lisa and Mina at the Mall Rosé. Are you implementing that 
I am lying?" I screamed. 


"No Jennie, that is not what I meant. Please take it easy." Rosé 
said frantically, trying to calm me down. Because of all the 
machines that were beeping at an alarming rate. 


"I know Lisa and I do not get along that well. But she is not the 
type of person to take advantage of you, Jennie. And I can assure 
you." Rosé said. 


"I think there is something else going behind our back that we are 
not aware of." Rosé said trying to talk some sense into me. 


AN 


"I think you should leave Rosé. 
was more like a plea. 


I told her. It was not a request it 


"I will come later." Rosé said quietly and left my room. I laid back 
on the bed and closed my eyes, trying to sleep so that I can think 
with a clear mind later. Since all these shoutings have started to 
give me a headache. 


KKKKKKK 


LISA 


I was pacing in my living room, anxious that Jennie did not pick 
up my phone from yesterday. Did I do something wrong to offend 
her? But I can not recall anything as such. 


Ding dong..... 


I heard my doorbell ring. Maybe it must be Jennie, I thought and 
hastily made my way to the front door to open it. And to say I was 
disappointed was an understatement. "I am not in a mood to listen 
to your funny jokes now Jisoo." I told her. 


"Well that is good because I am not here to tell you one of my 
infamous jokes." Jisoo said with a crestfallen face. I have never seen 
Jisoo look at me this way. And I instantly knew that something was 
not right. 


"What is wrong, Jisoo?" I asked her with anxiousness. 


"Can we talk about that inside?" She asked with an edge to her 
tone. "Sure, come in." I told her and gestured for her to enter. Once 
both of us were alleviated, I asked Jisoo the same question again. 


"Forget about what is wrong for the time being, and tell me 
where were you yesterday?" Jisoo asked. 


"I was with Mina." I replied honestly. 


"You told me you were planning to go out for lunch with Jennie 
?" Lisa asked me in an accusing tone. 


"Yes we were supposed to go to lunch, but then Jennie canceled it 
in the last minutes. She said she had a lot of pending work to 
complete." I replied. 


"Did she call you to inform that?" Jisoo asked. And I was getting 
annoyed with her questions now. 


"Why are you asking me all this Jisoo? What is going on?" I asked 
her. 


"Would you please answer my questions first? You will 
understand all this at the end." She replied. 


"No she did not call, she just texted me, but I tried calling her 
back but she did not pick up her phone. " 


And Jisoo looked at me as if I was lying to her. "I swear Jisoo, I 
had been trying to call here from yesterday she did not pick up her 
phone." I told her. And Jisoo frowns at me. 


"That is the same thing Jennie said too." Jisoo said it out loud. 
And this time I frown at her. 


"What time did Mina come to meet you?" She asked. "I think 
around ten." I replied. 


"Did you take Mina to the Mall?" Jisoo asked again. 


"Yes, since Jennie canceled the lunch with me. Mina suggested we 
go for lunch, and since I did not have anything else to do I agreed 
too. And I went to the Mall with Mina because she insisted me to 
come along, she said she did not know what to wear to a meeting 
she has today and asked for my help." I replied. 


"Hmm, I think something does not add up?" Jisoo said. And I was 
confused. 


AE EAS 


Chapter 41 


JENNIE 


I was discharged from the hospital yesterday, and ever since I got 
back home, I have been in my bedroom. "Jen, are you sleeping ?" I 
heard Rosé ask from behind my closed door. 


"What do you want Rosé?" I asked her. 


"Jisoo is here to see you. Shall I tell her to come upstairs?" she 
asked. 


"Okay." I replied and got up from my bed to go and change into 
something more presentable than my pajamas. 


‘Knock knock' 


"Come in." I called when I heard someone knock on my door. 


"Hey, how are you today?" Jisoo asked me while taking a seat on 
the couch. 


"I am feeling much better." I told her truthfully. 


"Great, so I came here to speak to you about some very pressing 
matters that need my immediate attention." Jisoo said, and I look at 
her with a confused face. 


"Well, you are not going to believe a word that I am going to tell 
now. But please would you trust me this once?" Jisoo said, I thought 
about what she said. Did Lisa Send Jisoo here so that be can tell me 
that Lisa is not a bad person, it can be right? Because after all, Jisoo 
is her best friend. Should I trust her? All these questions kept 
swarming in my head giving me a headache. 


"I will trust you, Now what do you have to say?" I asked her. 


"Well for that, I think you might have to come with me." Jisoo 
said. 


"We are just going to this nearby restaurant." She said. I was a bit 
uncertain, but I went with her anyway. 


Jisoo parked her car in front of a small restaurant in the shady 
part of New York. "Uh, Jisoo? Aren't there any restaurants in the 
city?" I asked her. 


"There are plenty of restaurants there, but then there are too 
many people that know us there too." She said. 


"Aren't you coming?" Jisoo asked me, once she got down from her 
car. I just shook away the insecure feeling that was starting to build 
within me and got down from the car. 


The door creaked when I opened it, protesting against my action. 
When I looked around, the place was cramped with greasy tables 
and the chairs were either worn out or they were missing cushions. 
The entire place was dimly lit, and the carpets were full of stains, 
that I was unable to distinguish the true color of the carpet. 


A few old people were sitting on a corner table drinking beer and 
talking animated to each other but other than that, the place was 
deserted. 


"Jisoo, you seriously want to talk in this place?" I whispered to 
her, afraid that someone might hear. 


"Jennie, trust me. Now come on let us first find a decent place to 
sit." Jisoo said, emphasizing the word decent. And that made me 
loosen up a bit. 


When we were seated, a waitress came over to our table to get 
our orders. "What would you like to have ?" she asked, her entire 
attention on Jisoo like I was invisible, trying to flirt with her. Well, 
I felt nauseating looking at that. If only Rosé could have been here, 
she would have smacked the living daylights out of her. I thought 
and started to giggle, imagining at that moment. And Jisoo stared at 
me. 


"I will tell you later." I told her. 


I turned to the waitress, "We will have two cups of coffee, thank 
you." I replied to her sweetly, but with atone that said, we do not 
want you here. I think she is not that dumb, because she left us 
soon after. 


"Now, would you tell me why did you start to giggle out of the 
blue?" Jisoo asked me. 


"Did you notice that the waitress was trying to flirt with you?" I 
asked her. 


Jisoo smirked and leaned back on her chair. "I am hard to resist, 
you know." She proclaimed. 


"Well if Rosé was here then I do not think that girl would have 
gone home in one piece today." I said. 


And she started to laugh too, thinking of that scenario. “I think 
you are right." Jisoo replied. 


"So why aren't you speaking anything?" I asked her. 


"Well I am waiting for someone, so once that person comes I can 
start talking, or let's say explaining." Jisoo said. 


"Who are we waiting for now?" I asked Jisoo, starting to get 
suspicious a bit. 


"Well that person is..." Jisoo did not finish her sentence because 
that instant the door to the shop opened again. "That person is 
here." Jisoo said. 


And I turned around to look who was it... 


KKKKKK 


A few hours later... 


"Hey, what took you so long?" Rosé asked me when I entered the 
house. 


"We got stuck in traffic." I replied. 


"So, what did Jisoo told you?" Rosé asked, following me into the 
kitchen. 


"It is kind of a long story. So, why don't you heat a pot of coffee 
and we can talk in the living room." I suggested. 


"Well that sounds like a very long talk to me. I will be there in ten 
minutes." Rosé said and started making a fresh batch of coffee. 


KKKKKKK 


LISA 


"Are you sure she will come?" I asked Jisoo. 


"Lisa she will come. And please stop meddling with your fingers." 
Jisoo said. And I placed both my hands on the table. 


Ding dong... 


The doorbell rang, I got up to answer the door. When I opened it, 
Mina was standing, holding a bottle of champagne in one hand. "Hi, 
Lisa thank you for inviting me to dinner." Mina greeted in her high- 
pitched voice. I smile at her sweetly. 


"Please come in." I said. And showed her the way to the living 
room. 


"Hey, Jisoo fancy seeing you here." Mina asked. And she went 
over to hug her. 


"Same here." Jisoo said. 


"So, is Jennie coming too?" Mina asked. 


"No, she will not be coming here tonight." I said, forcing a smile 
on my face. I think Mina found out that it was fake because there 
was concern written all over her face. 


"Lisa, can you show me the terrace?" Mina asked. 


"Sure, come on, it is this way." I said And led her to the terrace 
once we were both alone, she placed one of her hands on my 
shoulder. 


"What happened Lisa? You do not look the same." Mina asked. 


"Jennie and I had a feud?" I mumbled. 


"I liked her a lot, Mina, but I have no idea what happened, now 
she does not want to talk to me at all." I confessed the pain in my 


heart increased, at the thought of losing Jennie. 


"Give her some time Lisa, maybe she has some misunderstanding. 
Once it is cleared she will come around." Mina assured me. And I 
believed her like I always do. 
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JENNIE 


"Jen, we have a meeting in forty-five minutes." Rosé yelled from 
her room. 


"I think I should be the one to remind you of the time, Rosé " I 
yelled back. It's been one hell of a first week in U.S . And today I 
want to start this week with as minimal drama as possible. 


"Rosé, do you want breakfast?" I asked her when I entered her 
room. 


"Yeah sure, breakfast is fine. I will be downstairs as soon as I 
can." Rosé replied from inside her closet. 


"Rosé are you alright in there?" I asked her, getting a bit worried. 


"I, um I am Fine Je...Jen you can go." Rosé squeaked. 


I had this gut feeling that she is not alright, so despite Rosé's 
conviction, I walked into her closet to check out. The closet was 


beyond recognizable clothes, shoes, and bags were strewn 
everywhere. One of the top shelves was also broken and hanging in 
its hinges. Within all these dilemmas, I tried finding my best friend, 
and there she was at the corner of the closet. Her hands were in a 
weird direction, and I couldn't see her head. 


But the hilarious part that brought me to laughter was that she 
was doing some weird chicken dance, trying to get out of that dress. 


"Oh my gosh, Rosé, what happened to you?" I asked her, trying to 
control my chuckles. 


"Shut up Jen, and can you please come and help me out of this 
dress?" Rosé asked me. 


"I will help you, but first tell me how did you bet stuck in there?" 
I asked her. 


"I saw this dress at the bottom of my suitcase while I was 
unpacking, so I thought of wearing this dress to the meeting today, 
but I never knew that this dress was too small for my size." Rosé 
answered. 


"Maybe you must have gone big." I suggested. 


"Oh my! Jen! are you calling me fat?" she clamored. 


"You can keep it that way." I said nonchalantly. 


"Jen, when I manage to come out of this dress, I am going to 
strangle you to death." Rosé threatened. 


"Then I am not going to help you out of it." I replied. 


"Anyway, I have a meeting to attend so I got to go, bye." I told 
her. And when I was about to leave the closet. 


"Wait! Jen, I would not strangle you to death, maybe some other 
time. But please help me out of this." Rosé pleaded. 


"You do look like a damsel in distress. So, I think I will be your 
knight in shining armor and help you out of it." I told her. 


"Please do that. You will be showered with blessings." she replied 
frantically. And I laughed. 


"Okay, hold on, I will go get a pair of scissors to cut that dress 
off." I said and turned around to go get a pair of scissors. 


"No!" Rosé cried out and that frightened me. 


"Rosé! You idiot, stop scaring people." I told her while trying to 
calm my racing heart. 


"Oh sorry, but please do not cut the dress, I love it." She said. I 
huffed. 


"Fine, but it will not be easy." I warned. 


"Sure." Rosé said. And I went over and started to gently tuck at 
the dress, but it would not move an inch. 


So I started to put in a bit more force and pulled with all my 
might. "Ow, Jen, that hurts." Rosé complained. I ignored all that 
and pulled at the dress one last time. 


And the dress yanked out abruptly, that I did not have the time to 
steady myself. I stumbled back a few steps and my right foot landed 
on one of Rosé's heels before I fell to the ground. 


" am free!" Rosé squealed doing a victory dance in her 
undergarments, simultaneously I scream, clutching my ankle. 


"Jen, what happened? Are you alright ?" Rosé asked me, 
examining my ankle. 


"I think I sprained my ankle." I told her. 


"Wait here, I will get some ice." Rosé told me and ran out of her 
room. As if I might run away before she comes, I thought. 


After half an hour of ice, scream, and a trip to the nearest 
hospital, we were on our way to the meeting that we were supposed 
to attend, fifteen minutes late. I kept glaring at Rosé whenever she 
would glance my way. "I am sorry Jen. Please don't stare at me that 
way. Moreover, you should be happy that your ankle is not 
fractured." Rosé tried to reason with me. 


"I tried helping you and now I need help. FOR A WEEK ROSE!! "I 
yelled the last part out. 


"I will be there to help you so do not worry." she said trying to 
calm me down. 


"I think I must have been the only person who went to the 
hospital twice within a week. The doctor must be thinking I am one 
heck of a clumsy person." I retorted back. 


"We are here." Rosé said it with so much joy in her voice. She 
must be really happy to spend some time without me bickering at 
her. I unhurriedly got down from the car and walked inside the 
office, holding Rosé's hand. 


"You are stagnant than an average slug." Rosé said. When she saw 
me with those murderous eyes she shut her mouth. 


By the time we made it to the meeting, we were a good half-hour 
late. "Sorry guys, I just had some immediate emergency to take care 
of." I said. 


"Are you okay Miss. Kim?" one of my team members asked me. 


"I am as fine as I could be, thank you for asking. Anyway, so shall 
we start?" I asked. 


So that is how I spend the next three hours discussing with my 
team, By the time the meeting was over, I left the building as soon 
as my leg can take me before I see Lisa. 


When I was out of the office building, I saw a familiar face 
leaning on a car, staring at the entrance to the office. As soon as he 
saw me, he started walking towards me. 


Well, I think the universe most certainly hates me these past few 
days. 
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JENNIE 


"Hi Jennie, How are you?" Shawn asked me. 


"I am as fine as I can be." I replied. And then he saw my bandaged 
ankle. 


"What happened to you?" he asked me. 


"Oh that is a long story I will tell you about it later. So what 
brings you here?" I asked him. 


"I came to America on a business trip, so I thought of meeting you 
before I leave." he told me. 


"When did you come to America? You should have given me a 
call Shawn, we could have met up earlier." I told him with an 
annoyed tone. 


"I am sorry, next time I will let you know." He apologized. 


"Sure." I replied smiling at him. 


"So, can I have lunch with you? that is if you are free." Shawn 
asked. 


"Sure, Iam done for the day. Let's go." I said and both of us made 
our way to his car. When I was about to get inside, I heard someone 
yell my name from behind, when I turned around Lisa was coming 
running towards me. 


"Jennie, I just heard what happened to you. Are you alright 
now?" Lisa asked me. 


"Well, Lisa, that is none of your business. We are just business 
associates, and I would like to maintain it that way. So if you do not 
mind, I have someplace to be." I replied coyly. And then got inside 
the car. 


Once Shawn got into the driver seat, we left the Manoban 
company. With Lisa standing there, looking at the moving car with 
a longing look, I could not see that anymore, so I averted my eyes 


from the side mirror. 


"That was a lot of tension I felt in the air." Shawn commented. 


"Aren't you two on good terms?" Shawn asked me. I smile at him 
sadly. 


"Sometimes, it is better to remain professional and not let your 
heart get involved. Because if it does, then it breaks into millions of 
pieces, that it will be very hard to stick it back again." I said with a 
faraway look. 


The rest of the car ride was silent until Shawn spoke again. "Lisa 
was my ex-best friend." when I glanced his way, he was looking 
straight at the road. "We were like two peas in one pod, always 
together until our final year of college." Shawn said. I could hear 
the distress in his voice, even though he did not show it on his face. 


"What happened?" I asked him. 


"At that time I was dating Camila, she was my world, I loved her 
so much. But then Lisa came in between. At first, I thought maybe 
Camila and Lisa are just friends but then, it turned into more than 
just friends later on. When I confronted Camila about it, she denied 


it. So I just left it at that, and I think she must have told Lisa about 
it because the very next day she came to my apartment, and then 
we had a fight. Well after that Lisa left London and came back to 
America after our graduation." Shawn told me. 


"After Lisa left my relationship with Camila got better until after 
two months, she met with a car accident in America." Shawn's voice 
cracked a bit at the end and a lone tear escaped from his eyes. 


"I am sorry you had to go through that." I told him. 


"Thank you." He replied. 
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LISA 


To: [Mina] 
Hey, Mina are you free this evening? 


I messageed her. And within a few minutes, I got a reply. 


Fr:[Mina] 
Hi Lisa, I am free this evening. What can I help you with this evening? 


she texted back. 


To:[Mina] 
Would you like to come to a night club with me? 


I replied. 


Fr:[Mina] 
Sure I would love to. Text me the time and place and I will be there. 


she replied. 


Well, I did not know that she is this eager to go out with me. 


A few hours later at the club... 


"What would you like to drink, Mam," The bartender asked from 
me. 


"I will have a scotch." I replied. 


"I will have a tequila." I heard a female voice ask from beside me. 
When I turned around to look. Mina was seated there. 


"Hi." Mina said with a seductive voice and I noticed that she was 
already a bit drunk. 


"Hi. You came?" I asked her. 


"Yeah, I would never say no to free drinks," Mina replied. And I 
laughed at her comment.. 


"Here your drinks." the bartender came back with our drinks and 
placed them in front of us. 


"Thank you," I tell him. "Cheers." I toasted with Mina. 


"So why did you call me here?" Mina asked. 


"Nothing of importance, I just wanted to spend more time with 
you." I told her. And her cheeks went a rosy pink in color. 


"Shall we play twenty questions, but my way?" she asked. 


"Sure, how do you play?" I asked her. 


"Okay for every question either of us asks, the other person will 
have to gulp a shot before answering." Mina said. 


"Okay." I reply and ordered twenty shots each of us got ten. I 
enjoyed playing that game, I think I will have to play this game 
with Jisoo too, that will be fun. 


After a few hours. 


Mina was already too drunk to focus properly in the game, after 
all, she had eighteen shots, she is ought to get drunk anyway. "Okay 
my turn, Do you remember who killed Camila?" I asked her 
cautiously in my best drunken voice. 


"Lisa, that is a very easy question." Mina said slurring her words a 


bit. " I was the one who knocked her out. But Shawn and I planned 
it." she blurted. 


"Okay... now it is my turn. What is so special about Jennie that I 
do not have?" she asked, I smirked. 


"She is not a two-faced bitch like you." I replied but the way 
Mina's eyes were drooping I know she did not hear a word I said. 


"Your turn. Did you hack mine and Jennie's phone that day we 
went to the mall?" I asked her. 


"I am not a gen...genius, my job was to distract you, which by the 
way I am very good at. But the hacking was all Shawn's." Mina 
replied and I was furious. Shawn has crossed one too many lines, 
and he is going to pay for it. 


"Lisa, we did that for a reason, I loved you since we were in 
college, and Shawn loves Jennie. So why don't we just keep it that 
way?" Mina asked. And she tightly wrapped her hands around my 
neck and started kissing me. I was so feverish, I pushed her off me 
and stood up. 


"Lisa, what is wrong with you?" she whined grabbing my leg 
before I could create a scene here Jisoo pulls me. 


"I think we are done here Lisa, come on let's go. I think Mina can 
find her way back home." Jisoo said and both of us left the bar. 


Well, now that I got what I want, I can move my next coin. 
Shawn, you think you have made a smart move but I have you in 
checkmate. 
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JENNIE 


"Did you two find anything useful?" Rosé asked Jisoo with her 
hands on her hips when those two came inside our house. 


"I think we have found more than enough evidence." Lisa replied 
and placed her phone on the coffee table. And played the voice 
recording. After I was done hearing Mina's confessions I was ready 
to kill her. 


"Jen, I think you should calm down. Because getting indignant at 
this point will not get us anywhere." Rosé told me. But I still felt 
restless. I felt used and on top of all that I feel betrayed. I thought of 
Shawn as a potential friend. But I did not know he tried to use me 
to get his work done. 


I was brought back from my train of thoughts when I felt Lisa's 
hands wrap around me from behind. And I relaxed into her 
embrace. I think that day at the coffee shop brought me back from 
my hazy state. 


& FLASHBACK <> 


"So why aren't you speaking anything?" I asked her. 


"Well I am waiting for someone, so once that person comes I can start 
talking, or let's say explaining." Jisoo said. 


"Who are we waiting for now?" I asked Jisoo, starting to get suspicious 
a bit. 


"Well that person is..." Jisoo did not finish her sentence because that 
instant the door to the shop opened again. "That person is here." Jisoo 
told me. 


And I turned around to look who was it. Lisa was walking towards us 
with her hands inside her pocket. I turn towards Jisoo with full of 
remorse written on my face. "You brought me here so that Lisa can 
speak to me? Lie to me again?" I yelled at her with all my pint up 
hostility. 


"Jennie, please try to listen to us. There is something I found out and I 
want both of you here when I tell you that." Jisoo pledged. 


"Fine, I am giving you ten minutes to explain. And if I don't buy your 


excuse then I am out of here." I replied sternly. 


"Okay." Jisoo said. 


When Lisa reached our table she looks at me with misery. And I felt 
like the bad girl here. No, Jennie stop, Lisa ditched you and went 
shopping with Mina she cheated on you. I kept chanting these words to 
myself. Once Lisa took a seat next to Jisoo, Jisoo started to speak. 


"Jennie, did you try calling Lisa when she did not arrive at the 
restaurant?" Jisoo asked. 


"I called her plenty of times." I told her. 


"Did your calls get disconnected before ten seconds?" Jisoo asked me. 
And then I felt a bit suspicious. It did get cut within ten seconds and 
directed me to the voice mail. Well, I didn't think that it was a big deal 
that time, but now it feels like something was wrong. 


"Yes, it did. But that is unusual right?" I asked Jisoo. 


"Yes, it is because both your phones got hacked."Jisoo said. "And the 
person who hacked your phones is Shawn." Jisoo said. 


"Just because you guys don't like him, you can't blame him for that." I 
lashed out at Jisoo. 


"Did your phone go missing recently?" Jisoo asked. 


"Yes, it did, but before I came to America, but Shawn gave it to me the 
next day." I told them. 


"He has installed a viral software so that he could hack your phone. 
And Mina is working with him too. But the most confusing thing is why 
are these two working together." Jisoo said. 


"Let's assume that I believe you, but what evidence do you have that 
Shawn is behind this?" I asked her. 


"I will find that out. But I need your help. I think Mina and Shawn 
must be very happy that you both are fighting now, so they will use that 
to their advantage. I want you two to be that way till I gather enough 
evidence to catch them red-handed." Jisoo explained. 


All of us agreed because no matter what after Jisoo showed me the 
software on my phone I trust her. And most of all I forgave Lisa. Once 
Jisoo left the shop, I stood up from my place and sat in Jisoo's place. 


"I am sorry Lisa, I should have known better." I told her. 


"I am the one who has to ask sorry Jennie. I should have never trusted 
Mina." Lisa replied. 


And without farther or do I pull Lisa towards me and kiss her with all 
my might. Both of us pouring out all our emotions into that kiss. 


& FLASHBACK ENDS & 


"Lisa, you owe me two hundred bucks." Jisoo said. 


"Why did you give that much to the bartender?" Lisa asked Jisoo. 


"That guy was very adamant. He was like, I can't change the 
drinks and shit. So I had to increase the money." Jisoo explained. "I 
don't think Mina noticed that you weren't drunk at all?" I asked 
Lisa. 


"She was already drunk by the time she came to the club. So I 
don't think she noticed." Lisa replied. 


"So what's next?" Rosé asked. 


"Next is checkmate." Jisoo said. 
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[ME] 
Hi, would you like to have lunch at my place today? 


[SHAWN] 
Sure, I would love to. I will be there at twelve. 


[ME] 
Great. I will be waiting for you then. 


"So what did Shawn say?" Rosé asked me. 


"He said he would come, did you call Jisoo yet?" I asked her. 


"Yes, apparently Miss. Plastic is so desperate to have Lisa, she did 
not even ask for the address." Rosé told me with an irate look on 
her face. 


"Rosé, just let it be. Moreover, we have to make lunch so you 
better come and help me too." I replied with a commanding voice. 


"Fine, I will help you, but I am making the soup and the desert." 
Rosé said with a finality in her voice. 


"Sure, I have prepared the menu for lunch today, and it is on the 
kitchen island, please follow the instructions in that." I warned 
Rosé. Because Rosé is never the person to cook and if she has 
volunteered to cook today, it was a bit suspicious to me, but I think 
I will let that slide and hope for the best. 


"I know how to follow a simple recipe Jen, stop worrying." she 
told me as if she had been cooking all her life. 


"Okay, then I will be in my bedroom if you need anything. And 
please come and inform me once you are done, so I can start 
preparing the main course." I yelled from the living room. 


"Okie Dokie!" I heard Rosé reply. 
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By the time both of us were done cooking, it was already eleven 


so I rushed up to my room to get changed. While applying my make 
up I hear the doorbell ring. "Rosé, could you please get the door?" I 
yelled from my room and after a few minutes, I hear footsteps on 
the staircase. 


"Hello, Shawn right on time. Come on in, Jennie will come down 
in a jiffy." I heard Rosé speak. Okay, Jennie acts natural and try not 
to choke Shawn to death. I prep talked to myself before I left my 
room with a smile plastered on my face. 


"Hi, thank you for coming." I greeted Shawn when I entered the 
living room. 


"Thank you for inviting me over for lunch." Shawn replied. "And 
these are for you." he said and gave me a bouquet of roses. 


"Thank you, Shawn, Lunch will be served in half an hour, till then 
would you like to drink something?" I asked him. Playing the 
pleasant host. 


"No, that is fine. Do you need help in something?" he asked me 
and I shake my head. 


"I can manage. I will come back in fifteen minutes." I replied and 
head back into the kitchen. 


"Hey, Rosé is the soup ready?" I asked her. 


"Yes just some final touches." she replied. While I was taking 
plates from the cupboard, I heard the doorbell again so I kept all 
the plates on the table and went to open the door. 


"Hey, thank you for inviting us. And this is for you." Jisoo said 
handing over a basket full of chocolates to me. 


"Thank you, Jisoo, come in." I replied and once Jisoo was inside, I 
saw Lisa standing there with Mina draped on her arms. I think Mina 
saw the change in my face because she backed away slightly. 


"Please head inside, everyone is in the living room." I told them 
both in a monotone. And both of them went in and Lisa winked at 
me before going in. I was trying so hard to maintain a straight face. 
Lisa, you are so dead after all this is over. 


When I entered the living room I felt a lot of tension in the air. 
"Okay everyone let's go have lunch before the food gets cold." Rosé 
said breaking the tension in the room. 


"Jennie, you never told me Lisa was coming too?" Shawn asked 
me and I can hear the doubt in his voice. 


"This is a business lunch, but I was not comfortable with having 
lunch with only Lisa, that is the reason I called you to join me. But 
if you don't feel comfortable then you can go." I said with a bit of 
sadness and anxiousness in my voice. 


"Jennie, I will stay here for you. You don't have to suffer through 
this lunch alone." Shawn said. I smiled at him and lead him towards 
the dinning room. 


"Okay, so everyone, before you eat, I prepared lunch today, and I 
am not a very good cook, but I did try my best so hope you enjoy 
it." I announced before taking a seat next to Shawn and all of us 
started eating. The soup was great, I think Rosé does know how to 
cook after all. 


While all of us were eating Mina abruptly got up from her seat 
and ran to the washroom. While all of us looked at her retreating 
figure. 


"I will see what happened." Lisa said and got up from her chair. 
And I knew something must be wrong with the soup because I saw 
Rosé smirk. 


"Jennie, can I have more water?" Shawn asked me the fourth 
time. 


"Sure here you go." I replied and gave it to him. He gulped it all 
down in one go and started eating the soup again, hurriedly. Well, 
that is strange, what did Rosé put into that. Later on, Mina and Lisa 
joined us again and I saw, Mina's face was red, it looks like she had 
been crying I saw her eyeing Lisa with pledging eyes, and then she 
started to gulp down the soup too. 


I heard Jisoo cough while Rosé banged on her back. "Rosé, could 
you please accompany me to the kitchen?" Jisoo asked Rosé barely 
controlling her laugh. 


"Sure." and both of them went to the kitchen. 


"So, Shawn when did you come to America?" Lisa asked. 


"Just a few days back." he replied with an even tone. 


"So the last time you came here was for..." Lisa waiting for Shawn 
to finish the sentence and he did. 


"Camila's funeral." he replied. 


"Oh yes Camila, she was a friendly girl it was a tragedy that she 
died." Lisa said and I don't understand what she is trying to do. 


"It was indeed." he replied. 


"I heard she was hit by a BMW. You know in my point of view it 
was a very expensive death." Mina commented. 


"How do you know what car she was hit with, Mina?" Lisa asked 
and I saw Shawn glare at her. 


"Oh, um, it was just my thought, Jennie the soup is amazing." 
Mina quickly changes the topic in an attempt to cover her slip up 
and I felt Shawn visibly relax. 


"So guys, the main course is here." Rosé came in with Jisoo. 


Once we were done with our meals I served everyone their 
desserts. And I saw Shawn and Mina cringe when they had the first 
bite from the pudding. "I think I am full." Shawn exclaimed. 


"Me too." Mina said it a bit too quickly. 


"Are you alright?" Shawn asked looking worried. 


"So, Shawn did you meet Mina when you were here?" Lisa asked. 


Once everyone was done with lunch, all of us went to the living 
room. "Mina, do you want more dessert?" Rosé asked. 


"NO!!!" Mina yelled. " I mean no thank you, I had enough." she 
said this time a bit more softly and I choked on my laugh. 


"Yeah, I am fine." I replied. 


"No, I did not know Mina was here." he replied. 


"Oh, but Mina said that you guys met at a park a few days back." 
Lisa asked, and I saw Shawn lose his composure. And the way he 
was staring at Mina, I think if you gave him a knife now, Mina 
would be chopped into tiny winy pieces in sixty seconds. 


"And she also told me that you had been listening to all mine and 
Jennie's calls too." Lisa kept talking. 


"I think she is hallucinating I never met her at all." Shawn said. 


"But Mina said otherwise." Jisoo said and shows Shawn the video. 
When he saw that his face went so pale. 


"And all of us have one question to ask you, why did you kill 
Camila?" I asked him. 


"I did not kill Camila, Mina is lying maybe she did kill Camila and 
she is trying to dump it on me." Shawn lashed out. 


"Shawn, you were the one who told me to knock her. I did not do 
it on my own." Mina yelled. 


"I would never kill someone I love." he retorted. 


"I think someone can give answers to all that." I said and Shawn 
and Mina look at me with rage. 


"Who is going to testify?" Shawn asked me and right on queue the 
doorbell rings. 


"That person is here." I told him. 
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"That person is here." I told him. 


"Jisoo, can you please open the door." I asked Jisoo who is closest 
to the door. 


"With pleasure." She replied before she went to open the door. It 
took Jisoo five minutes to open the door and escort the person into 
the living room and within those five minutes, I saw Mina shifting 
her weight from foot to foot out of nervousness. And Shawn had a 
scowl on his face. When I look at Lisa, she gave me a small smile 
which made me relax a bit. 


"The witness is here." Jisoo announced when she entered the 
room with a woman. She looks like she is in her mid-twenties, with 
big blue eyes and raven black hair with a few scars littered on her 
face, survival scars. 


"Hello Shawn, Mina, I am so happy in meeting both of you after a 


long time." She greeted. And when I looked at Shawn his face was 
so pale that it resembles a white sheet of paper. Well, for Mina, I 
think I will never forget the look on her face ever. She looks like 
she saw a ghost with her mouth open so wide that a dragonfly can 
go in, but I don't think that insect would commit such a mistake in 
going inside a garbage hole. And her eyes were so bulged out that I 
was apprehensive that they might pop out it's not like I care, it's just 
that I might have to clean up the mess later. 


"Camila?" Shawn whispered, which was barely audible. 


"I have gone insane, I am seeing ghosts!" Mina yelled in hysteria. 


"Mina, you have been insane all this time, it is nothing new." 
Jisoo commented and I chuckled along with Lisa and Rosé. But 
Mina is busy looking at Camila that she does not notice us. 


"Oh, hey Mina, you remember me. You knocked me with your 
BMW." Camila mocked. 


"How did you survive?" Shawn asked. 


"Oh, darling, I always survive. But to be more specific Lisa, was 
out there that day when you two ran over me, and she took me to 
the hospital right on time." Camila replied. And the horror in 
Shawn's face. replaces anger. "You know Shawn, I did love, more 


than myself. But greed and power took away the carefree, gleeful 
Shawn that I loved and looked up to. You died the day you started 
hating Lisa, Shawn! You died the day power became your priority." 
Camila screamed. All of us were silent letting her vent out her 
feelings. 


"No man who was power-hungry survived for long. They all had 
their downfall. You were so blinded that you even started doubting 
me... ME! The person who was there for you at every point of your 
life. I admit Lisa is a nice girl, but that does not mean I loved her. I 
LOVED YOU SHAWN! But what did you do? You tried killing me 
and that too with this bitch." Camila said pointing a finger towards 
Mina. 


"People like you should be in jail, not roam free like this." Camila 
said. "And that is why I made sure to bring my husband along with 
me." Camila said and within a few minutes, we heard police sirens 
outside my house. 


"Looks like he is here." Camila told him with a smile on her face. 
And in this whole ordeal, Shawn did not utter a single word, even 
when the police came in and handcuffs him. The entire time he 
looked at Camila with remorse and abashment evident in his eyes. 


But Mina was a whole other case. "Please listen to me. I don't 
even know him. I have never even seen him before." she pledged. 


"Ma'am, please keep quiet and come with us, because another 
word you speak will be used against you in court." The female 
officer warned her. And takes her outside. 


"Sweetheart are you alright." A police officer comes inside and 
asked Camila. 


"Honey, I am perfectly fine. Thanks to them I got my justice 
today." Camila said. 


"Thank you, Camila, without your help I don't think we could 
have caught those two." Jisoo replied and all of us thank her in 
turn. 


"Alright guys my work here is done. So we will get going now." 
Camila told us. And her husband nods at all of us before leaving my 
house with his wife. Once all the chaos was over and the house was 
quiet again. I turned to look at Rosé. 


"Now I think you have some explaining to do, regarding today's 
meal I believe?" I questioned her. 


"I think we can question her at my parent's house tonight since 
my mom has invited all of us for dinner." Lisa said coming over and 
placing her hand on my waist. 


"Wow, more food I am in!" Rosé yelled and all of us laughed. 
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Chapter 47 


JENNIE 


"So Rosé, what did you give Mina and Shawn?" Aunt Chaerin 
asked Rosé, who was busy stuffing her mouth with food. 


"For their starters, I added more spice and for their dessert. Hmm, 
let's just say that NaCl did the work." Rosé replied with a disgusted 
look on her face. "I still can't believe how did those two eat that?" 
Rosé said as an afterthought. And I heard Lisa laughing from my 
right. 


"What is wrong, Lisa?" I asked her. Did Lisa bang her head 
somewhere? 


"Mina didn't want to eat that soup. When I followed her to the 
washroom, she was crying in there, saying that she does not want to 
eat that soup and that you are trying to kill her, but then I told her 
that if she does not finish it, then Jennie might think that she is 
weak. Lisa said and all of us laughed. 


"Well, sis, you do have a method to make people listen to you." 


Minnie said. 


"Thank you, Nie," Lisa replied with a fake smiled. 


"You're welcome." Minnie said. 


"So Lisa, when are planning to come back to work? Because I sure 
do need my retirement, your mother here is becoming a bit fretful." 
Mr. Manoban told us. And I saw Aunt Chaerin glare at him. 


"Well, dad, I have one last stop to make before I can start working 
again." Lisa replied looking my way. 


"When are you planning to make that stop?" Jisoo asked Lisa and 
even I was eager to know when and where it is too. 


"The jet is departing in two hours, so Jennie are you ready?" Lisa 
asked me. And I was shocked, why does she need me to accompany 
her? 


"Where are we going, Lisa?" I asked. 


"Somewhere?" She replied smugly. And got up from her seat and 
goes over and hugs her family. 


"Shall we?" Lisa asked me. And I nod at her and made my way to 
where Aunt Chaerin and Minnie are standing. 


"Thank you for that amazing dinner Aunt Chaerin" I told her. And 
she surprises me by pulling me into a hug. 


"Don't be a stranger? Okay?" She asked. 


"I won't." I promised. And then Minnie hugs me too. And I keep 
wondering does everyone in Lisa's family possesses any 
supernatural power because I think by the time Minnie let go of me, 
I have confirmed that a few of my ribs are broken. I think the 
saying 'Like mother like daughter is most definitely true. 


"Okay, lovebirds, if you two want to board the jet on time then I 
think we better get going." Jisoo said, and I waved at them all one 
final time before I got into Jisoo's car. 


KKKKKK 


At the Airport... 


"Okay, Rosé, I will see you later, bye." I told her. 


"Bye Jen, Bye Fishstick. Don't forget to get me something." Rosé 
yelled when I was near the entrance. 


"Where are we going, Lisa?" I think I have asked this same 
question about ten times now and all the time I get the same 
answer. 


"Somewhere." Lisa replied and before I could protest Lisa speaks 
again. "Why don't you sleep for a while? I will wake you up when 
we are about to land." Lisa said. 


"Fine." I huff before vacating my seat and going to the bedroom. 
The interior of the room was the same color as the plane, grey, and 
white. In the center of the room, there was a queen-sized bed with 
fluffy grey pillows. The moment I saw the bed, I removed my heels 
at the entrance and bounced into bed. Haa! Now, this is called a 
bed. 


KKKKKKK 


"the jet is about to land, please fasten your seat belt. Thank 
you." I heard the captain's voice from the speaker. I got up from the 
bed and stretch my strained muscles. Where the hell is Lisa? She 
told me she would wake me up and now she is missing. 


When I went back to my seat, Lisa was sound asleep with her 
laptop open. No wonder she did not come to wake me up. 


By the time we landed, Lisa was wide awake, "Okay come, let's 
go?" She said and drags me out towards the awaiting BMW. 


"Lisa slow down. Where are we?" I asked her and at the same 
time trying to keep pace too. 


"Okay, I will blindfold you now. And when we arrive at our 
destination I will remove it. Okay?" Lisa asked me, taking out a 
black cloth from her pocket. 


"What is this? Are you kidnapping me?" I asked her. 


"Why should I kidnap you Jen. And trust me, the result will be 
great." Lisa said. 


"Fine, but if you do anything silly, then you better be out of my 
site. Because if I find you, then you are so dead." I warned her and 
Lisa just chuckles before tying the cloth over my eyes. After that my 


world turned completely dark. I did hear the roaring of the engine 
and then I heard the traffic but after some time everything became 
quiet and it was very hard for me to tell where we are at that 
moment. 


KKKKKKK 


"We are here, I will guide you inside and then you can open your 
eyes. Okay?" Lisa asked. And I nod my head. After walking for a few 
minutes I feel excitement and anxiety coursing through my veins. 
Lisa slowly removes the blindfold and tells me to open my eyes. 


The first time I open my eyes the sunlight directly hits me and I 
quickly close my eyes again, once my eyes were adjusted to the 
lighting I opened them again. 


And I think no amount of money can make me this happy as I am 
right now. There, in front of me are the kids who were the first 
reason I came here to Philippines the reason I met Lisa. "Welcome 
back MISS. JENNIE!" all of them cries out. 


I was speechless, despite all the places on this earth Lisa brought 
me here. The place where I will be jubilant. "Hello kids, it's nice 
meeting you guys so soon again." I said. 


"Mga Bata, may regalo kaming dala, at nasa isang kwarto, 
puntahan niyo na para makakuha na kayo ng regalo para sa inyo" 
After Lisa said in Tagalog words. All of them screamed yes before 
dashing off. Mickey was there too and she gave me a pleasant smile 
before going inside the building. 


" I told the kids that we had a gift for them" Lisa whispered to me, 
and I smiled. 


When I look around my surrounding, I felt so proud of myself for 
helping them. The building has a fresh coat of paint, with brand 
new playsets on the front porch and I noticed all the kids looked 
healthy and well dressed. 


"Thank you, Lisa, for bringing me here." I told her. 


"Jennie I will bring the moon if you want it." Lisa told me. And I 
laughed. 


"You know you suck at being romantic right?" I asked her. And 
Lisa gives me one of her cocky smiles. 


"I am not that all bad." She said and I laugh again. 


"I don't think that is necessary. So anyway why did you bring me 
here out of the blue?" I questioned her. She gives me a soft smile 
and steps closer to me and I just look at her face. 


"What goes around come around." Lisa whispered and I gave her 
a confused look. 


"What does that mean?" I asked her. 


"This is where we first met, so it is only right if I confess my 
feeling to you in this very place." Lisa said and my heart escalates. 


"Jennie, you are one of the most humble, ravishing women I have 
known so far in my life. And I want you to be that one woman who 
stays with me in any part of my life. Like my friend, my doctor, and 
my therapist-" I interrupt her. 


"Did Jisoo teach you that?" I asked with a look of dismay in my 
face. 


"Jennie! I am trying to be romantic here." Lisa complained. 


"Okay continue, I am sorry to interrupt you." I apologized. She 
sighed before speaking again. 


"Jennie I love you. I love you so much, that the thought of you 
leaving me hurts. So would you stay with me, besides my side?" 
Lisa asked. All that I hear is the three words she said. And my next 
answer will decide which way we will be going. And I think I have 
figured that out a long time back. 


"I love you too Lisa, and yes I will stay beside you for the rest of 
our life. And you should have just proposed to me without that 
lengthy speech you gave me." I told her and grab her face and kiss 
her long and hard both of us expressing our yearning and passion 
for each other in that kiss. And I felt Lisa smile against my lips. 


Both of us had a great journey from the first time I bumped into 
Lisa here in Philippines, my life took a whole 360 degrees, my 
boring and pathetic life changed into a vibrant and colorful one the 
day Lisa entered my life and it all started with charades here to 
London. 


Life is very short so make it sweet, or as sweet as you can make 
it! 


Ka 
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JENNIE 


Two years later... 


Lisa reaches for my hand but I subtly pressed it down the car 
window, pretending I was busy with the view which is streetlights 
and deserted road because it's past two o'clock in the morning. We 
left Rosé and Jisoo's wedding reception - I nagged her to call it a 
night because I was tired, but mainly because of my mood going 
sour when some of her old friends in a form of plunging neckline, 
mile-long legs and heels hovered around. My arms tucked moodily 
across my chest as I recall every single one of them. 


Lisa's hand clasped around my knee, snapping me out of my train 
of thought. 


I gritted my teeth and surreptitiously scoot further to the car 
door, again, pretending the cool glass was far more interesting. The 
distance slid her hand off my knee. 


"Love, is everything okay? You're awfully quiet." She finally asks. 


"Yes," I monotoned. 


I felt her gaze on me, lingering because of the red stoplight. 
"Okay. Why am I not allowed to touch you though?" 


I kept my eyes up ahead. "I have no idea what you're talking 
about. Oh, and can you drop me to my house?" 


"But I thought you're staying at my place." There was a hint of 
adorable disappointment in her voice that made me want to give in. 


I shake my head more to myself. "I'm just tired. And I miss my 
bed." 


"But you've hardly slept over at my unit this week. You know 
how little we snuggled?.Ten" 


My head snapped toward her. "I think that's a lot." 


"Not to me," she reasons out, gazing briefly at me with pleading 
blue eyes. 


I ignored her. "You can snuggle with those expensive skinny 
chicks," I murmured under my breath. 


"Love? Are you saying something?" Her hand made another 
attempt to cover mine. 


I dodged it. "I said to my house, please." 


"Seriously, Jennie, why am I not allowed to hold your hand? 
You've been dodging me." 


"I'm just a little tired." I flopped against the passenger seat. "All 
the more reason I hold your hand," she grumbles. 


I sighed in relief when we finally neared my house. 


"Can I come up?" She eases the car into the front of our house. 


"No. Mom was there, and besides I'm just going to throw myself 
to my bed and that's that," I answered, knowing "coming up" meant 
"sleeping over." 


She turns off the engine, turning her full attention to me. 
"Jennie-" 


"TIl talk to you tomorrow." I push the car door open and 
clambered out. 


Lisa followed suit. "Wait, Loveee" 


"Lisa, just let me sleep." Maybe cool down because I badly want 
to drag some women by their long, luxurious hair and pluck them 
by the handful. She blocked my way. 


"What about my goodnight kiss?" 


"It's morning," I pointed, sidestepping. 


She kept getting in the way. "Okay, then, I want my morning 
kiss." 


"You can ask all the hot women hovering over you all night." My 
hands perched on my waist. "Now leave me be." I pushed at her 


chest but ending up with a surprised squeal when she clamped her 
hands on my waist and hoisted me up to the hood of her car. 


"Lisaaaa," I groaned, sliding myself back down to the ground only 
to be lifted further back on the hood. 


"Lisa, what are you doing?" I snapped, flinching when her palms 
came up to my hips to cage me in. 


She steps close. "Women?" 


I could feel her breath as I glance down to avoid eye contact. 
"Nothing," I say quietly. 


Her finger hooked under my chin, giving me no choice but to 
look up and meet her eyes. 


The moment her gaze latched on me, I couldn't lie. "I'm just a 
little jealous, okay?" 


"Jealous?" She echoed. 


"Yeah, no need to rub it in," I continued, trying to play it off. "Can 
I go now?" 


Lisa only inched herself closer. "No. You need to know that you're 
gorgeous. And you have no idea." 


"I've always known the type of women you were dating. Let's face 
it. I can take the truth," I say struggling to keep my voice light 
because it felt like a stab. 


Her hand went around to the small of my back. "You're gorgeous 
in every way and I'm so in love with you. Think you can handle that 
truth?" 


I sighed, fingers going up to fiddle with her button. "I'm sorry. I 
don't mean to be a jealous girlfriend." 


A gentle smile curved her mouth. "Love, I'm all yours. I thought 
we already made that perfectly clear?" She murmurs, stroking my 
arm with her other hand. 


I stare at her. 


"I don't need better women when I already have the best, Jennie," 
she whispers, pressing a kiss on my forehead. "And I still wake up to 
these nightmares that you find someone else who's not an ass like 
me." 


A startled laugh bubbled in my throat. "Why?" 


"I love you so much it terrifies me if you ever get tired of loving 
me back." 


"That's ridiculous." I wind my arms around her neck. "I love you 
forever." 


"Forever?" Then she smiles, slow and sexy. "Does this mean you're 
finally going to move in with me?" 


"I need more time." 


Her smile slipped. "Why? You're dragging your feet." 


She's been asking me in the past few months, and she's right 
about me dragging my feet. Although I have some of my stuff in her 
unit - most of them, if I were to be honest I still haven't declared it 
"moving in." 


Honestly we didn't talk about marriage or something.. besides its 


too early to talk about, and im not ready for that, but I dont know 
with Lisa... Unlike my bestfriend Rosé and Jisoo.. after a year being 
girlfriends they decided to tie a knot. 


"Okay, I can wait," she relents like she always does. "If you need 
more time, I don't care, I only need you." 


I smiled. Because it was the sweetest thing to hear. "Thank you. 
I'm sorry about tonight though. All those women fawning over you 
made me a little irritable," I quip. 


"I was avoiding them. You kept leaving me alone. And then when 
I follow you around, you kept shooing me away." 


I look down to her chest, because she was right. "I thought you 
were busy with them." 


"Love, you're my girlfriend, okay? Girlfriends are not supposed to 
leave their partners alone. They get lonely and miss their girlfriends 
far too much. Do you know what consequences you just put 
yourself into?" 


I raised an eyebrow. 


"You owe me a whole weekend of snuggles. You're coming home 
to me tonight." She pecks on the tip of my nose. 


"I thought you like to come in our house." 


"I do. But you said Auntie is there, I can't do my punishments" 
She smirks. "While in my unit I call the shots when you're at my 
place. Which means you're not leaving until I get enough of you. 
That also means never ever, by the way." 


I giggled. "Fine. Your place then." 


Her thumb made circles on my arm as she looks down to me with 
her baby blue eyes. "I love you so much, Jennie Kim. Only you for 
the rest of my life." She backed away and she pulled something out 
of her pocket, and kneeled. 


Oh my God!!! "Lisaaaa" 


"TIl always love you Love, I know it's too early for this but I don't 
want to lose you anymore, be my wife Jennie " 


"Yes!" Shestood up and insert the ring on my finger, I pulled her 
to me and place my lips on hers. I just said that I'm not ready yet, 
but here it is, I love Lisa so much and also I don't want to lose her. 


Lisa's response was immediate. Her mouth brushes over mine 
sweetly before grazing her tongue on my bottom lip like a desperate 
plea. 


"I Love You Love" she said between in oir kiss. 


I parted my lips obligingly. 


"I Love You More Love" 


She tilted her head, deepening the kiss. I hear myself sighed out a 
breath of pleasure and satisfaction. Suddenly, everything else didn't 
matter anymore. All I could think about is Lisa Manoban my fiancee 
kissing me in the hood on her car in front of our house. 


It was a beautiful thought. And one I don't mind getting used to. 
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